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Inaugural Bassmaster High School Combine nets over $2.6
million in scholarships; Registration opens soon for 2022
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — After a
wildly successful debut year, the
Abu Garcia Bassmaster High
School Combine returns to
Wheeler Lake in Decatur, Ala.,
Sept. 16-18 for a weekend combining skills challenges and recruiting visits in hopes of reeling
in college fishing scholarship
money. The first Combine generated more than $2.6 million in
scholarship offers.
“These high school anglers represent some of the finest athletes
in the country, and it took the
same drive and commitment to
get here as it does to excel in any
sport,” said Abu Garcia Vice
President of Marketing Communications Marc Kemper.
“They truly represent the ethos of
Abu Garcia — Fish to Win.”
Only schools offering bass fishing scholarships were invited to
the inaugural High School Combine, and coaches from 19 colleges attended. The experience
offered young anglers and college coaches a chance to leverage
rare face time to find the best fit
for students ready to further both
their education and their fishing
at the next level.
“The Combine has given me the
opportunity to meet and recruit
anglers that I would've never
been able to evaluate otherwise,”
said Campbellsville University
coach Tony Miracle. “It also
gives kids the opportunity to
meet and talk to universities and
coaches that they never would've
had the chance to meet. It's an
unbelievable opportunity for
both sides.
“I signed two anglers from last

The 2022 Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Combine will be held Sept. 16-18, giving
high school anglers an opportunity to showcase their skills to college fishing coaches. (Photo
by Kyle Jessie/B.A.S.S)
year’s Bassmaster High School
Combine and am excited to get
them on campus and start their
journey. I'm also recruiting several high school juniors for next
year. I absolutely will be back
this year. I wouldn't miss it!”
The Abu Garcia Bassmaster
High School Combine will be a
three-day event where anglers
will perform multiple tasks to
showcase their skills not only on
the water but also display their
knowledge of the sport as a
whole. Each of the disciplines
will operate on a point system
and will be timed by an official
judge. Each angler will accumu-

late points to determine an overall winner.
After the first day, colleges will
have the opportunity to select anglers for a “second look” where
they can further explore everything that angler has to offer and
see if they would be the perfect
fit for their fishing program.
Fifty-seven scholarship offers
came out of the first-ever High
School Combine, with many students signing with a university
on-site. Overall winner Levi Thibodaux of Thibodaux, La., inked
an offer to fish for the Louisiana
State University-Shreveport Pilots and Coach Charles Thomp-

son, while Justin Frey of Landisburg, Pa., took home the victory
in Casting Accuracy as well as
an offer to fish for Bethel University.
“I connected with two universities during the combine that both
have fantastic programs at an
elite level,” said Frey. “What
separated them the most in my
mind was that both coaches were
awesome, caring individuals. I
was ecstatic and very blessed to
sign with an athletic scholarship
from Bethel University thanks to
Coach Garry Mason ... it’s been
a dream come true.”
Prior to the combine, Frey was

not being recruited by Bethel
University, which was the first
college in America to offer bass
fishing scholarships and has
claimed 11 national titles.
“B.A.S.S. is constantly looking
for ways to grow the High
School and College platforms
and give young anglers opportunities to excel not only in the
sport, but also in the industry,”
said Glenn Cale, B.A.S.S. Nation tournament manager —
College, High School and Junior.
“The inaugural Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Combine
was a great success, and we’re
looking forward to growing this
experience for both these high
school anglers and the coaches
who attend.”
Registration for the Abu Garcia
Bassmaster High School Combine will open at 1 p.m. CT on
June 7 at Bassmaster.com/highschool and remain open until 100
participants have registered. The
$500 registration fee includes accommodations for two nights
and all meals for the weekend.
For more information, visit
Bassmaster.com/high-school.

Whataburger serves up title sponsorship for Bassmaster
Elite Series at Pickwick Lake, Tennessee and on Fox Sports
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Whataburger, known for big flavors and
fresh ingredients served up just
like you like it, has signed on as
the tournament title sponsor for
the Bassmaster Elite Series at
Pickwick Lake.
The 2022 Whataburger Bassmaster Elite at Pickwick Lake —
the second Elite event scheduled
in Tennessee during the 2022
season — will be held June 2-5
in Counce.
“We enjoy being involved in
local events within Whataburger’s communities and are
pleased to continue supporting
the friendly competition at this
year’s Bassmaster Elite,” said
Jeff Altman, Whataburger’s Director of Sponsorships, Marketing & Innovation. “We selected
Pickwick Lake for its great location near our restaurants in
Northern Alabama, plus our recent expansion into Nashville
and upcoming opening in Memphis.”
Pickwick offers vast opportunities for anglers, with a good mix
of offshore fishing and shallow
structure and solid populations of
largemouth and smallmouth bass.

“We enjoy being involved in
local events within Whataburger’s communities and are
pleased to continue supporting the friendly competition
at this year’s Bassmaster
Elite,” said Jeff Altman,
Whataburger’s Director of
Sponsorships, Marketing &
Innovation. “We selected
Pickwick Lake for its great
location near our restaurants
in Northern Alabama, plus
our recent expansion into
Nashville and upcoming
opening in Memphis.”
Beautiful scenery paired with a
chance to catch a trophy trifecta
— smallmouth, largemouth and
spotted bass of above-average
size — are why the fishery was
ranked one of Bassmaster Magazine’s Top 10 Best Bass Lakes
for 2021.
This is the second time the
Texas-based chain has sponsored
a B.A.S.S. event. In 2021, Whataburger sponsored the Bassmaster Elite at Neely Henry

Lake. Alabama pro Wes Logan
charged from eighth place to
claim the Day 3 lead at the event
and held on to win his first Elite
Series title.
Live coverage of all four days of
the Whataburger Bassmaster
Elite at Pickwick Lake, Tennessee starts Thursday, June 2 on
Bassmaster.com and the FOX
Sports digital platforms. FS1 will
also broadcast live with the tournament leaders beginning at 8
a.m. ET on Saturday and Sunday.
Whataburger is also partnering
with B.A.S.S. to honor fans with
the “Your Best Bass” sweepstakes. Avid anglers simply upload a photo of their best or most
interesting catch on social media
and tag both brands in the post,
with winners receiving incredible
prizes from Whataburger. Full
details and rules can be found at
Bassmaster.com/current-sweepstakes.
About Whataburger
Whataburger has focused on its
fresh, made-to-order burgers and
friendly customer service since
1950 when Harmon Dobson
opened the first Whataburger as

a small roadside burger stand in
Corpus Christi, Texas. Today, the
company is headquartered in San
Antonio with more than 890 locations across its 14-state footprint and sales of more than $3
billion annually. Whataburger is
a 2022 Top Workplaces winner.
The brand has more than 50,000
Family Members (employees)
and more than 60 million customers who like to customize
their Whataburgers just like they
like it. Visit whataburger.com for
more information. To apply for
Whataburger jobs, visit whataburger.com/careers.
About B.A.S.S.
B.A.S.S., which encompasses
the Bassmaster tournament
leagues, events and media platforms, is the worldwide authority on bass fishing and
keeper of the culture of the sport,
providing cutting edge content
on bass fishing whenever,
wherever and however bass fishing fans want to use it. Headquartered in Birmingham, Ala.,
the 515,000-member organization’s fully integrated media
platforms include the industry’s

leading magazines (Bassmaster
and B.A.S.S. Times), website
(Bassmaster.com), TV show,
radio show, social media programs and events. For more than
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been dedicated to access, conservation
and youth fishing.
The Bassmaster Tournament
Trail includes the most prestigious events at each level of
competition, including the Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by Mossy Oak Fishing,
TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation
Series, Strike King Bassmaster
College Series presented by Bass
Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Series presented by Academy Sports +
Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops Bassmaster Team Championship, Yamaha Rightwaters Bassmaster
Kayak Series powered by TourneyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Redfish
Cup
Championship
presented by Skeeter and the ultimate celebration of competitive
fishing, the Academy Sports +
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic
presented by Huk.

The Champions League: How media rights deals are shaping the
global soccer landscape ... from sports page 1
EPL clubs in UCL finals. Since
2018, EPL clubs have taken five
out of eight Champions League
final places and won two of the
last three competitions.
This improvement in the fortunes
of Premier League clubs internationally coincides with growth

in the media rights income for the
competition.
Since the 2010-13 media rights
package was sold for nearly $5
billion, the Premier League has
increased the value of its domestic and international media rights
by over 170% to $12.8 billion for

the 2022-25 package.
By the 2018-19 season, EPL
teams were dividing $7 billion
more dollars in media rights fees
than a decade earlier. 2019 also
marks the first time a Premier
League club, Liverpool, won the
UCL title since 2012.

Three track and field athletes qualify for
NCAA championships ... from sports page 2
all spot in the NCAA from her
67.89m mark at the AAC Championships. McMiller also qualified for the East Regional in the
women’s discus and shot put,
where she placed 26th and 46th,
respectively.

McMiller in the women’s
hammer with a top-20 finish,
coming in at the 19th spot with a
top 61.68m throw. Similarly,
Drew O’Connor finished the
men’s pole vault with a top-25
performance (25th, 5.04m).

and Yakobi in the men’s 400m
hurdles (52.10).

Mona Jaidi, Elina Nebl and VItaliy Favorov all had top-25 performances in the men’s and
women’s javelin, placing 15th,
24th and 19th, respectively.
Vigdis Jonsdottir followed

Iason Machairas and Adam Yakobi were the remaining Tigers
who qualified for the East Regional, both claiming a top-30
finish. Machairas finished the
men’s shot put in 29th (17.81m)

Events begin Wednesday, June 8.
Watson and Riddle will both
compete Wedensday, while the
women’s hammer for McMiller
will begin at 3 p.m. the following
day.

Up next, Watson, Riddle and
McMiller will travel to the 2022
NCAA Outdoor Track & Field
Championships in Eugene, Ore.

The
increased
international audience provides
teams and their sponsors
access to a broader set of
viewers and fans who
would otherwise watch
them in their domestic
leagues each week.
As the club fixture with the biggest global audience, the UCL
final provides a solid return on
investment for brands and rights
holders. The increased international audience provides teams
and their sponsors access to a
broader set of viewers and fans
who would otherwise watch
them in their domestic leagues

each week.
And the increase in audience
size is driving an increase in
value for broadcasting rights.
U.K. pay-TV broadcaster BT
Sport, for example, agreed to a
$1.5 billion deal to retain exclusive broadcast rights to the UCL,
Europa League, and the new
third-tier Europa Conference
League from 2021 to 2024.
This influx of dollars to EPL
clubs has been the catalyst for a
dramatic shift in the international soccer landscape.
The only Premier League club in
the top five of the Euro Club
Index in May 2018 was Manchester City at number five.

Please see sports page 4

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s Special
Fatherhood Edition in June!

NRA re-elects
LaPierre as
CEO/EVP at
Houston Board
of Directors
meeting
Houston, TX. May 31, 2022- The
National Rifle Association of
America (NRA) announced the
election results from its Board of
Directors Meeting held in Houston, Texas. Charles Cotton was
re-elected as President of the
Board, Lt. Col. Willes K. Lee as
First Vice President, and David
Coy as Second Vice President.
Wayne LaPierre was re-elected
as CEO/Executive Vice President.
LaPierre received almost unanimous support over Lt. Col. Allen
West, who launched a takeover
campaign of the Association in
the weeks leading up to the meeting. Lt. Col West received only
one vote. As important, the board
vote was preceded by a resolution overwhelmingly passed
by NRA members on May 29,
2022, that declared support —
past, present and future — for
LaPierre.
These developments culminated
a multi-day NRA Annual Meeting in Houston that remembered
those impacted by the recent
tragedy in Uvalde, Texas, recognized NRA members, and called
for increased safety measures in
America’s schools. During the
May 31st meeting, the NRA recognized members of the U.S.
military and those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice.
Also, Brevard County, Florida
Deputy Tyler Thoman received
the NRA Law Enforcement Officer of the Year award for his heroic efforts to protect a fellow

“Like all Americans, we
grieve for the people of
Uvalde and Texas,” said LaPierre. “And as we do, we
join in the call to support
brave law enforcement like
Deputy Thoman, improve
mental health services, and
make our schools more safe
and secure. Our children are
our most treasured and precious resource — making
schools safe is a national
emergency.”
officer in a shooting incident in
August 2021. Deputy Thoman’s
actions saved not only his own
life, but also the life of the fellow
officer who was wounded in an
altercation with an armed felon.
“Like all Americans, we grieve
for the people of Uvalde and
Texas,” said LaPierre. “And as
we do, we join in the call to support brave law enforcement like
Deputy Thoman, improve mental
health services, and make our
schools more safe and secure.
Our children are our most treasured and precious resource —
making schools safe is a national
emergency.”
LaPierre continued, “I am honored to continue my work for the
NRA, and to join our members in
their campaign to promote responsible gun ownership and defend
Second
Amendment
freedom for all law-abiding
Americans.”
John Frazer was reelected as
NRA Secretary/General Counsel
and Sonya Rowling as CFO and
Treasurer. Jason Ouimet was appointed Executive Director for
the Institute for Legislative Action; and Joseph DeBergalis, Jr.,
Executive Director, General Operations.
The Annual Meeting proceedings conclude as the Association
embarks upon a new chapter —
steadfast in its grassroots, political, and legal advocacy. In
March, the NRA achieved a
major victory over New York Attorney General Letitia James —
defeating her claims to dissolve
the Association.
“The NRA stands strong, safe
and secure,” says NRA President
Charles Cotton. “We have never
been better positioned to protect
the Second Amendment or lend
our collective voices in support
of important issues like school
security.”

