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Military News and More...
Memphian Petty Officer 1st Class Marktavius Littles participates

in world’s largest international maritime warfare exercise
By Chief Mass
Communication Specialist
John Sorensen,
Navy Office of Community
Outreach
PEARL HARBOR – A 2013
Overton High School graduate
and Memphis, Tennessee, native
is serving in the U.S. Navy as
part of the world’s largest international maritime warfare exercise, Rim of the Pacific
(RIMPAC).
Petty Officer 1st Class Marktavius Littles is an aviation boatswain’s mate-equipment serving
aboard USS Abraham Lincoln, a
U.S. Navy aircraft carrier operating out of San Diego, California.
A Navy aviation boatswain's
mate-equipment is responsible
for operating and maintaining
aircraft catapults, arresting gear
and barricades.
Aircraft carriers provide unique
capabilities and survivability.
They are a powerful exhibition of
the American Navy's legacy of
innovation, technological evolution, and maritime dominance,
according to Navy officials.
Since USS Langley's commissioning 100 years ago, the nation's aircraft carriers, such as
USS Abraham Lincoln, and embarked carrier air wings have
projected power, sustained sea
control, bolstered deterrence,
provided humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief, and maintained enduring commitments

“I grew up with the value of
treating others as you want to
be treated,” said Littles. “In
these close quarters aboard
ship, this value is very important.”

Petty Officer 1st Class Marktavius Littles
(Photo/Courtesy U.S. Navy)
worldwide.
Carriers. "These ships touch
"The aircraft carrier is our U.S. every part of our Navy's mission
Navy's centerpiece, our flagship, to project power, ensure sea conand a constant reminder to the trol, and deter our adversaries."
rest of the world of our enduring
Today, Littles uses skills and
maritime presence and in- values similar to those learned in
fluence," said Rear Arm. James Memphis.
P. Downey, USN, Program Ex“I grew up with the value of
ecutive Officer (PEO) Aircraft treating others as you want to be

treated,” said Littles. “In these
close quarters aboard ship, this
value is very important.”
As the world’s largest international maritime exercise,
RIMPAC provides a unique
training opportunity that helps
participants foster and sustain
cooperative relationships that are
critical to ensuring safety at sea
and security on the world's
oceans. RIMPAC 2022 is the
28th exercise in the series that
began in 1971.
The theme of RIMPAC 2022 is
Capable, Adaptive, Partners. The
participating nations and forces
exercise a wide range of capabilities and demonstrate the inherent flexibility of maritime forces.
These capabilities range from
disaster relief and maritime security operations to sea control and
complex warfighting. The relevant, realistic training program
includes gunnery, missile, antisubmarine and air defense exercises, as well as amphibious,
counter-piracy, mine clearance
operations, explosive ordnance
disposal and diving and salvage
operations.
“During RIMPAC, I think it's interesting that so many countries
come to one place for one mis-

Memories of Honor will host military tribute race
event on August 6, partnering with Big Machine
Music City Grand Prix and Black Rifle Coffee Co.
A patriotic "on-track" experience for participants to bike,
walk, or military ruck the Music
City Grand Prix Racetrack in
downtown Nashville
Executive Director & Blue-Star
Mother Amy Cotta talks MOH
mission on
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (July 21,
2022) - Tennessee-based national non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, Memories of Honor,
announced their inaugural Music
City Miles & Memories event
taking place on Saturday, Aug. 6,
from 7:30am - 8:45am during
the Big Machine Music City

Grand Prix. In partnership with
Black Rifle Coffee Company
(BRCC), Memories of Honor's
next patriotic military tribute
athletic race event to support
MOH’s mission of making every
day a Memorial Day, is set to be
a one-of-a-kind on-track experience for all racers to bike, walk,
or military ruck the Music City
Grand Prix racetrack in down-

town Nashville. As part of the
partnership, BRCC will be providing complimentary coffee for
race participants, along with
sponsoring a number of registration fees for military veterans to
run and participate in Music City
Miles & Memories.
“We are beyond excited to team
up with the Big Machine Music

U.S. Marshals Service for the Western
District of Tennessee announces the
rollout of district-level Twitter page

MEMPHIS and JACKSON,
Tenn. – The U.S. Marshals Service for the Western District of
Tennessee has announced the
rollout of a district-level Twitter
page. Now you can receive information from the USMS in West

Military Tickets for FedEx
St. Jude Championship
The FedEx St.. Jude Championship will acknowledge the commitment and service of the U.S.
Military by offering two complimentary tickets each day (Aug.
10-14) for active duty and reserve members. Military retirees,
veterans, and their dependents
will be offered discounted tickets
at $15 plus tax on Wednesday
and $35 plus tax Thursday
through Sunday. For more information, visit FedExChampionship.com and follow links and
instructions. Military members
will need an active GovX account to verify military status
and unlock ticket offer. For information, visit www.govx.com to
create an account.

Tennessee
by
following
@USMSMemphis.
This will be another way to receive news releases, updates, and
community-related information
for the 22 counties in West Tennessee to include: Benton, Car-

roll, Chester, Crockett, Decatur,
Dyer, Fayette, Gibson, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson, Henry, Lake, Lauderdale,
Madison, McNairy, Obion, Perry,
Shelby, Tipton, and Weakley
Counties.

Email sports news to MSTsports@prodigy.net

City GrandPrix to offer this oneof-a-kind experience to honor
our fallen military and their families,” said Amy Cotta, Founder
& Executive Director of Memories of Honor. “We are also
honored to have veteranfounded, Black Rifle Coffee
Company join our efforts in this
community outreach event.”
Music City Miles & Memories
is open to the public, those wishing to participate may register by
visiting musiccitymilesandmemories.com.
EVENT DETAILS
• DATE: August 6, 2022
• TIME: 7:30 AM – 8:45 AM
• LOCATION: Music City
Grand Prix Racecourse --1st Ave
South, Downtown Nashville
• PACE: You will have up to 55
minutes to complete the twomile course. All foot traffic must
be off the racecourse by 9 AM
sharp!
• NO PETS are allowed on the
course.
• SUPPORTING: Funds raised
support Memories of Honor

sion,” said Littles. “It baffles me
that this can happen. I want to see
how the navies from around the
world can work together.”
Serving in the Navy means Littles is part of a team that is taking
on new importance in America’s
focus on rebuilding military
readiness, strengthening alliances
and reforming business practices
in support of the National Defense Strategy.
“The Navy brings worldwide
availability,” said Littles. “When
they need us, we can be there for
strength and humanitarianism.”
With more than 90 percent of all
trade traveling by sea, and 95
percent of the world’s international phone and internet traffic carried through fiber optic
cables lying on the ocean floor,
Navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity and
security of the United States is
directly linked to a strong and
ready Navy.
According to Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday, four
priorities will focus efforts on
sailors, readiness, capabilities,
and capacity.
“For 245 years, in both calm and
rough waters, our Navy has stood
the watch to protect the homeland, preserve freedom of the
seas, and defend our way of life,”
said Gilday. “The decisions and
investments we make this decade
will set the maritime balance of
power for the rest of this century.
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Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:
MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net
Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 27th Black
History 2022 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune’s 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com

Judicial Watch
sues Naval
Academy over
Critical Race
Theory records
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Judicial
Watch announced on July 26,
2022 that it filed a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) lawsuit
against the U.S. Department of
Defense (DOD) for records re-

“Marxist Critical Race
Theory and its racial division
have no place in the Naval
Academy, which is training
the next generations of Navy
leadership,” said Judicial
Watch President Tom Fitton.
“That the Pentagon has been
unlawfully hiding these
records for a year suggests
something awful is afoot.”

EVENT DAY SCHEDULE
• Packet pickup: 6:30 AM to
7:30 AM
• Race Day Registration 7:00 7:30 AM
• On-Track Ride / Walk / Ruck

lated to the United States Naval
Academy (USNA) implementing
Critical Race Theory (CRT) in
the training of naval recruits. (Judicial Watch. v. U.S. Department
of Defense (No. 1:22-cv02172)).
Judicial Watch filed the lawsuit
was filed after the DOD failed to
respond to an August 5, 2021
FOIA request seeking:
•Any and all PowerPoint presentations used for training and/or
classroom instruction discussing
Critical Race Theory, CRT (when
used to represent Critical Race
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See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

