January 7-14, 2022

The Mid-South Tribune

Page 3 Sports

Crappie USA travels to Crescent Lake in Toby Lapinski is new face
Crescent Lake, FL for major tournaments behind the Fishing Wire
From
The Fishing Wire.com
Crappie USA celebrates its 25th
Anniversary of providing competitive fishing to crappie anglers
in 2021. Anglers will travel from
across the country to compete on
Crescent Lake, Crescent City, FL
for the January 8, 2022 event as
part of the CUSA Winter Series.
The event is presented by Bass
Pro Shops/Cabela’s and hosted
by Putnam County Tourism in
Palatka FL and the city of Crescent City, FL. Anglers will be
vying for a payout equal to 100%
of entry fees. By fishing this
event anglers automatically qualify for the Winter Championship.
The top 3 teams in each division
qualify for the 2022 classic.
Anglers fishing the event will be
testing their crappie fishing skills
against other anglers and whatever Mother Nature has to offer.
Crescent Lake is known for its
abundant population of beautiful
black crappies. Two-pound
specks are not unusual in the 13
miles long by 3 miles wide lake.
Anglers new to the lake will discover that it is relatively shallow,
averaging 10 to 12 feet deep.
With legal waters for the Winter
Series event as Crescent and
Dead Lake up to the St. Johns
River anglers will find plenty of
water to investigate. Crescent
Lake lends itself to just about any
method of fishing. Historically it
has produced extremely well for
long lining anglers. Pre-fishing is
encouraged but must stop at midnight before the tournament.
How to Enter
Teams may consist of one or two

anglers, with a third member allowed if the angler is under the
age of 16 years old. Early registration can be accomplished on
the CUSA website. Teams may
also enter by calling (502) 3845924 or by entering at the mandatory pre-tournament seminar
on the night before the tournament begins. Entry fees vary by
the length of the tournament. All
fees are posted on the website
linked above. Late entries are
subject to a $25.00 late fee.
Participating anglers must be a
member of the American Crappie
Association (ACA).
Sign up at crappieusa.com where
the various levels of membership
are available. Each membership
will include a subscription to the
Crappie Digest, the official publication of Crappie USA, and one
of the top crappie fishing publications in the nation.
Registration and Seminar
Late registration and a pre-tournament seminar will be held the
day before the tournament at City
Hall, 3 Summit Street, Crescent
City, FL.
Late Sign-in begins at 5:00 pm
and runs until 6:00 pm when the
seminar begins. This seminar is
open to the public. Those not
fishing the event are encouraged
to attend this meeting and meet

some of the region’s top crappie
anglers.
The Weigh-In Site
The tournament weigh-in will be
held at the boat ramp located at
105 Cypress Avenue, Crescent
City, FL. Fishing hours are 6:30
am to 3:00 pm and all anglers are
required to be in line by 4:00 pm.
This is the perfect opportunity for
non-competitors to learn how the
big ones are caught. Interviews of
the top 5 teams are conducted
following the weigh-in.
Tournament Host and Lodging
Site
Crappie USA welcomes all anglers and their guests to the area
and invites them to take the opportunity to enjoy the local attractions.
Lodging is provided by Lakeview Motel, 1004 N. Summit
Street, Crescent City, FL (386698-1090) and Georgia Boys
Fish Camp, 217 Butler Drive,
Satsuma, FL (386-325-7764).
The number of rooms in the area
may be limited. It is recommended that participants
make their reservations early.
Crappie USA “Free Crappie Kids
Rodeo”
A FREE Crappie Kids Fishing
Rodeo will be held in conjunction with the tournament at the

weigh-in site. An adult must accompany all participating children. The event is free to all
children 12 years of age and
under.
Crappie USA is happy to announce a new headline sponsor
of our Kids Fishing Rodeos,
DMF Bait Company (DMF) will
be presenting the kids’ events on
the trail and because of them, the
annual scholarships will be increased to $10,000 beginning
with the 2022 Classic.
Sign up for the Kids Rodeo is
Saturday at 8:00 am with fishing
from 9:00 am – 11:00 am. The
Crappie USA Kids Fishing
Rodeo is a chance for children of
the area to get out and enjoy nature, do a little fishing, and win
some prizes. All participants are
eligible for a chance to win one
of the six, Crappie USA
$1,000.00 scholarships. The
scholarships are awarded annually at the CUSA Classic. To
date, more than $379,000.00 in
scholarships have been awarded.
The Winter Series Classic
The CUSA Winter Series Classic
Championship will be held January 14th – 15th on the St. Johns
River out of Deland, FL. It will
feature a guaranteed payout of
$15,000. See the CUSA website
listed for details.
National Sponsors
National Sponsors of Crappie
USA are Bass Pro Shops
Cabela’s, Ranger Boats, Mercury Marine, Mustad Hooks,
Gamma, B’n’M Poles, Drift-
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Toby Lapinski
After more than a decade writing for “The Daily News of the
Fishing Industry,” Frank Sargeant moves on from his seat at
the helm of The Fishing Wire to
pursue new adventures and opportunities and makes way for
Fishing Tackle Retailer’s very
own Digital Editor, Toby Lapinski.
As noted in Frank’s final edition
of The Fishing Wire, “I’ve enjoyed the ride. I’ve watched
TFW grow from just a few corporate members to many dozens,
while our daily readership has
multiplied geometrically. And
I’ve edited and published over
2,600 of these daily newsletters,
including some 52,000 news
items—never missing a deadline,
I might add.”
Frank will be joining the team at
BoatTest.com, the world’s largest
video marine newsletter, getting
back to the roots he put down for
many years at Boating Magazine,
Rudder, Sea and other boating
publications.
While Frank has left some big
shoes to fill, The Fishing Wire
will be in good hands moving

forward as the current Digital
Editor of Fishing Tackle Retailer,
Toby Lapinski, will be assuming
his vacated duties and responsibilities. Toby Joined FTR back in
April and has managed the website and Social Media platforms
ever since. “I look forward to the
exciting new challenges and opportunities that TFW presents for
me and I hope to grow and expand its reach even further. Frank
was the voice of the fishing industry for the past 10 years and
anglers from all corners of the
country, and from all different
backgrounds and angling interests looked to him each day to
find out what was going on locally, nationally and even
globally in the world of fishing.
He carries with him a lasting legacy that I can only hope to live
up to for many years to come.”
The Fishing Wire is published
five days per week, offering subscribers — industry leaders,
news media, retailer and influencers — the latest news on
the events, products and people
that matter most in fishing. Its
coverage has appeared in innumerable print, online and network outlets all across the
country, including USA Today,
the Los Angeles Times, Boston
Globe, New York Post, Fox
News, CNN and ESPN.
If you haven’t already done so,
be sure to sign up for The Fishing
Wire today so that you don’t miss
a single email. And if you have
story, news item or press release
that you’d like to share, be sure
to send it over to Toby at editor@thefishingwire.com.

TN State lawmakers give first responders living choice ... from sports-military 2
candidates, regardless of where
they live, to address a serious
deficit of police officers. “Passage of this legislation will help
us fight our rising crime rates by
enabling us to hire more police
officers.” said Kelsey. “This requirement needs to be removed
immediately because it is an obstacle in recruiting and retaining
first responders in an already
tough labor market.”
“Limiting a workforce by limiting the labor pool has never been
a good answer,” said House Ma-

In 2021, the city of Memphis
recorded a record-breaking
346 homicides. At least 31 of
these victims were under 18,
with homicide claiming more
lives of children in Shelby
County than the COVID-19
pandemic.
jority Caucus Chairman Jeremy
Faison (R-Cosby) who is sponsoring the bill in the House of
Representatives. “This legislation will open the labor pool and
you will see crime drop”
In 2021, the city of Memphis

recorded a record-breaking 346
homicides. At least 31 of these
victims were under 18, with
homicide claiming more lives of
children in Shelby County than
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Senators Kelsey and Rose won
approval of the bill last March in
the Tennessee Senate. The legislation, however, was deferred
until 2022 in the House of Representatives. The 2022 legislative session begins next
Tuesday, January 11.
“This is common-sense legislation,” said Senator Rose. “Law

enforcement officers, firefighters,
and emergency personnel across
our state are on the front lines
protecting us every day. They
need the support of all citizens
and legislators, and when this
legislation is passed, the leadership of these departments will be
enabled to hire the staff they desperately need to keep our citizens
safe.”
Last year, the Memphis City
Council adopted a resolution acknowledging that the city is over
400 officers short of its hiring
goal.

“Reducing violent crime, public
safety and safe streets are the
number one priority of the residents of Memphis,” said House
co-sponsor
Representative
White. “Studies have shown that
the Memphis Police Department
is understaffed by several hundred officers and that as the
number of officers in the police
force increases, the levels of violent crime in Memphis decrease. This bill will aid efforts
to make our streets safer.”
“I think it is a mistake to limit
ourselves when it comes to re-

cruiting good men and women to
serve and protect our communities,” said House co-sponsor Representative Gillespie.
“We should be thinking regionally; this legislation will help
to expand our pool of highlyqualified applicants, resulting in
more boots on the ground serving
constituents.”
The Municipal Technical Advisory Service (MTA), which provides assistance and training to
municipal officials and employ-
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Memphis Police Assoc. donates funds from Breast Cancer T-Shirt
fundraiser to help West Cancer Foundation fight ... from sports page 2
cancer awareness t-shirts. The
Memphis Police Association
Charitable Foundation also supports community partners with
the goal of improving community
engagement, health education,
and youth education. With a
focus on these three areas, the
foundation has been able to
garner support for members and
their families, as well as organizations that promote positive outcomes for Memphis youth.
“We want to thank everyone
who supported our breast cancer
T-shirt fundraiser this year. We
are honored to be able to raise
funds to help fight cancer with
West Cancer Foundation,” said
Randie Smalley.

“We want to thank everyone
who supported our breast
cancer T-shirt fundraiser this
year. We are honored to be
able to raise funds to help
fight cancer with West
Cancer Foundation,” said
Randie Smalley.
The Memphis Police Association represents over 2,000 commissioned police offers and
retirees, and its mission is to advocate for the professional, educational, economic, and social
welfare of members, to ensure
their fair and equal treatment,
and to continually seek opportunities to strengthen the bond be-

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual
Black History Month edition, coming in Feb. 2022.

tween officers and the communities they serve. Members of
the Memphis Police Association
strive to protect, defend, and
oversee the fair and equitable
implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between the City of
Memphis and the Memphis Police Association, and to provide
for the equitable and peaceful
adjustments of differences which
may arise, as related to wages,

hours and other conditions of
employment. To learn more
about the Memphis Police Association, visit https://memphispoliceassociation.org/.
West Cancer Foundation is a
Memphis-based nonprofit organization founded in 2020 to advance the fight against cancer
through local research, education, patient support and community
outreach.
The
organization is committed to de-

veloping collaborative partnerships and innovative community
initiatives that will improve
health inequities, increase research, and leave a lasting impact
by removing barriers to cancer
care. For more information, visit
westcancerfoundation.org
The West Cancer Foundation can
be found online:
Website: https://westcancerfoundation.org/
Facebook:
https://www.face-

book.com/westcancerfoundation
About West Cancer Foundation:
West Cancer Foundation is inspired by the work for Dr. William H. West who felt that he
received a commission to perform his life’s work when his
mother, Margaret West, died after
her battle with breast cancer.
For more information visit
https://westcancerfoundation.org

