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TN Environment Council selects Jimmie
Welch 111 as new board president and chair

NASHVILLE, January 13,
2025—The Tennessee Environ-
mental Council Board of Direc-
tors announced that it has chosen
Jimmie Welch III as the organiza-
tion’s next President & Chairman
of the Board of Directors. Welch
has served on TEC’s board since
June 2020 and most recently
served as Secretary.

“I’d like to thank the board for
the honor and the opportunity to
help lead this visionary organiza-
tion as we approach our 55th
year,” says Jimmie Welch III.
“From composting and recycling
to planting trees and pollinator
gardens, our programs are engag-
ing thousands of Tennesseans in
solutions that make an immediate
impact in improving our environ-
ment, led by our top-notch staff
and volunteers.”

“Jimmie has been enthusiasti-
cally volunteering for TEC for
many years, helping our board
and our programs work toward
our vision of thriving habitats, a
circular economy and climate
balance,” says Jeffrey Barrie,
CEO of Tennessee Environmen-
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tal Council. “His years of ded-
ication to our mission and vision
make Jimmie an excellent choice
to help usher in our next era of
positive impact for Tennessee’s
environment and communities.”

Jimmie Welch III is a service-
oriented entrepreneur with a pas-

sion for helping the planet. He
currently serves as a Customer
Success Manager with a global
cyber-security company. Jimmie
has over a decade of experience
in business development and has
worked with companies to re-
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duce their carbon footprint by
implementing large-scale recy-
cling programs. He was born and
raised in Louisville, KY, and has
a bachelor’s degree in Broadcast
Journalism from Western Ken-
tucky University. He has called
Nashville home since 2017.
Tennessee Environmental Coun-
cil is a statewide nonprofit organ-
ization founded in 1970. Learn
more at tectn.org.

THP Troopers rescue Great Horned Owl on interstate

SULLIVAN COUNTY, Sullivan
TN — On January 13, 2025, the
Tennessee  Highway  Patrol
(THP) responded to an unusual
call on Interstate 81 in Sullivan
County. While handling a routine
matter, troopers encountered a
stranded Great Horned Owl on
the shoulder of the interstate, un-
able to fly. Their quick thinking
and teamwork ensured the bird
received the care it needed.

The rescue began when troopers

noticed the owl during a re-
sponse to a bicyclist near mile
marker 60. Concerned for the
bird’s safety, they contacted
wildlife authorities and a local
rehabilitator. After coordinating
with a veterinary clinic in Kings-
port that specializes in wildlife
care, the owl was safely trans-
ported for treatment.

“Behind the badge, there’s a
heart for service,” said Colonel
Matt Perry of the Tennessee

Highway Patrol. “Our troopers
may sometimes seem serious,
but moments like this show the
compassion and care they have
for all living things. It’s not just
about enforcing laws; it’s about
making a difference.”

The vet confirmed it was a Great
Horned Owl and started immedi-
ate care. By the end of the day,
the owl was reported to be eating
and resting comfortably, show-

ing promising signs of recovery.
This story reminds all Tennes-
seans of our state troopers’ com-
mitment to  serving the
community—including the wild-
life -- that shares Tennessee’s
roads and landscapes.

The Tennessee Department of
Safety and Homeland Security’s
mission is to serve, secure, and
protect the people of Tennessee.

Library of Congress and
National Park Service

announce 2024 Leicester

B. Holland Award winner

Top Prize Awarded for Drawing
of the Wainwright Tomb in Mis-
souri

The Library of Congress and the
National Park Service an-
nounced that the 2024 Leicester
B. Holland Prize will be pre-
sented to architectural designer
Laura Pressley for a drawing of
the Wainwright Tomb at Belle-
fontaine Cemetery in St. Louis,
Missouri, designed by the noted
early American modernist archi-
tect, Louis Sullivan.

Considered one of Sullivan’s
masterpieces, the Wainwright
Tomb (1893) is a St. Louis land-
mark. It has been described as a
powerful work of early Ameri-
can modernist architecture,
praised for its bold geometry and
elaborate organic-inspired orna-
mentation. As such, its design
has been juxtaposed to the 19th
century romantic garden-in-
spired tombs found in Bellefon-
taine Cemetery, established in
1850 at the height of the Ameri-
can Rural Cemetery movement.

It was the last of three tombs de-
signed by Louis Sullivan. He
also designed the Carrie Eliza
Getty Tomb (1890), and the Mar-
tin Ryerson Tomb (1887), both
located in the Graceland Ceme-
tery in Chicago.

Pressley, an architectural de-
signer from the Chicago area,
was chosen as the clear winner
from competing entries due to
the quality of the field notes and
the drafting, sheet composition,
and proper use of dimensions
and annotations. When Pressley
entered the Holland Prize com-
petition, she was an architecture
graduate student at University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She

NSSF praises Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine for signing
Second Amendment Privacy Act to protect citizens

From The Outdoor Wire

NSSF, The Firearm Industry
Trade Association, praises Ohio
Gov. Mike DeWine for signing
into law SB 58, the Second
Amendment Privacy Act. This
NSSF-supported law protects the
privacy and sensitive financial
information of people purchasing
firearms and ammunition in The
Buckeye State. With Ohio, there
are now 18 states with laws that
protect the Second Amendment
financial privacy of their cit-
izens.

The law prohibits financial insti-
tutions from requiring the use of
a firearm code, also known as a
Merchant  Category  Code
(MCC), from being assigned to
firearm and ammunition pur-

chases at retail when using a
credit card. The law also forbids
discriminating against a firearm
retailer as a result of the assigned
or non-assignment of a firearm
code and disclosing the protected
financial  information. Ad-
ditionally, the law prohibits
keeping or causing to be kept any
list, record or registry of private
firearm ownership.

“Governor Mike Dewine’s signa-
ture on the Second Amendment
Privacy Act is, yet, another ex-
ample of his firm commitment to
protecting the Second Amend-
ment rights of all Ohioans. Cit-
izens in Ohio won’t worry that
‘woke’ Wall Street banks, credit
card companies and payment
processors will collude with gov-
ernment entities to spy on their
private finances to illegally place

them on gun control watchlists,”
said Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF
Senior Vice President & General
Counsel. “NSSF is grateful to
state Senators Terry Johnson and
Theresa Gavarone for bringing
this crucial legislation to become
law. No American should fear
being placed on a government
watchlist simply for exercising
their Constitutionally-protected
rights to keep and bear arms.”

NSSF worked closely with Ohio
legislators to protect private and
legal firearm and ammunition
purchases from political exploit-
ation. The Second Amendment
Privacy Act is designed to pro-
tect the privacy of lawful and pri-
vate firearm and ammunition
purchases from being abused for
political purposes by corporate
financial service providers and

unlawful government search and
seizure of legal and private finan-
cial transactions.

The U.S. Treasury’s Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) admitted to U.S. Sen.
Tim Scott (R-S.C.) in a letter that
it violated the Fourth Amend-
ment rights of law-abiding cit-
izens that protect against illegal
search and seizure when it col-
lected the credit card purchase
history from banks and credit
card companies of individuals
who purchased firearms and am-
munition in the days surrounding
Jan. 6, 2020. Treasury’s FinCEN
had no cause, and sought the in-
formation without a warrant, to
place these law-abiding citizens
on a government watchlist only
because they exercised their Sec-
ond Amendment rights to law-
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fully purchase firearms and am-
munition.

The idea of a firearm-retailer
specific MCC was borne from
antigun New York Times’ colum-
nist Andrew Ross Sorkin and
Amalgamated Bank, which has
been called “The Left’s Private
Banker” and bankrolls the Dem-
ocratic National Committee and
several antigun politicians.
Amalgamated Bank lobbied the
Swiss-based International Or-
ganization for Standardization
(ISO) for the code’s creation.
NSSF has called on Congress to
investigate Amalgamated Bank’s
role in manipulating the ISO
standard setting process.

Sorkin admitted creating a fire-
arm-retailer specific MCC would
be a first step to creating a na-
tional firearm registry, which is
forbidden by federal law.

Ohio joins a growing list of states
that are standing against the in-
vasion of financial privacy when
exercising Second Amendment
rights, including Alabama, Flor-
ida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana,
Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Montana, New Hamp-
shire, North Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, West Virginia and
Wyoming. These states passed
laws protecting citizens’ Second
Amendment privacy. Other states
are considering similar legisla-
tion. In the last Congress, U.S.
Sen. Bill Hagerty (R-Tenn.) in-
troduced S. 4075, the NSSF-sup-
ported Protecting Privacy in
Purchases Act in the Senate. U.S.
Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) in-
troduced H.R. 7450, with the
same title in the U.S. House of
Representatives. California, Col-
orado and New York have laws
requiring the use of a firearm-re-
tailer specific MCC.

For more information,
nssf.org.

visit

will receive a $1,500 cash prize
and a certificate of recognition.
The prize honors Leicester B.
Holland (1882-1952). Holland
was a fellow of the American In-
stitute of Architects; director of
the Library of Congress Fine
Arts Division (now the Prints
and Photographs Division);co-
founder of the Historic American
Buildings Survey, and the pro-
gram’s first curator.

The Leicester B.Holland Prize
recognizes the best single-sheet,
measured drawing of a historic
building, site, or structure pre-
pared to the standards of the His-
toric  American  Buildings
Survey, the Historic American
Engineering Record, or the His-
toric American Landscapes Sur-
vey. The prize is intended to
increase awareness, knowledge
and appreciation of historic sites,
structures and  landscapes
throughout the United States,
and to encourage the submission
of drawings by professionals and
students alike. All drawings ac-
cepted for the competition are
added to the permanent collec-
tion in the Library of Congress.

For information on how to par-
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ticipate in the Holland Prize com-
petition, visit the National Park
Service contest website.

The Center for Architecture, De-
sign and Engineering is a pro-
gram in the Prints and
Photographs Division at the Li-
brary of Congress that sponsors
activities and publications to en-
gage the public with the Library’s
rich collections. For more infor-
mation, visit
https://guides.loc.gov/architec-
ture-design-engineering-collec-
tions.

The Library of Congress is the
world’s largest library, offering
access to the creative record of
the United States — and exten-
sive materials from around the
world — both on-site and online.
It is the main research arm of the
U.S. Congress and the home of
the U.S. Copyright Office. Ex-
plore collections, reference serv-
ices and other programs and plan
a visit at loc.gov; access the offi-
cial site for U.S. federal legis-
lative information at
congress.gov; and register cre-
ative works of authorship at
copyright.gov.

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s
30th
Annual Black History

Month Special Edition.



