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Ice Cube partners with NFL to bring his Contract with
Black America to strengthen Black-owned businesses
The NFL has spent and allocated over $125 million
targeting Black-owned businesses over the last year, bolstering its commitment to
economic equity
NEW YORK, N.Y. – The National Football League (NFL) announced on June 30 its
partnership with Contract with
Black
America
Institute
(CWBA), an economic inclusion-focused initiative led by artist and entrepreneur O'Shea
Jackson, also known as Ice Cube.
The CWBA and NFL partnership
enhances the NFL's dedication to
increasing economic equity and
partnerships with Black owned
businesses.
The collaboration focuses on
identifying League-wide opportunities in the financial, tech, and

Ice Cube
production sectors, with a concentration on increasing direct
and indirect spend to national
Black businesses to help close
America's racial and economic
wealth gap.
"For more than a year, the
CWBA Institute has been work-

Laird Veatch announces
Jennifer Jordan as the
women’s head golf coach
MEMPHIS, TN. – University of
Memphis Vice President and Director of Intercollegiate Athletics
Laird Veatch announced the promotion of Jennifer Jordan to head
women’s golf coach. The announcement was made on July 8.
Jordan has been with the program for the past four seasons,
serving as the assistant coach the
past three after beginning as a
volunteer assistant in 2018.
“We are delighted to promote
Jennifer to head coach of our

women’s golf program,” Veatch
remarked. “Jennifer has been a
tremendous asset for the team
the past four seasons as an assistant. She’s done a great job of
supporting our student-athletes
since joining the program and we
are very optimistic about the future under her direction.”
In 2021-22, the Tigers placed in
the top-10 in six of the team's 10
tournaments, including a runnerup finish at the Brickyard Colle-
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ing closely with the NFL on identifying resources to build
stronger, more substantive economic partnerships with the
Black community," said Ice
Cube. "Our team at CWBA, including my longtime business
partner and entertainment lawyer
Jeff Kwatinetz, and advisors
Ja'Ron Smith and Chris Pilkerton, are focused on building corporate
partnerships
with
measurable economic growth

outcomes for Black communities
across the country. We believe
this is a giant step in the right direction."
Driven by a strong internal commitment to diversify the NFL's
business partnerships with organizations like CWBA, the League
has spent and allocated $125 Million with Black owned and operated businesses such as Ariel
Investments, CityFirst/Broadway
Bank, Cover Communications,
and Fearless Technology during
the last year.
"City First Bank is pleased to
have formed a strategic partnership with the National Football
League and Contract With Black
America," said City First Bank
President & CEO Brian Argrett.
"This partnership supports and
accelerates each organization's

FedEx flight delivers precious
cargo to the Southern Reins
Center for Equine Therapy
MEMPHIS, TN- FedEx Flight
440 into Memphis International
Airport had some precious cargo
aboard when it landed Tuesday
afternoon. A jet-black pony
named Ben flew from Oakland,
California to his new home in
Memphis where he will be joining the herd of therapy horses at
Southern Reins Center for
Equine Therapy. He was greeted
on the tarmac by Southern Reins’
staff, volunteers, and his owners
Kristen, Amelia, and Natalie
Vann who were excited to welcome him to Memphis.

The Vann family relocated from
California to Memphis and have
generously loaned their beloved
horse Ben to the nonprofit.
“Oakley Ben” is a thirteen-yearold Dales pony measuring 14.2
hands tall who is dearly loved by
the Vann family, participating in
dressage, trail rides, and even the
annual neighborhood Fourth of
July parade.
Kristen Vann, Ben’s owner says,
“I originally got the idea to donate our beloved Ben to an
equine therapy center after a dear
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commitment to ensuring that minority businesses have access to
capital and opportunities to fuel
their growth. Partnerships like
this are critical to driving equitable economic change within
the Black community as well as
supporting the growth of City
First Bank and other Black-led
and Black-owned financial institutions that deploy capital for
economic growth and empowerment."
"Our partnership with CWBA is
another reminder that partnering
with intentional organizations is
critical to everything we do at
the League," said NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell. "Black

Meet some of
BIHMST sports
correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Please see sports page 4
Casey Smith Returns to
Family Favorite Spot to Win
at Oneida Lake Presented by
Mossy Oak
see sports page 3
***
Last World War II Recipient
of Congressional Medal of
Honor Woody Williams is
Subject of Book
see sports-military 2
***
Country Singer and Former
U.S. Marine Adam Wagner
Releases Remake of Charlie
Daniels’ “Long Haired Country Boy”
see sports-military 2
***
Learn Tips when Fish Don’t
Bite
see sports page 3
***
NFL Expands Virtual Commemorative NFT Offerings
see sports-ent. 5
***
FPC’s Lawsuit Challenges
Texas Handgun Ban
see sports-military 2

Ashley Braun Gendek
BIH MST Travelers, join
correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr.
and
Ashley Braun Gendek
in their sports
coverage of University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis
Redbirds,Tennessee Titans,
Southern Heritage Classic,
World Golf ChampionshipsFedEx St. Jude Invitational ,
Soccer, and
much, much more on
The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black
Information Highway at
www.blackinformation
highway . com

Welcome, Travelers!

