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Arlington High School graduate Lt. j.g. Kelly
Harris serves on the USS The Sullivans which
honors legendary Sullivan brothers of WW II
NAVAL STATION MAYPORT,
Fla. – Lt. j.g. Kelly Harris, a
native of Memphis, Tennessee, is
serving aboard the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer, USS The Sullivans
(DDG 68).
Harris, a 2016 graduate of Arlington High School, says her favorite part of serving in the U.S.
Navy is the moving and traveling.
"I love the lifestyle,” said Harris.

According to Navy officials,
The Sullivans is named to
honor five brothers from
Waterloo, Iowa, who served
together on the USS Juneau
during World War II. The
Sullivan brothers: George,
28; Francis, 27; Joseph,
24; Madison, 23; and Albert, 20; lost their lives
during the Battle of Guadalcanal on November 13,
1942. They were adamant
about serving together in
spite of the Navy wartime
policy to separate family
members.
“I love moving, traveling, the
benefits and the people. My dad
retired from the Navy as a captain after 31 years and my older
sister commissioned as an officer in the Navy in 2018, so it's
kind of a family business. I saw
a lot of good, and I wanted to
continue to do that.”
Today, Harris serves as the col-

Memphian Lt. j.g. Kelly Harris serves aboard the USS, The Sullivans (DD68), which is
named in honor of the Sullivan brothers. Their sacrifice marked the greatest military loss
by one American family during World War II. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jahlena Royer/Released)
lateral duty public affairs officer
and main propulsion officer responsible for managing 32
sailors.
According to Navy officials, The
Sullivans is named to honor five
brothers from Waterloo, Iowa,
who served together on the USS
Juneau during World War II. The
Sullivan brothers: George, 28;

Francis, 27; Joseph, 24; Madison, 23; and Albert, 20; lost their
lives during the Battle of Guadalcanal on November 13, 1942.
They were adamant about serving together in spite of the Navy
wartime policy to separate family
members. This was the greatest
military loss by any one American family during World War II.
The Sullivans is currently under-

going a routine maintenance
period after completing a sevenmonth global deployment where
they participated in multinational
operations and joint training exercises with international partners
to
foster
positive
relationships while ensuring freedom of navigation and maritime
security.

Stephanie VanBrakle Prothro ... from sports page 1
Super Regionals and six
Women's College World Series
appearances.
"First, I want to thank University of Alabama president Dr.
Stuart Bell, athletics director
Greg Byrne and head coach Patrick Murphy for everything during my 11 years as an assistant
coach with the Crimson Tide,"
Prothro remarked. "Coach Murphy gave me an opportunity to
grow and develop into the coach
I am today, and I will always be
grateful for the opportunity to
coach at my alma mater.
"I would also like to thank University of Memphis president Dr.
Bill Hardgrave, Laird Veatch,
and Executive Associate Athletic
Director/Senior Women's Administrator Lauren Ashman for
the opportunity to lead the Memphis softball program. In discussing our vision for the future of
the athletic department and the
softball program throughout the
interview process, there is a clear
passion and enthusiasm that we
all share and I can't wait to get to
work building towards that vision.
"I am excited to set a standard
of excellence that will build a
culture of champions on and off
the field. It is a great day to be a
Memphis Tiger!"
In her first season guiding the
Alabama pitching staff in 2012,
she helped the Crimson Tide win
its first national championship.
Behind the right arm of Jaclyn
Traina, the 2012 team rolled
through the postseason, winning
the Southeastern Conference
regular-season title for the thirdstraight year and then claiming
the SEC Tournament title before
advancing through the NCAA
Regional and Super Regional
rounds and finally capturing the
coveted national championship.
Prothro was instrumental in the
development of Traina. In her
first season as the ace of the
staff, Traina was named an
NFCA first team All-American
and the SEC Pitcher of the Year.
Traina led the nation with a
school-record 42 wins and struck
out 361 batters, another Tide alltime best. The following season
in 2013, Traina again earned
NFCA and Easton All-America
honors. As a senior in 2014,

"We are thrilled to welcome
Stephanie to the Tiger family
as the new leader of our softball program," Ashman said.
"She is a proven winner who
has excelled in the collegiate
softball world since her time
as a student-athlete at the
University of Alabama. Stephanie is a tremendous leader
who places a high value on
athletic, academic and personal growth for her studentathletes. I can't wait for her
to get started."
Traina was again named a First
Team All-American and took
home SEC Pitcher of the Year
honors, helping lead the Tide to
a runner-up finish at the Women's
College World Series.
"We are thrilled to welcome
Stephanie to the Tiger family as
the new leader of our softball
program," Ashman said. "She is
a proven winner who has excelled in the collegiate softball
world since her time as a studentathlete at the University of Alabama. Stephanie is a tremendous
leader who places a high value
on athletic, academic and personal growth for her student-athletes. I can't wait for her to get
started."
In 2015, Prothro oversaw a
pitching staff that included SEC
Freshman of the Year Alexis

Osorio, a First Team All-American and top-three finalists for the
NFCA Freshman of the Year
award. Sophomore Sydney Littlejohn also threw a pair of perfect games that season,
becoming the first Tide pitcher to
throw a perfect game since Prothro did so as a player for Alabama in 2006. Littlejohn was
tabbed a Second Team AllAmerican in 2016 and earned national accolades following two
wins on the road against then-top
ranked Florida during the regular
season.
On opening weekend of the
2017 season, Osorio threw the
program's fourth perfect game in
a win over Coastal Carolina, fanning a school-record 19 batters,
which surpassed Prothro's own
record that had stood for over a
decade. That win marked the
start of what would be another
All-American season for Osorio
in which she earned 23 wins with
a 1.21 ERA and 334 strikeouts,
including four games with 18 or
more strikeouts. In the NCAA
Tournament, Osorio allowed just
two runs over 23.2 innings
pitched with 29 strikeouts
against top-ranked Minnesota
and top-seeded Florida.
In 2019, Alabama's pitching
staff earned a pair of postseason
honors from the Southeastern
Conference, with Sarah Cornell
as its Pitcher of the Year and
Montana Fouts the Freshman of
the Year. Fouts would also go on
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to earn NFCA All-America
honors and was a top-three finalist for its national Freshman of
the Year award.
In 2021, Fouts led the NCAA
with 349 strikeouts, earning
NFCA Pitcher of the Year and
SEC Pitcher of the Year honors.
At the Women's College World
Series, she threw a perfect game
against defending national champion UCLA, the fifth in WCWS
history and first since 2000.
In 2022, Fouts was named a
Second-Team All-American by
the NFCA and earned All-Region
and First-Team All-SEC accolades. With her 39 strikeouts over
20.2 innings, Fouts is the all-time
record holder for strikeouts in the
SEC Tournament.
Prothro was named Alabama's
pitching coach on July 5, 2011,
returning to Tuscaloosa after
spending one season as the head
coach at Samford. Prior to serving as Samford's head coach, she
spent the previous two years as
the head coach at Birmingham
Southern College. She posted a
record of 57-14 in her two seasons with the Panthers, for an impressive
.803
winning
percentage. In her first season as
a head coach in 2009, Prothro led
the Panthers to a 32-5 record. The
team broke 13 program records,
including the mark for wins in a

Please see sports page 5

Shoot Like A
Girl announces
new partnership
with MTN OPS
ATHENS, Ala. – August 23,
2022 – Shoot Like A Girl is excited to announce their new partnership with MTN OPS for the
Sea to Shining Sea Tour and the
2022 Season. MTN OPS offers a
full line of performance products
and gear to elevate your training
and improve your life. Their product lineup includes energy products, protein supplements,
recovery and general wellness
supplements. MTN OPS is also
the creator of Operation Conquer
Hunger, which utilizes MTN
OPS purchases to donate nutritious meals to children around
the world.
“The partnership with MTN
OPS is an exciting addition to
the products we can offer our attendees and guests,” said Karen
Butler, Founder and President of
Shoot Like A Girl. “They share
so many of our values in fostering community bonds, the desire
to succeed and contributing to
conservation. They are truly an
amazing partner, and I am excited for our participants to be introduced to the brand and all it
has to offer.”
Shoot Like A Girl strives to empower women through shooting
sports demonstrations and events
while opening a discussion surrounding sports and outdoors.
Through partnerships like those
with MTN OPS, they’re able to
bring their state-of-the-art mobile gun range and certified female instructors to cities across
the country to share their extensive knowledge of firearms, archery, outdoor accessories and
safety with guests and attendees
who are never charged. Those
present are given one-on-one attention from passionate experts
in the shooting sports field.
“MTN OPS is excited and grateful to be able to partner with
Shoot Like A Girl and to empower individuals looking to be
in the outdoor community," said
Matt Lloyd, the VP of Marketing. "MTN OPS’ mission is to
improve the lives of individuals
and families by inspiring them to
achieve their ultimate level of
performance through high-quality energy and performance products, backed by science.
Through its Operation Conquer
Hunger initiative, the company
has donated more than three million meals to children in need
through charity partners."
To learn more about MTN OPS,
visit their website. During the
Shoot Like A Girl Sea to Shining
Sea Tour, MTN products will be
showcased at the mobile range
for the public to view, sample
and learn more about. The Sea to
Shining Sea Tour dates are available online.
The event is free to each guest
thanks to Shoot Like A Girl’s
generous corporate partners, including Bass Pro Shops,
Cabela’s, Beretta, GLOCK, Taurus, TrueTimber, Walker's, Black
Rifle Coffee Company, Federal
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Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:
MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net
Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 27th Black
History 2022 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune’s 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com

See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

