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Wreaths Across America makes national call for citizens
to wave flags to remember 9/11 ... from sports page 1
veterans, will join to share in the
patriotic act of waving the flag,
and sharing the stories of those
who raised their hand to serve
following the events of that fateful day. The flag waving will start
at 8:46 am ET, when on Tuesday,
Sept. 11, 2001, five hijackers
took control of American Airlines
Flight 11 and flew it into the
heart of New York City and the
northern facade of the World
Trade Center's North Tower (1
WTC) and end at 10:03 am ET
when four hijackers crashed
United Airlines Flight 93 into a
field in Stonycreek Township
near Shanksville, Penn., on the
same day.
You too can join by tuning in to
the organization’s Official Facebook page, to share pictures and
videos from your own community flag waving. Participants
are encouraged to take video and
pictures of their participation in
the national flag waving and
share them with WAA, their
family, and their friends to help

REMEMBER, HONOR and
TEACH the generation born
after 9/11, how hard times can
strengthen us as a nation. Please
use the hashtag #FlagsAcrosstheCountry and #AmericaStrong
when posting on social media
and tag the Wreaths Across
America Official Facebook
page.
WAA waves the American Flag
every Tuesday morning between
9-10 a.m. ET and encourages the
public to join them. Each week,
messages of unity and remembrance are shared and the legacy
of the “Freeport Flag Ladies” –
who took to the Hill in Freeport

Following the events of 9/11,
three patriotic women (Elaine
Greene, Joann Miller and
Carmen Foote) were moved
to find an old American flag
they had stored at home and
stand on a hill in Freeport,
Maine, waving that flag to
honor victims. These women
became nationally known as
“The
Freeport
Flag
Ladies...”
on 9/11/01 following the events
of that morning to hoist the flag
and share a message of strength
– lives on as it did each week for
18 years. After they retired on
September 11, 2019, WAA took
over the tradition and continues
the weekly flag waving along US
Route 1 in Jonesboro, Maine.
“Each Tuesday, we are joined by
dozens of members of the local
community and curious people
stopping to be part of something
meaningful,” said Karen Wor-

cester, Executive Director,
Wreaths Across America. “I hope
people will join us this year, both
on the anniversary of 9/11, as
well as each Tuesday moving
forward. This flag waving has
taken on new meaning for us all
and given a spark of hope for
unity and patriotism during this
difficult time in our country.”
Following the events of 9/11,
three patriotic women (Elaine
Greene, Joann Miller and
Carmen Foote) were moved to
find an old American flag they
had stored at home and stand on
a hill in Freeport, Maine, waving
that flag to honor victims. These
women became nationally
known as “The Freeport Flag
Ladies,” and proudly hoisted the
Stars and Stripes every Tuesday
morning for the following 18
years. After they retired on September 11, 2019, (their last 9/11
remembrance) the following
Tuesday, September 17, 2019,
Wreaths Across America took the
helm and continued the weekly

flag-waving tradition along US
Route 1 in Jonesboro, Maine.
To learn more go to
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
To watch the Facebook live event
go to https://fb.me/e/2UPjaByZj.
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths
Across America is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization founded
to continue and expand the annual wreath-laying ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery
begun by Maine businessman
Morrill Worcester in 1992. The
organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and other
locations in all 50 states and beyond.
For more information or to sponsor a wreath please visit
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

Millington Central High graduate Petty Officer 3rd
Class Rodrigo Chavez serves aboard Navy warship
By Mass Communication
Specialist 1st Class Jerry
Jimenez
Navy Office of Community
Outreach
SAN DIEGO - A native of Millington, Tennessee, is serving in
the U.S. Navy aboard the
guided-missile cruiser, USS
Cowpens.
Petty Officer 3rd Class Rodrigo
Chavez, a 2020 Millington Central High School graduate, joined
the Navy three years ago.
“I was inspired to join the Navy
because I did four years of
NJROTC and one of my instructors influenced me to join the
Navy,” said Chavez.
Today, Chavez serves as a machinist's mate.
A machinist's mate is responsible for repairing and maintaining
hydraulic
and
air
conditioning systems, and performing various other duties on
a ship.
Chavez relies upon skills and
values from lessons learned in
Millington to succeed in the military.
“I learned to always do my best
no matter what's going on
around my life,” said Chavez.
Homeported in San Diego, California, USS Cowpens is named
after the Revolutionary War Battle of Cowpens, a major American victory near Cowpens, South

Petty Officer 3rd Class Rodrigo Chavez has winning smile
as he stands proudly aboard the USS Cowpens. (Photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sang Kim, Navy Public
Affairs Support Element West)
Carolina. The historic battle
weakened British attempts to
wrest the southern colonies from
American control.
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers are tactical multimission surface combatants

capable of conducting anti-air
warfare, anti-submarine warfare
and anti-surface warfare, as well
as humanitarian assistance, according to Navy officials.
Fast, maneuverable, and technically advanced, cruisers provide

the required warfighting expertise and operational flexibility to
execute any task overseas.
Serving in the Navy means Chavez is part of a world that is taking on new importance in
America’s focus on strengthening alliances, modernizing capabilities, increasing capacities and
maintaining military readiness in
support of the National Defense
Strategy.
“The Navy contributes to national defense by always being
everywhere in the sea at all
times,” said Chavez.
More than 90 percent of all
trade travels by sea, and fiber
optic cables on the ocean floor
carry 95 percent of the world’s
international phone and internet
traffic.
Navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity and
security of the United States is
directly linked to ready sailors
and a strong Navy.
“Maintaining the world’s best
Navy is an investment in the security and prosperity of the
United States, as well as the stability of our world,” said Adm.
Mike Gilday, Chief of Naval Operations.“The U.S. Navy – forward deployed and integrated
with all elements of national
power – deters conflict,
strengthens our alliances and
partnerships and guarantees free
and open access to the world’s

oceans. As the United States responds to the security environment
through
integrated
deterrence, our Navy must continue to deploy forward and campaign with a ready, capable,
combat-credible fleet.”
“The Surface Force will continue to meet the challenge of
strategic competition and respond to the realities of the modern security environment,” said
Commander of Naval Surface
Forces Vice Adm. Roy Kitchener. “ Our efforts are critical to
preserve freedom of the seas,
deter aggression and win wars.”
Sailors like Chavez, have many
opportunities to achieve accomplishments during their military
service.
“I'm most proud of the work I've
done here," said Chavez. "When
I first got here we brought up a
whole chill water pump, two air
conditioning systems, and one air
compressor to full working capabilities. We also restored the majority of freshwater to this day,”
said Chavez.
As Chavez and other sailors
continue to train and perform
missions, they take pride in serving their country in the United
States Navy.
“Serving in the Navy means setting an example for my younger
brothers and people I meet in the
Navy,” added Chavez.

Remembering TN Highway Patrol Sergeant Lee Russell and
Marion County Detective Matt Blansett killed in helicopter
“There are no words to describe
the heartache and sadness our
department is experiencing right
now,” said Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland
Security Commissioner Jeff
Long. “Sergeant Russell was an
outstanding pilot but an even
better person. We mourn with
the Marion County Sheriff’s Department in the loss of Detective

Sergeant Lee Russell
NASHVILLE, TN- On August
23, the Tennessee Department of
Safety and Homeland Security
and the Marion County Sheriff’s
Department suffered a heartbreaking loss. Tennessee Highway Patrol (THP) Sergeant Lee
Russell of the THP Aviation Division and Marion County Sheriff’s Department Detective Matt
Blansett were conducting an aerial mission in the Chattanooga
area when the helicopter they
were operating crashed in a
wooded area of Marion County.
We are saddened to report that
both men lost their lives while
serving the people of Tennessee
on this mission.

Matt Blansett. Both men were
passionate about their jobs. This
is a tremendous loss for the Tennessee law enforcement community. We ask for prayers of
comfort for the families, our department, and the Marion
County Sheriff’s Department
during this dark and difficult
time.”
“Our hearts are filled with sad-

ness,” said THP Colonel Matt
Perry. “As we navigate these difficult times, we ask that you
please pray for their families,
friends, and the men and women
of the Tennessee Highway Patrol
and the Marion County Sheriff’s

Department. These men are heroes, and we will never forget
them.”
The crash is under investigation by
the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) and the FAA.

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:
MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net
Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 27th Black
History 2022 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune’s 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com

See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

