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Welcome, Travelers!

These photos of the
historic 6888th show the
patriotism and
dedication of African
Americans.
(Photos/Courtesy:
6888th Archives)
By Joseph Reagan
During the first World War
Ralph Lindsey, my great grandfather, kept a journal of his service on the front. He wrote about
the front, his travels, his wounds,
but the thing that came up most
often – the mail. Fast-forward
100 years. Even in the digital age
there is something uniquely personal about a written letter – it
creates a connection that digital
communications simply cannot
match. Anyone who has served in
the military knows – no mail
equals low morale.
In early 1945 as the Battle of the
Bulge concluded Army officials
reported that a lack mail was
hurting morale. Warehouses were
filled with millions of pieces of
mail destined for the seven million Americans serving in the European theatre. The task of
getting that mail to its intended
recipients fell on the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion.
Except for a few smaller units
of nurses, the “Six Triple Eight”
was the only all women, all black
unit from the Women’s Army
Corps to serve overseas during
WW2. In response to the attack
on Pearl Harbor our entire nation
was mobilized to support the war
efforts. While the war largely

united Americans in a common
purpose – the military remained
segregated with the ability to
serve being restricted based on
race and gender. The women of
the 6888th not only served – they
had to fight for their right to
serve. The unit’s commander,
Major Charity Adams – became

In early 1945 as the Battle of
the Bulge concluded Army officials reported that a lack
mail was hurting morale.
Warehouses were filled with
millions of pieces of mail destined for the seven million
Americans serving in the European theatre. The task of
getting that mail to its intended recipients fell on the
6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion.
the first black women to hold a
commission in the.Women’s
Army Auxiliary Corps.
The Six Triple Eight confronted
warehouses stacked to the ceiling
with letters and packages. These
buildings were unheated and
dimly lit, the windows blacked
out to prevent light showing during nighttime air raids. Rats
sought out packages of spoiled
cakes and cookies. As it was a
cold winter, they wore long johns

and extra layers of clothing
under their coats while working
in these warehouses. The unit
members were organized into
three separate shifts daily, so
work continued around the
clock, seven days a week. They
tracked individual servicemembers by maintaining about
seven million locator cards including serial numbers to distinguish different individuals with
the same name. They dealt with
“undeliverable” mail which was
sent to their location for redirection. They investigated insufficiently addressed mail for clues
to determine the intended recipient, and they handled the sad
duty of returning mail addressed
to servicemembers who had
died.
As the war concluded the legacy of the 6888th was already
being formed. Three members of
the 6888th are buried at Colleville-Sur-Mer Normandy American Cemetery (there are only
four women buried there). Like
so many of the greatest generation, the women of the 6888th
returned from the war determined to make up for lost time while some remained in the military, others used the GI Bill to
further their education and create
new opportunities for them-

selves. They became teachers,
nurses, and businesswomen. One
of the most important aspects of
their legacy was their contributions to civil rights. The accomplishments of the 6888th in
Europe contributed to a study regarding the contributions of
women to the war efforts which
concluded: “[T]he national security program is the joint responsibility of all Americans
irrespective of color or sex” and
“the continued use of colored,
along with white, female military
personnel is required in such
strength as is proportionately appropriate to the relative population distribution between
colored and white races.”
This is not a story about the
mail. This is a story about 855
black women, who found a way
to serve when the nation needed
them most. In 2019 a bi-partisan
effort was started to award the
Congressional Gold Medal to the
6888th. As of the writing of this
article that bill has passed the
Senate and is awaiting a vote in
the U.S. House of representatives.
***
Joseph Reagan is the Director of
Military and Veterans Outreach
for Wreaths Across America. He
has almost 20 years’ experience

working with leaders within
Government, non-profit, and Fortune 500 companies to develop
sustainable strategies supporting
National Security, and Veterans
Health. He served 8 years on active duty as an officer in the U.S.
Army including two tours to Afghanistan with the 10th Mountain
Division. He is a graduate of
Norwich University, the oldest
private military college in the
country.
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded to continue and expand
the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery
begun
by
Maine
businessman Morrill Worcester
in 1992. The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach
– is carried out in part each year
by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.
For more information or to sponsor a wreath please visit
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

NFL and USAA announce Broncos’ Andrew Beck as
Salute to Service recipient ... from sports page 1
thanks to his father's service, Andrew Beck definitely knows that
the military community needs
our support, and he has admirably used his platform as an
NFL player to give back to his
fellow military families and
those who choose to wear the
uniform," said Vice Admiral
(Ret.) JOHN BIRD, USAA Senior Vice President of Military Affairs. "We thank Andrew for
continuing to serve all those who
serve and are pleased to honor

him as the recipient of this year's
'Salute to Service Award presented by USAA.'"
Denver Broncos tight end Andrew Beck's dedication to serving the military became evident
soon after joining the organization during the 2019 season.
Over the past three seasons, he
has partnered with America's
Gold Star Families, Buckley
Space Force Base, Fort Carson
Army Base, Freedom Service
Dogs, TAPS (Tragedy Assis-

tance Program for Survivors),
USO Colorado, VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System, Volunteers of America: Colorado
and Wounded Warrior Project. In
total, he's reached more than 425
military families through his
strategic outreach during his
time with the Broncos.
Beck, who comes from a military family due to his father's
current service in the U.S. Army
as a Brigadier General, knows
firsthand some of the sacrifices
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made by our military community.
While volunteering at a Salute to
Service PLAY 60 Clinic in 2019,
Beck learned that kids drove
from Fort Carson Army Base in
Colorado Springs. Beck's face
immediately lit up, as he had
played high school football in the
area while his dad was stationed
at the same base.
Despite cancellations, protocols
and restrictions, Beck refused to
let the pandemic impact his commitment to support the military.
In November of 2020, he assembled Salute to Service care packages for military bases across
Colorado and helped host a virtual visit with Wounded Warrior
Project veterans. In the 2021 offseason, Beck participated in a
virtual visit with Buckley Space

Force Base and USO Colorado to
celebrate WingMan Week, a program dedicated to strengthening
connection, relaxation, and the
rejuvenation of the fighting spirit.
He also partnered with Freedom
Service Dogs of America on multiple initiatives, including highlighting the organization on his
cleats for My Cause My Cleats.
"To win this award means so
much to me. Working with the
military and giving back to them
is something I'm passionate
about. I grew up in a military
family, so I know the things that
they go through," Denver Broncos Fullback/Tight End ANDREW BECK. "My dad [who is
in the military] is such a big role
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To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

