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Bassmaster Clean-Up Challenge volunteers haul in13,000 lbs of
trash; Event sponsored by AFTCO and Yamaha Rightwaters
DAYTON, Tenn. — Before the
world’s best anglers took to the
water for the Guaranteed Rate
Bassmaster Elite at Chickamauga
Lake, 155 volunteers spread out
along the area’s shores and ramps
to collect trash as part of the Lake
Clean-Up Challenge sponsored
by AFTCO and Yamaha Rightwaters.
The volunteers, who represented
12 different organizations from
across East Tennessee, gathered
a staggering 12,982 pounds of
garbage, including 61 tires, a
camper shell and even a mattress.
Teamwork played a huge role in
the clean-up, with young anglers
from seven junior and high
school teams participating in the
afternoon-long challenge. Those
teams included Rhea County,
Meigs County, Sale Creek, Chilhowee, Soddy-Daisy, Whitwell
and Alcoa.
“When these kids are out here
picking up trash it really makes

“When these kids are out here
picking up trash it really
makes them think about
where the garbage at the
ramps and along the water
comes from and where it goes
when you drop used line, for
example, in the water,” said
Meigs County Anglers Coach
Terry Elliott. “This gets them
thinking about disposing of
their own trash in the proper
place. At their young age, it
reinforces just doing the right
thing.”
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Volunteers pulled nearly 13,000 pounds of trash from the ramps and shores of Chickamauga Lake as part of the Lake
Clean-Up Challenge sponsored by AFTCO and Yamaha Rightwaters. (Photo by Kyle Jessie/B.A.S.S.)
“People should be more responsible and manage their garbage,”
said eighth-grade angler Gaige
Lunsford of Meigs County. “It’s
bad for the fish, and without
healthy fish, we can’t keep
weighing in big bags.”
According to statistics from
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful, 80% of trash pulled from
waterways originated on land,
making clean-up efforts at ramps
and parks adjacent to waterways
even more critical for the longterm health of American fisheries.
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful along with the TVA, Tactical
Bassin’ and AFTCO staff worked
alongside 95 junior and high
school anglers and seven Bassmaster Elite Series pros during
the Lake Clean-Up Challenge at

Chickamauga.
“Our mission is to rally communities to keep the river beautiful for generations to come, and
the most important part of the
goal are the words ‘future generations,’” said Kathleen Gibi, executive director of Keep the
Tennessee River Beautiful.
“Today was a physical example
of what can happen when we
come together, and we’re grateful to AFTCO, Yamaha Rightwaters, B.A.S.S. and all of these
people from the community for
coming together to clean up one
of the most beautiful parts of the
Tennessee River.”
Participants received a gift
package from AFTCO and Yamaha Rightwaters. Plus, registered volunteer organizations
are eligible for conservation

“If everyone does their part, we
can help control and even alleviate the issue with trash on our
lakes. But it has to be a team effort,” said Jason Christie, the
2022 Academy Sports + Outdoors
Bassmaster Classic presented by
“If everyone does their part, Huk champion who would go on
we can help control and even to win the weekend’s Elite event
alleviate the issue with trash at Chickamauga. Christie was
joined by fellow Elite Series pros
on our lakes. But it has to be
Jeff Gustafson, Taku Ito, Carl Joa team effort,” said Jason cumsen, Luke Palmer, Matty
Christie, the 2022 Academy Wong and Jay Yelas at the Lake
Sports + Outdoors Bass- Clean-Up Challenge.
master Classic presented by As the groups brought in trash,
Huk champion who would go their haul was weighed on an industrial scale donated by Chattaon to win the weekend’s Elite
nooga’s Wingfield Scale.
event at Chickamauga.
The next Lake Clean-Up ChalClean-Up Challenges and the lenge will be held June 4 in
group’s overall conservation or Counce, Tenn., as part of the
Whataburger Bassmaster Elite at
public service mission.
Pickwick Lake. The final event
will be August 27 in La Crosse,
Wis.
In order to participate, volunteers
grants from AFTCO and Yamaha
Rightwaters. The brands will select the conservations grants —
totaling over $25,000 across the
three 2022 challenges — based
on their participation in the Lake

Johnny Morris continues to be classic American

success story... from sports page 1
poor water quality, mostly from
the Kissimmee River which
carries the outfalls of millions of
humans and tens of thousands of
cows southward to the big lake.
Now, the state’s Fish and Wildlife Commission is trying something different at the lake, where
thousands of acres are currently
covered with floating vegetation
so that boats can’t get through it.
The massive rafts of hyacinths
and other invasive plants are not
nearly as productive as natural
shorelines and marsh areas where
native rooted water plants grow.
The state is paying to have the
floating weeds harvested, converted to a liquid slurry, and
sprayed on agricultural lands
away from the lake as fertilizer.
The pilot project is cleaning
about 35 acres.

The idea is to open more
water so that rooted water
plants can take hold, get rid
of tons of nutrient, and ultimately improve the water
quality and the fishery.
The idea is to open more water
so that rooted water plants can
take hold, get rid of tons of nutrient, and ultimately improve
the water quality and the fishery.
While this is a very expensive
way to get rid of the problem, it
does show immediate results.
I’ve seen it work on Bishop’s
Harbor, a saltwater bay south of
Tampa where a spill from a fertilizer plant caused explosive
weed growth in the 1980’s. (The
same area had a more recent
spill, again with unfortunate results.)
Basically the weed harvesters are
floating combines, paddlewheel-powered boats with conveyers on the front end that
scoop up the floating weeds and
deposit them in a bin onboard for
transfer to trucks ashore. The ad-

Blackburn and colleagues
introduce legislation to
protect Walking Horse
industry ...from sports page 2
prevent conflicts of interest, and
suspend horses from shows if
they are found to be sore.
Background:

Johnny Morris has built an empire on fishing, hunting and boating equipment sales, and
has been remarkably generous with his wealth in supporting conservation and other
worthy causes. (Photo/Courtesy: Bass Pro Shops)
vantage over spraying is that the
nutrient in the plants does not
wind up as nutrient-loaded muck
on the bottom—it gets taken out
of the water, resulting in a
cleaner eco-system.
The FWC says the program will
be expanded if it proves beneficial, and will be combined with
their continued spraying programs as well as water level variations to try to make the lake
more productive and navigable—a good effort on Florida’s
most important bass fishery. See
more
about
it
here:
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/habitat/invasiveplants/aquatic-plant.
Gag Grouper Restrictions Likely
in Gulf
Federal fishery managers report
that gag grouper is overfished
and experiencing overfishing in
the Gulf of Mexico, and that’s
bad news for a lot of reef anglers.
The most recent stock assessment indicated the proportion of
males in the gag grouper population is less than 2%, which
negatively impacts the stock’s

ability to reproduce. Grouper are
one of the species where a
number of females become
males as they reach full maturity,
and if too many are harvested
while young, there’s a dearth of
males in the population.
The Council says it is “obligated
to end overfishing and develop a
rebuilding plan for gag grouper,
which will dramatically reduce
catch limits during the rebuilding
period.”
Since gags are a primary target
in the eastern Gulf, this will
mean a major hit on recreational
anglers and charter and party
boats as well as the tackle shops,
marinas and motels that service
the industry.
The plan likely won’t be in place
until 2024, so the Council asked
NMFS to provide analyses for an
interim rule to reduce harvest
and end overfishing beginning
January 1, 2023.
The analysis will include options
for the equitable distribution of
commercial and recreational
quota based on an annual catch
limit of 660,000 pounds, which
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and groups must preregister by
contacting Gene Gilliland,
B.A.S.S. Conservation Director,
at ggilliland@bassmaster.com.
“Whether they’re part of a junior
Bassmaster club, fishing team,
church group, Scout troop or a
group of civic-minded friends,
anyone who wants our waters to
be clean and free of trash is welcome to join us lake-side for
these events,” said Gilliland.
For full details, visit Bassmaster.com/Conservation-News.
About B.A.S.S.
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the
Bassmaster tournament leagues,
events and media platforms, is
the worldwide authority on bass
fishing and keeper of the culture
of the sport, providing cutting
edge content on bass fishing
whenever, wherever and however
bass fishing fans want to use it.
Headquartered in Birmingham,
Ala., the 515,000-member organization’s fully integrated media
platforms include the industry’s
leading magazines (Bassmaster
and B.A.S.S. Times), website
(Bassmaster.com), TV show,
radio show, social media programs and events. For more than
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been dedicated to access, conservation and
youth fishing.
The Bassmaster Tournament
Trail includes the most prestigious events at each level of
competition, including the Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by Mossy Oak Fishing,
TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation
Series, Strike King Bassmaster
College Series presented by Bass
Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Series presented by Academy Sports +
Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops Bassmaster Team Championship, Yamaha Rightwaters Bassmaster
Kayak Series powered by TourneyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Redfish
Cup
Championship
presented by Skeeter and the ultimate celebration of competitive
fishing, the Academy Sports +
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic
presented by Huk.

corresponds to the longest rebuilding timeline, per Gulf
Council.
The Council also recommended
maximizing the number of recreational fishing days, which is anticipated to occur with a later
start to the recreational fishing
season.
The Council expects to continue
work on this interim rule during
its June 2022 Council meeting
and finalize the request to NMFS
on the proposed management
measures for the January 1, 2023
fishing year at this meeting.
Unfortunately, more and more
anglers exerting more and more
fishing pressure means each of
us gets less if our fisheries are to
survive, here as elsewhere.
***
A Note from Frank Sargeant: In
full disclosure, I worked for Outdoor World Television, a part of
Bass Pro Shops, for eight years
in the early 2000’s.)

•After receiving pressure from
animal rights activists and leftist
ideologues, the Biden Administration is considering a proposed rule that could kill the
Tennessee Walking Horse industry.
•A competing bill, the Prevent
All Soring Tactics (PAST) Act of
2021, would expand the USDA’s
current jurisdiction over horse

show inspections, an entity that
has already been proven to be ineffective and would likely increase costs to all U.S. taxpayers.
•The PAST Act of 2021 would
also ban many industry-wide,
standard training and show devices and has been described by
the Performance Show Horse Association as legislation that
would “do little more than create
another layer of bureaucracy at
the USDA while denying horse
enthusiasts the opportunity” to
participate in competitions that
are the basis of the Tennessee
Walking Horse industry.

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s Special
Fatherhood Edition in June!

