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Black Veterans petitioning the National Museum
of African American History in Washington, DC
Let me be clear in what we
have requested: We are
asking for one hundred
square feet (a ten foot by
ten square foot) plot of land
outside on five acres (two
hundred and eighteen thousand square feet lot.) We
are disappointed about this
becoming a public fight.
However, we are willing to
fight for the location which
is public property, and the
most fitting for the statue.
Its presence also lends to
the historical appearance
of the physical museum
edifice.

By Charles Blatcher, III

Chairman, National Coalition
of Black Veteran Organizations
OAKLAND, CA- The National
Coalition of Black Veteran Organizations have launched a petition drive to place a statue of
Brigadier General Charles Young
on the grounds of the National
Museum. The statue will memorialize the late Buffalo Soldier’s
1918 walk/horseback ride from
Wilberforce, Ohio to Washington, DC. The 497 mile ride demonstrated his fitness to return to
active duty after a forced medical
retirement from the segregated
US Army in 1917. The statue will
symbolize the honor and dedication of all Black Veterans for
the merits of their contributions
before what is known as the Civil
Rights era. Black Military History is the cornerstone of the
Civil Rights Movements dating
back to abolitionist Fredrick
Douglass. The coalition would
like to make the statue a gift from
the Black Veterans community to
history and the Nation. There is
no statue of a Black soldier/officer on horseback adorning any

This rendering shows the proposed statue by Antonio Tobias Mendez in front of the National Museum of African American History. (Photo/Courtesy: Antonio Tobias Mendez)
street in the nation’s capital.
Brigadier General Charles Young
would be the very first.
In February, we contacted the
National Museum making a
request they allow the statue
placement on the public grounds.
With the request they received a
video link to our Sculptor Antonio Mendez portfolio and video
titled: Inspection of the Colonel
Charles Young Maquette (You
tube: Antonio Mendez Portfolios
(tobymendezstudios.com) Inspection of the Colonel Charles
Young Maquette - YouTube).
We commissioned two castings
of the maquette both are on public display at the Kentucky
Center for African American

Brig. Gen. Charles Young
Heritage and the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum in Houston, Texas. With deep respect
and intent, we surveyed a dozen
locations in Washington DC.,
seeking potential locations for
the statue. The National Museum
property proved to be the most
favorable. The National Museum
recently declined the request
without explanation.

Despite the unexplained rejection, the property is the most appropriate public location for the
statue. There is a direct association between the institution’s
Civil Rights theme, Black Military History, and the legendary
Buffalo Soldier. Brigadier General Charles Young is an icon of
Black military service, symbolizing longevity, dedication, and
honor. In addition, the statue
would give honor to World War I
Black Veterans. Their service and
personnel are the least recognized
in our history. The question we
pose to the National Museum of
African American History is
“why not.” The statue would aid
the limited presentation in the
Black Military History gallery.

Profile: Germantown native Petty Officer 3rd Class
Amya Marion serves aboard USS Fort Lauderdale
mented by helicopters or vertical
take-off and landing aircraft.
These ships support amphibious
assault, special operations, or expeditionary warfare missions and
serve as secondary aviation platforms for amphibious operations.
Serving in the Navy means Marion is part of a team that is taking
on new importance in America’s
focus on strengthening alliances,
modernizing capabilities, increasing capacities and maintaining military readiness in support
of the National Defense Strategy.

By Stephanie Fox,
Navy Office of Community
Outreach
NORFOLK, Va. – Petty Officer
3rd Class Amya Marion, a native
of Germantown, Tennessee,
serves aboard the Navy’s newest
warship operating out of Norfolk,
Virginia. USS Fort Lauderdale,
an amphibious transport dock
ship, was commissioned July 30
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
"If there is one thing that history
has shown us from the days of
antiquity it is that the stakes of
the competition for control of the
seas are high and for our part,
USS Fort Lauderdale stands
ready to deliver on any day, and
at any time," said Capt. James
Quaresimo, the ship’s commanding officer. “And those that may
wish to challenge us – they
should pause. For we are
equipped with America’s unstoppable secret weapon that our
enemies will never be able to duplicate and that is the fierce, dedicated and unstoppable, men and
women of the United States
Navy and Marine Corps!”
Marion joined the Navy three
years ago. Today, Marion serves

“I joined the Navy because I
wanted to make my family
proud,” said Marion. “I
wanted to accomplish something big in life. I felt like the
Navy could help me do that."
as a logistics specialist.
“I joined the Navy because I
wanted to make my family
proud,” said Marion. “I wanted
to accomplish something big in
life. I felt like the Navy could
help me do that."
Growing up in Germantown,
Marion attended Germantown
High School and graduated in
2019. Today, Marion relies upon
skills and values similar to those
found in Germantown to succeed
in the military.
“Germantown taught me to be
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Petty Officer 3rd Class Amaya Marion serves aboard
Navy’s newest warship, the USS Fort Lauderdale. (Photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Amber Weingart, Navy
Office of Community Outreach)
aware of my surroundings,” said
Marion. "That's helped me in the
Navy because a ship has a lot of
moving parts. If you're not paying close attention then people
can get hurt."
These lessons have helped Marion while serving aboard USS

Fort Lauderdale.
Amphibious transport dock ships
are warships used to transport
and land Marines, their equipment, and supplies by embarked
Landing Craft Air Cushion or
conventional landing craft and
amphibious assault vehicles aug-

“The Navy contributes to the
National Defense Strategy because we are a show of force,”
said Marion.
With more than 90 percent of all
trade traveling by sea, and 95
percent of the world’s international phone and internet traffic carried through fiber optic
cables lying on the ocean floor,
Navy officials continue to emphasize the importance of accelerating America’s advantage at
sea.
“Maintaining the world’s best
Navy is an investment in the security and prosperity of the
United States, as well as the sta-
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The National Museum has
shown some deference toward
the subject of our military history. Per my past mention, history institutions devote display
space in accordance with their interest in the subject matter. The
average gallery size in the three
hundred and sixty thousand
square feet facility is seven thousand square feet. With exception
is Oprah’s studio replication at
ten thousand square feet, and
sports and entertainment galleries comprising the top floor.
The Black Military History gallery is limited to three thousand
square feet. There are broom
closets in the institution larger
than the Black Military History
gallery. Let me present that in
another way; Oprah’s fifty million dollars contribution is three
times more valuable by square

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to:
MSTnews@prodigy.net
MST sports@prodigy.net
MSTentertainment
@prodigy.net
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net
BlackInfoHwy@
prodigy.net
Welcome, Travelers!

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on
The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
25th Annual
Black History 2020
Special Edition
and the 27th Black
History 2022 Special
Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

See The Mid-South
Tribune’s 2022 Juneteenth
Edition on Black
Information Highway.com
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Memphis
topples Navy
on the road,
37-13
ANNAPOLIS, Md. – The University of Memphis football team
took down Navy, 37-13, on Saturday afternoon at Navy-Marine
Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md.
Quarterback Seth Henigan led
the Tigers (1-1, 1-1 AAC) with
his third-career 400-yard passing
game, completing 24-of-34
passes for 415 yards and two
touchdowns. His 70.6 completion percentage on the game was
a career-best for the sophomore.
The Tigers outgained the Midshipmen (0-2, 0-1) 506 yards to
314 and forced three turnovers
on the afternoon.
Tight end Caden Prieskorn had
five receptions for 22 yards and
a score, while wide receiver Joseph Scates reeled in a 79-yard
touchdown from Henigan. Gabriel Rogers had a career-best 95
receiving yards on six catches,
while Javon Ivory had a gamehigh seven catches for 89 yards.
Defensively, Quindell Johnson
continued his great start to the
season, totaling a team-best 13
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See
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black Information
Highway.com
on the Black History Lane

To punish Coke for its
punishment of
Black-Owned & Small
Businesses in Atlanta,
we say:

No Coke!
No Woke!
Drink Pepsi!
-The Mid-South Tribune-

