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Remembering the 13 who gave their lives in Afghanistan
Readers, the article below was written on August 28, 2021. August 16, 2022 marked the one-year
anniversary of Afghanistan.We honor these young soldiers and those who served in Afghanistan.
By Andrea Scott
Military Times Saturday,
August 28, 2021
Eleven Marines, one Navy
corpsman and one soldier were
“killed as the result of an enemy
attack while supporting noncombatant evacuation operations,” according to a Saturday
press release from the Department of Defense, which released
the names of the U.S. troops.
A Thursday attack outside the
Hamid Karzai International Airport Kabul, Afghanistan, killed
13 U.S. service members supporting Operation Freedom’s
Sentinel.
Eleven Marines, one Navy
corpsman and one soldier were
“killed as the result of an enemy
attack while supporting noncombatant evacuation operations,” according to a Saturday
press release from the Department of Defense, which released
the names of the U.S. troops.
The names were released 24
hours after families of the deceased were notified.
For the Marine Corps, the deceased are:
• Sgt. Johanny Rosario Pichardo, 25, of Lawrence, Massa-

chusetts, assigned to 5th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, Naval
Support Activity Bahrain.
“Her service was not only crucial to evacuating thousands of
women and children, but epitomizes what it means to be a Marine: putting herself in danger for
the protection of American
values so that others might enjoy
them,” Marine 1st Lt. John
“Jack” Coppolasaid told the Boston Globe Saturday in a statement. “She is a hero, and her
legacy will never be forgotten.”
•Sgt. Nicole L. Gee, 23, of Sac-

ramento, California, assigned to
Combat Logistics Battalion 24,
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit,
II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.
Gee entered active duty in the
Marine Corps in 2017, according
to a Facebook post from II Marine Expeditionary Force.
She was a ground electronics
transmission systems maintainer
assigned to Combat Logistics
Battalion 24, a subordinate unit
of Combat Logistics Regiment
27, 2nd Marine Logistics Group,
II Marine Expeditionary Force.

Her previous assignments include recruit training at Parris Island, South Carolina; School of
Infantry–East in Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina; Aviation Accession & Primary Military Occupational Specialty School in
Pensacola, Florida; and Marine
Corps Communications-Electronics School in Twentynine
Palms, California, according to
II MEF.
Her military awards include the
Marine Corps Good Conduct
Medal and the National Defense
and Global War on Terrorism

Service Medals.
Maj. Gen. Roger B. Turner Jr.,
commanding general of the 1st
Marine Division, said in a Saturday statement, “I extend my
deepest, heartfelt condolences to
the families, friends and loved
ones of the 1st Marine Division
servicemen who lost their lives
while heroically safeguarding the
evacuation of thousands of U.S
citizens and faithful allies from
Hamid Karzai International Airport.”
They “paid the ultimate price to
defend our nation and extend the
reach of freedom beyond our
shores. We cherish the legacy
these warriors leave behind and
commit our resources to support
the wounded and bereaved.”
The servicemen were members
of 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment, currently forward-deployed with the Special Purpose
Marine Air-Ground Task Force–
Crisis Response–Central Command, which deployed in
February and is scheduled to return later this fall, Turner said in
a statement.
“They were tasked to assist with
the evacuation of the U.S. Embassy, U.S. citizens, special immigrant visa applicants, and
those Afghans who worked
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Frayser High School graduate Chief Petty Officer Jason
Reed is air traffic controller on the USS Abraham Lincoln
By Yeoman 1st Class April
T. Copeland,
Navy Office of Community
Outreach
PEARL HARBOR – A 2002
Frayser High School graduate
and Memphis, Tennessee, native
is serving in the U.S. Navy as
part of the world’s largest international maritime warfare exercise, Rim of the Pacific
(RIMPAC).
Chief Petty Officer Jason Reed is
an air traffic controller aboard
USS Abraham Lincoln, a U.S.
Navy aircraft carrier operating
out of San Diego, California.
A Navy air traffic controller is responsible for providing airport
control operations aboard the
ship.
Aircraft carriers provide unique
capabilities and survivability.
They are a powerful exhibition of
the American Navy's legacy of
innovation, technological evolution, and maritime dominance,
according to Navy officials.

Chief Petty Officer Jason
Reed is an air traffic controller. (Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
Ethan Carter)
Since USS Langley's commissioning 100 years ago, the nation's aircraft carriers, such as
USS Abraham Lincoln, and embarked carrier air wings have
projected power, sustained sea

control, bolstered deterrence,
provided humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and
maintained enduring commitments worldwide.
"The aircraft carrier is our U.S.
Navy's centerpiece, our flagship,
and a constant reminder to the
rest of the world of our enduring
maritime presence and influence," said Rear Adm. James
P. Downey, USN, Program Executive Officer (PEO) Aircraft
Carriers. "These ships touch
every part of our Navy's mission
to project power, ensure sea control, and deter our adversaries."
Today, Reed uses skills and
values similar to those learned in
Memphis.
“Since joining the Navy I've
learned to be consistent and to
have integrity,” said Reed.
As the world’s largest international maritime exercise,
RIMPAC provides a unique
training opportunity that helps
participants foster and sustain
cooperative relationships that are

critical to ensuring safety at sea
and security on the world's
oceans. RIMPAC 2022 is the
28th exercise in the series that
began in 1971.
The theme of RIMPAC 2022 is
Capable, Adaptive, Partners. The
participating nations and forces
exercise a wide range of capabilities and demonstrate the inherent flexibility of maritime forces.
These capabilities range from
disaster relief and maritime security operations to sea control and
complex warfighting. The relevant, realistic training program
includes gunnery, missile, antisubmarine and air defense exercises, as well as amphibious,
counter-piracy, mine clearance
operations, explosive ordnance
disposal and diving and salvage
operations.
“The warfare games being
played during RIMPAC are extremely intricate and play a huge
role in continuing to develop in-
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The left’s battle to erase women in sports ...
In women's sports, athletes at
all levels have all been forced
to compete head-to-head with
biological males. Swimmer
Riley Gaines shared her frustration with me after racing
against biological male Lia
Thomas in the NCAA championships – a competition reserved for the top 1% of
college swimmers.
differences between the genders
puts women at a disadvantage
and undermines any hope of fair
competition. What is happening
in women's sports is only one example of the years-long battle to
erase women.
I saw how invested Democrats
are in this fight just a few months
ago when I asked Justice Ketanji
Brown Jackson a simple question
– "Can you provide a definition
of the word 'woman?'" Liberal
media and party activists
erupted; they claimed even asking the question was insensitive
and transphobic. This name calling couldn't distract from the
left's refusal to admit a fact of
basic biology. They can't face the
science because they know it is
in direct contrast to what they've
been demanding for years. In

2015, the Atlantic declared
schools the new "ground zero"
for the gender debate – and they
were exactly right. What began
with accepting students' preferred pronouns quickly divulged
into letting men use women's
bathrooms. The movement has
since expanded by sending biological males into women's
locker rooms and onto girls'
sports teams.
With students getting back to

class and team tryouts beginning,
parents are worried about what
the "gender justice" movement
could mean for their own chil-

Opinion
dren.
In the Senate, I joined my colleagues to lead the Protection of
Women and Girls in Sports Act
which will require schools to enforce Title IX based on biological
sex, not gender identity. I also re-
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teroperability with our allies,”
said Reed.
Serving in the Navy means Reed
is part of a team that is taking on
new importance in America’s
focus on rebuilding military
readiness, strengthening alliances
and reforming business practices
in support of the National Defense Strategy.
“The Navy protects global passageways by ensuring freedom of
navigation for free commerce,”
said Reed.
With more than 90 percent of all
trade traveling by sea, and 95
percent of the world’s international phone and internet traffic carried through fiber optic
cables lying on the ocean floor,
Navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity and
security of the United States is
directly linked to a strong and
ready Navy.
According to Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday, four
priorities will focus efforts on
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leased a back-to-school guide for
moms and dads pushing back
against the left's woke agenda.
By running for school board,
meeting with coaches, and talking with principals, parents can
continue to fight for fairness for
their little ones.
Democrats will keep using

"gender justice" to put up more
barriers for women and erase
gender altogether. In Tennessee,
we are taking a stand. Through
legislation and local activism, we
won't stop fighting for our
daughters and granddaughters to
have the equal opportunities they
deserve.

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:
MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net
Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 27th Black
History 2022 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune’s 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com

See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

