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Honoring our servicemembers
through action shows respect

By Sen. Marsha Blackburn
Almost 80 years ago, the Allied
assault on Nazi territory landed
on the beaches of Normandy. The
sacrifice of over 2,500 American
troops that day and countless
others throughout the rest of the
Second World War made the defeat of the Nazis a reality. Today,
our servicemembers have not
wavered in their commitment to
secure freedom for future generations. While Military Appreciation Month has come to a close,
Tennesseans show gratitude for
our heroes all year long.
The Volunteer State’s military
legacy is strong. Tennessee first
earned its nickname after state
militia volunteers served under
General Andrew Jackson during
the War of 1812. Then, when
President James K. Polk asked

for 2,600 volunteers to fight in
the Mexican American War,
30,000 Tennesseans stepped up.
Those brave volunteers made
history and earned their reputation as some of the hardestfighting troops in the nation.
During World War I, the Tennessee National Guardsmen of the
30th division received more
Medals of Honor than any other
division in the theater. Our
troops once again proved themselves during the Second World
War, where the 117th Infantry
Regiment became one of the
war’s most decorated. Decades

Opinion
later, after terrorists attacked our
nation on 9/11, Tennesseans
were among the first to brave the
front lines in the Global War on
Terror.
At home, Tennesseans are reminded every day of our military’s heroic service. In March,
the National Guard rushed to
stop a wildfire in the Great
Smoky Mountain National Park
from spreading into nearby communities. Last year, our Guardsmen rescued those swept under
by deadly flash flooding in
Humphreys County, provided
clean-up support in the wake of
Hurricane Ida, and executed air
rescue missions for medical
emergencies, including bear at-

tacks and hiking injuries. Tennessee’s National Guardsmen live
up to their promise of being “always ready, always there,” and in
military communities across the
Volunteer State – in Clarksville,
Tullahoma, Holston, and Millington
–
servicemembers
proudly defend their nation
through research, training, and
deployment.
Tennessee owes a debt of gratitude to our troops. We must remain dedicated to supporting our
military heroes and the families
who make their work possible.
During my visit to Fort Campbell
last month, I spoke with servicemembers about the resources
they need to win on the front
lines. In Washington, I am leading the way to improve readiness
capabilities for active duty
troops, food security for military
families, and healthcare access
for veterans.
Almost 80 years after the Allied
victory began on the beaches of
Normandy, we are still unable to
repay the sacrifice of our servicemembers. But, we can continue
to express our gratitude through
action. On this D-Day and every
day in the Volunteer State, I join
Tennesseans in supporting the
heroes who risked their lives for
freedom.

For the Record
Blackburn, Booker, Rosen and
Braun reintroduce Women’s
Appreciation Day resolution
WASHINGTON, D.C., June 10,
2022– U.S. Senators Marsha
Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Cory
Booker (D-N.J.), Jacky Rosen
(D-Nev.), and Mike Braun (RInd.) introduced a bipartisan resolution designating June 12,
2022 as Women Veterans Appreciation Day to honor women veterans for their military service
and recognize the growing presence of women in the United
States Armed Forces and National Guard. June 12 marks the
day the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act of 1948 was
signed into law, legislation that
allowed women to serve as permanent members of the military.
"Women have been an asset to
our military and served valiantly
alongside their brothers in arms
for over a century. Our female
patriots save lives, win battles,
and defend the cause of freedom
for our nation and our partners
abroad. This bipartisan resolution
recognizes their invaluable contributions and is an important
part of our work to honor Tennessee's courageous veteran community," said Senator Blackburn.
“Despite barriers and prejudices,
women have courageously
served in the United States military since our nation’s inception,

"Women have been an asset to

our military and served valiantly alongside their brothers
in arms for over a century.
Our female patriots save
lives, win battles, and defend
the cause of freedom for our
nation and our partners
abroad. This bipartisan resolution recognizes their invaluable contributions and is
an important part of our work
to honor Tennessee's courageous veteran community,"
said Senator Blackburn.
from their efforts in the American Revolution to defending the
Union in the Civil War,” said
Sen. Booker. “Following in the
footsteps of those early trailblazers, women have since taken
up diverse roles in our Armed
Forces. This resolution honors
the selfless sacrifices these
women have made on behalf of
our nation and also draws attention to the fact that we must do
more not just in words, but in action, to help women veterans reentering civilian life.”
“For over a century, women
have bravely served our country
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Wreaths Across America Radio hosts sixth in series
of big roundtable discussions on Veteran Healing
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For PTSD awareness month, the focus of this live discussion is PTSD and suicide.
COLUMBIA FALLS, ME —
June 14, 2022 — Wreaths Across
America Radio is proud to announce the sixth in its series of
roundtable discussions focused
on Veteran Healing through sharing stories of resilience, purpose,
and success. This live discussion
will take place on Thursday, June
30, at 12PM ET, and can be
heard exclusively on Wreaths
Across America Radio.
The discussion will focus on
post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and veteran suicides, discussing the causes, highlighting
the avenues to get help, and
learning how to make those connections so veterans can empower themselves into building
supportive communities. Guest
panelists – listed below – will be
interviewed by Wreaths Across
America’s Executive Director
Karen Worcester and Director of
Military & Veteran Outreach,
former United States Army Captain Joe Regan.
Guest Panelists Include:
Major General (ret) Gregg
Martin: General Martin is a
vocal advocate for mental health
awareness. Among his many positions he was the Commandant
of the U.S. Army War College,

members, veterans, and their
families; and
•Connecting veterans with valuable resources.
You can listen to Wreaths Across
America Radio’s 24/7 internet
stream anytime and anywhere on
the iHeart Radio app, Audacy
app, TuneIn app, or at
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
radio
and President of the National
Defense University. He is the
former Deputy Commanding
General of U.S. Central Command, the Commanding General
of the Maneuver Center of Excellence, and Commandant of
the U.S. Army Engineering
School.
Cindy Roberts: Cindy is the
Department of New York, President, American Gold Star
Mothers, Inc. She and her husband Bob are the proud parents
of SGT Kristie Roberts who
served in the Army National
Guard as a medic. Kristie took
her own life on Aug. 21, 2012,
and every day since her parents
have worked tirelessly to help
“stop the negative stigma” associated with suicide. This includes service and support to the
national nonprofit Mission 22.

“I have the utmost respect for all
those who have served and are
serving our country,” said Karen
Worcester, Executive Director,
Wreaths Across America. “This
discussion, like all our Roundtables have been to date, is so important to be had, if it can help
even one person find a path forward.”
The goal of the Wreaths Across
America Radio roundtable series
on Veteran Healing is to help reduce barriers for veterans by:
•Supporting generational bonds
between service veterans through
stories of service and success;
•Destigmatizing issues faced by
veterans and asking for help;
•Combating inaccurate perceptions of veterans by discussing
the diverse experiences, challenges, and success of service

Happy Father’s Day!
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This is the sixth broadcast in this
series, Roundtable discussions
are broadcast on Wreaths Across
America Radio at least once per
quarter. All panel discussions are
broadcast
exclusively
on
Wreaths Across America Radio.

About Wreaths Across America Radio
Wreaths Across America Radio
is a 24/7 Internet stream. Its
unique format provides informational and inspiring content
about members of the U.S.
armed forces, their families, military veterans, and volunteers
throughout the country and overseas who support the mission to
Remember, Honor and Teach.
Along with the inspiring content,
Wreaths Across America Radio

plays a variety of music with
roots firmly planted in patriotism
and a country music thread running through the core of the
stream. Wreaths Across America
Radio has a live morning show
every weekday morning from 6
am to 10 am eastern, along with
a variety of special programs that
support the mission.
Listen live at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/radio and most
recently, via the iHeart Radio
app, or download it at the App
Store or on Google!
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded to continue and expand
the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester in
1992. The organization’s mission
– Remember, Honor, Teach – is
carried out in part each year by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.
For more information or to
sponsor a wreath please visit
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
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