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Saving Florida's Rodman Reservoir aka George Kirkpatrick
Dam backs up 9500 acre reservoir on the Ocklawaha River
By Frank Sargeant
Free-flowing rivers are nearly always a good thing, but in some
cases, impounded rivers are even
better things.
To be sure, many western rivers
have been ruined for fish production by dams—salmon and steelhead that must run into
free-flowing cold water rivers to
spawn suffer enormously, with
some runs of these highly-valued
fish almost exterminated by multiple dams on big rivers like the
Columbia.
But in Florida, there’s a dam that
appears to do at least as much
good as harm.
The Rodman Reservoir, aka
George Kirkpatrick Dam northeast of Ocala in Ocala National
Forest, backs up a 9500 acre reservoir on the Ocklawaha River
that produces some of Florida’s
best trophy bass fishing year
after year. It just recently played
in John Crews Bassmaster Elite
win on the St. Johns River—
Crews locked into the lake for a
major part of his winning
catches.
I fished the lake with Senator
Kirkpatrick many years ago, and
swimming live shiners around
the weedmats, we put two 8
pound largemouths in the boat,
along with over a dozen fish in
the 4 to 5 pound class. It was
nothing unusual for the lake—it’s
stiff with giant bass.

Jumbo bass like this one are an everyday catch on Rodman
Reservoir, an impoundment of Florida's Ocklawaha River
northeast of Ocala. (Photo courtesy Rodmanreservoir.org )
And, the ability of the dam to
raise and lower water levels
helps keep it that way. When the
lake becomes too overgrown
with weeds, production drops—
and Florida’s Fish and Wildlife
agency can drop the water level
to allow the bottom to dry out for
a few months. When the lake refills, there’s an enormous rebound effect.
The process is repeated every
three to four years, with the
water level decreased by approximately 10 feet for several
months. This gets rid of all the
excess weeds, and also concentrates all the bass in the remaining river channel, where they
stuff themselves with the clus-

tered prey. The lake then refills
and the fish spread out into essential “new” water, where they
get another big growth spurt.
The result is an ever-renewing
bass factory that continuously
turns out fish in the 8 to 10 pound
class at a rate higher than almost
any other lake in the state.
Anglers from all over the nation
come to Florida specifically to
catch a lifetime trophy at Rodman.
Rodman is loaded with flooded
timber that makes excellent bass
habitat, and the water level is
managed to assure continuing
fish production. Photo courtesy
of rodmanreservoir.org with permission.

The lake has been a tremendous
boon to one of Florida’s few remaining backwoods areas. And
the river swamp alongside it still
provides excellent habitat for
countless water birds, osprey and
bald eagles, deer and turkey,
gators and even growing populations of black bears.
While eliminating the dam
would eventually add those 9500
acres of habitat back to the riverswamp, it would greatly reduce
the fishery potential, since riverine habitat does not present the
same opportunities for trophy
bass growth nor for panfish fisheries as a water-level-managed
lake.
It would also wipe out the livelihoods of the hundreds of area
residents who depend on the lake
for income from guiding, bait
sales, fish camp lodging, boat
sales and lots more. (If you’d like
to sample the fishing yourself,
Captain Sean Rush is one of the
top guides on the lake:
www.floridatrophybass.com.)
RodmanReservoir.org says that
the lake contributes over $6 million per year to the economies of
Putnam and Marion counties,
and is the 13th most visited public land in the state’s 129 total.
Since nearly all bass are released
unharmed, the fish just keep getting bigger.
Right now is prime time for a
lunker there, incidentally—from
December through early March

the bite for the biggest fish of the
year is on.
In any case, well-meaning conservationists continue to push for
elimination of the dam, which
would eliminate the lake completely and return the river to its
natural course.
While the river swamp would regrow over a few decades, the
world-class bass fishery would
be gone forever.
To be sure, there are some advantages to the river versus the lake.
More river swamp would mean
more terrestrial wildlife—more
deer and turkeys and small game
and bird life. The free flowing
river would no doubt become a
float trip destination for kayakers
and canoeists, as well.
But there would no doubt be
fewer alligators and ospreys and
bald eagles, as well as fewer
wading birds, which currently
thrive due to the repeated drawdowns.
Overall, the greatest benefit to
the greatest number seems to be
leaving Rodman Reservoir as it
is to continue to produce some of
the nation’s best fishing for new
generations of anglers, and continuing to support all the fishingrelated businesses that have
grown up around the lake.
***
You may contact Frank Sargeant
at Frankmako1@gmail.com
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April is Testicular
Cancer Awareness
Month
Coalition Calls on the United
States Preventative Services Task
Force to Review its Recommendation Against Testicular SelfExams
WASHINGTON — Several organizations are calling for the
United States Preventative Services Task Force (USPSTF) to reconsider its recommendation
against screening for testicular
cancer, which includes a recommendation against self-exams.
The coalition is also calling for
increased research and greater
awareness of the challenges facing testicular cancer patients, survivors, and their loved ones.
The coalition, which includes
the Men’s Health Caucus of the
American Public Health Association, Men’s Health Network,
The Male Wellness Collective,
the Testicular Cancer Foundation, the Sean Kimerling Testicular Cancer Foundation, the
Testicular Cancer Society, Save
the Doodads, and the University
of Central Florida’s Testicular
Cancer Research Collaborative,
continues to rally around improving the quality of life for testicular cancer patients and survivors
while bringing awareness to their
issues and calling on stronger
tools to assess their health and
wellbeing.
“This is an important time to
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Jack Daniel Williams earns win at Toyota Series presented by A.R.E.
BYRDSTOWN, Tenn. , April 4 –
Kingsport, Tennessee, boater
Jack Daniel Williams brought a
five-bass limit to the scale Saturday weighing 21 pounds, 13
ounces to win the Toyota Series
Presented by A.R.E. at Dale Hollow Lake. Williams’ three-day
total of 15 bass weighing 64-10
earned him the victory by a 1pound, 13-ounce margin over
second place boater Kevin Drake
of Cleveland, Tennessee, and
earned Williams the top payout
of $71,500.
The three-day event, hosted by
the Byrdstown-County Chamber
of Commerce, was the second
event of the season for the Toyota
Series Central Division.
“I’m telling you I’m speechless,
I really am. I don’t even know
what to say. I think it will set in
tomorrow, maybe when I drive
out of here,” said Williams,
laughing and adding, “I know
that trophy is going to sleep in
the bed with me for the next six
weeks, I’m sure.”
Like most of the Top 25, forward-facing sonar and an abundance of bait were critical factors
in Williams reaching the final
day of competition. He noted that
certain characteristics in his primary area along with changing
weather conditions affected the
movement of baitfish throughout
the area.
“All my areas had points and
steep drops on each side of them.
The bait would load up on points
when it got warm and drop off
when it got cold into that deeper
water.”
Williams targeted Dale Hollow’s
schools of fish with a small 3½inch swimbait rigged on a ¼ounce jig head. He, like many
others, made targeted casts aided
by his sonar to specific single
fish or pods of fish to initiate

Jack Daniel Williams proudly shows off his trophy after declaring victory at the Toyota
Series Presented by A.R.E. (Photo/Courtesy: Toyota Series)
strikes.
“The warmer weather made the
bait come up and that’s when I’d
use a lighter head, with a slower
fall to keep it in front of their
face,” explained Williams.
While Williams was able to notch
three bags eclipsing 21 pounds, it
wasn’t easy by any stretch. Williams noted that the turning point
of his was event was his late Day
2 flurry where he culled all five
of his keeper fish to jump from
roughly 13 pounds to 21-7. That
put him in fourth and within
striking distance on Day 3.
“It gave me the confidence going
into the [final] day. I caught them
late yesterday, and it gave me
some confidence. I figured that
they would still be there. So, I
showed up today and caught a 4pounder immediately.”
Williams’ area wasn’t on fire immediately after his early morning
4-pounder. But, after bouncing
around to a few new areas, Williams was able to put a limit of

fish in the boat before jumping
his weight up soon thereafter by
returning to his primary area.
“It seemed like I needed the wind
to get up, so I left. I went and
caught five, and then when I
came back, I started culling.”
Still in shock at taking the top
spot, Williams took a moment to
reflect on what this meant for
him in his young career.
“This is the dream come true.
Every fisherman knows it’s not
about the money. It’s about winning, and just loving the sport
really,” he said. “And doing
good. I just want to do good as a

fisherman, that’s it. If I was to get
beat with 21 pounds each day
then so be it, hats off to them.”
The top 10 pros on Dale Hollow
Lake finished:
1st: Jack Daniel Williams, Kingsport, Tenn., 15 bass, 64-10,
$71,500
2nd: Kevin Drake, Cleveland,
Tenn., 15 bass, 62-13, $31,000
3rd: Tristan Abbott, Somerset,
Ky., 15 bass, 62-8, $19,400
4th: Nick Ratliff, Vine Grove,
Ky, 13 bass, 62-5, $17,000
5th: Bailey Gay, Union, Ky., 15
bass, 60-2, $16,000

Learn how ‘A SoulsvilleUSA Strategy for Crime
Reduction’ can help to make a safer community.
Community Walk Against Gun Violence
begins on April 9.
See details on sports page 5

Sens. Blackburn and Booker
seek NCAA due process
Memories of Honor partners
from sports page 2
with Nine Line Apparel to
for bylaw infractions shall be the provisions of this bill.
equitable with respect to severity •Authorizes the DOJ to order the launch special edition T-shirt
of the infraction.

Enable Enforcement:
•Directs the DOJ to establish supervisory and investigatory
procedures to determine the
NCAA’s compliance with this
bill.
• Authorizes the DOJ, through an
administrative law judge, to fine
the NCAA or individuals on staff
(up to $15,000,000) for violating

removal of any member on the
NCAA’s board of governors.
Evaluate Legal Standing:
•This legislation would apply to
any interstate athletic association, conference, or other organization with authority over
intercollegiate athletics or that
administers intercollegiate athletics, with at least 900 member
institutions.

from sports page 2

Challenge, Boots For Troops,
101 Heroes Ride, and others.
Visit memoriesofhonor.org to
learn more or to become involved.
About Nine Line Apparel:
Founded in 2012 by Army Captain and former Special Operations Air Mission Commander

Tyler Merritt, Nine Line Apparel
is a patriotic lifestyle brand based
out of Savannah, Georgia. Nine
Line is known for their patriotic
designs, and as a give-back organization that supports our nation’s veterans and first
responders through the Nine Line
Foundation and other non-profit
initiatives. To learn more, visit
ninelineapparel.com.

6th: Isaac Peavyhouse, Jamestown, Tenn., 15 bass, 59-13,
$12,500
7th: Seth Davis, Harrison, Tenn.,
15 bass, 59-3, $11,000
8th: Austin Swindle, Parrish,
Ala., 15 bass, 58-7, $9,000
9th: Jonathan Dietz, Corry, Pa.,
15 bass, 54-13, $8,000
10th: Andrew Behnke, Fond du
Lac, Wis., 15 bass, 52-12, $6,000
Complete results can be found at
MajorLeagueFishing.com.
Pro Blake Hall of Decatur, Alabama, won the $500 Day 1 Berkley Big Bass award in the pro
division Thursday with a bass
weighing 8 pounds, 4 ounces. Pat
Eichmann of Nancy, Kentucky,
earned Friday’s $500 Berkley
Big Bass award with a 6-pound,
3-ouncer.
Drake took home an extra $1,000
as the highest finishing Phoenix
MLF Bonus member. Boaters are
eligible to win up to an extra
$35,000 per event in each Toyota
Series tournament if all requirements are met. More information
on the Phoenix MLF Bonus contingency program can be found at
PhoenixBassBoats.com.
Jeremy Bouldin of Kings Mountain, North Carolina, won the
Strike King Co-angler Division
Saturday with a three-day total of
13 bass weighing 35 pounds, 12
ounces. Bouldin took home the
top prize package worth $41,000,
including a new Phoenix 518 Pro

bass boat with a 115-horsepower
Mercury outboard motor.
The top 10 Strike King co-anglers on Dale Hollow Lake finished:
1st: Jeremy Bouldin, Kings
Mountain, N.C., 13 bass, 35-12,
Phoenix 518 Pro boat w/115-hp
Mercury outboard + $7,500
2nd: Clayton Weber, West Salem,
Wis., 13 bass, 32-4, $8,500
3rd: Randy Wiggins, Birmingham, Ala., 11 bass, 31-4, $7,350
4th: James Burns, Nancy, Ky., 12
bass, 31-3, $5,500
5th: Lenny Bays, Dayton, Ky., 11
bass, 29-1, $5,000
6th: Pop Catalin, Cookeville,
Tenn., nine bass, 25-13, $4,150
7th: Luke Kerstetter, Brookfield,
Wis., nine bass, 25-6, $3,500
8th: Gary Haraguchi, Murfreesboro, Tenn., 11 bass, 24-13,
$2,750
9th: Joe Rush, Brodhead, Ky., 11
bass, 24-4, $1,900
10th: Richard Arnold, Owens
Cross Roads, Ala., eight bass, 238, $1,700
The Day 1 Berkley Big Bass
$150 award winner in the Strike
King co-angler division, was Pop
Catalin with a 5-pound, 14-ounce
bass, while the Day 2 $150
award went to Tony Pickering of
Lafayette, Indiana, with a 5pound, 13-ounce fish.
For complete details and updated
information visit MajorLeagueFishing.com.

