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Steve Lee claims hard-fought victory at B.A.S.S. Nation Northern
CLINTON, Iowa, July 1, 2022
— The first two days of the TNT
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation
Northern Regional on the Upper
Mississippi River saw Steve Lee
secure early limits on his way to
grabbing the lead.
On Championship Friday (July
1), however, the angler from
Minneapolis, Minn., needed an
afternoon rally to secure the win
on Pools 13, 14 and 15 with a
three-day total of 42 pounds, 14
ounces.
As he waited in the bag line, Lee
estimated he had closer to 10 or
11 pounds and thought the margin between him and secondplace angler Eddie Levin, who

“It doesn’t really seem real.
After the first day of fishing, I
was like, ‘This is a tough
place to fish.’ Then I got on
my pattern,” Lee said. “It
was a great experience. Obviously, when you win it is a
heck of a lot better. I like river
fishing and I like tough tournaments. You have to stay focused all the time.”
finished with 40-1, would be a lot
closer.
“It doesn’t really seem real.
After the first day of fishing, I
was like, ‘This is a tough place to
fish.’ Then I got on my pattern,”
Lee said. “It was a great experience. Obviously, when you win it
is a heck of a lot better. I like
river fishing and I like tough
tournaments. You have to stay focused all the time.”

“I never did give up. I had
two fish at 12:30,” Lee said.
“I went back up by the dam
and I caught a 2 1/2. With 20
minutes left, I went over to
one of the trees and I vertically jigged a tube and caught
one and then a minute later I
caught another one. With that
one, I knew I made Nationals
but I didn’t think I was going
to win.”

Steve Lee of Minneapolis, Minn., has won the 2022 TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation Northern Regional on the Upper Mississippi River with a three-day total of 42 pounds, 14 ounces.
(Photo by Grant Moxley/B.A.S.S.)
After landing in fourth with 133 on Day 1, Lee caught the big
bag of the tournament on the second day at 16-0 and then added a
13-11 limit on Friday.
Not only did Lee win $5,000 for
the victory and punch his ticket
to the TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S.
Nation Championship on Pickwick Lake in November, he
earned $500 for catching the Big
Bass of the Tournament — a 414 largemouth on Day 1 — and
$500 in Garmin contingency
money.
Fishing mostly the North end of
Pool 14, Lee pitched and flipped

wooded cover that was located
on the front sides of islands
where the current from the Pool
13 dam was pushing against the
bank, as well as some eelgrass
patches South of takeoff.
“I would go up to the logjams
and I would put the Talons down
and would just pick it apart,” he
explained. “There is always current there. I would move a little
bit and then do the same thing.
(On Day 2) in particular the big
ones bit.”
Lee mostly used a green pumpkin Zoom tube rigged on 3/16- or
1/8-ounce sinker. He threw his

Texas rig on a 7-11 St. Croix
heavy flipping stick paired with
Daiwa reels and 20-pound
Gamma fluorocarbon.
The bigger bites he got were on
the back sides of the logs, so Lee
had to pitch over logs to get bites.
That made getting the bass free
from their hiding place difficult.
Both his 4-14 on Day 1 and
another 4-pounder on Day 2 got
stuck in the cover before Lee
managed to free them.
“It seemed like about 18 inches
of water was the best. If it was 4
feet deep, I didn’t even fish it,”
he said. “It was so surprising that

nobody else was fishing the same
stuff. I didn’t have to fight for the
spot. I think the big ones moved
up during the tournament days.”
Water levels on the Upper Mississippi River have been falling
since anglers arrived for practice
on Sunday, bringing dirty water
conditions with them. On Day 3,
however, the water began to stabilize.
With the current slowing some
on the final day and the water
clearing up, Lee struggled to find
bites early in the morning and decided to make a run to the South
end of Pool 14. After catching
two bass off docks, he moved
back up the river and made several key catches late in the day
that secured the victory.
“I never did give up. I had two
fish at 12:30,” Lee said. “I went
back up by the dam and I caught
a 2 1/2. With 20 minutes left, I
went over to one of the trees and
I vertically jigged a tube and
caught one and then a minute
later I caught another one. With
that one, I knew I made Nationals

Mark Sosin, a giant of angling, passes at 88, leaving legacy
of 3,000 articles and 33 books on angling for next generation
He was never a “watch me
fish” guy, always more interested in sharing the most arcane technique with anyone
willing to learn—though you
had to do it exactly right to
satisfy Mark’s sense of angling propriety.

By Frank Sargeant
The Tactical Wire.com
Mark Sosin, one of the giants of
angling, passed away over the
weekend in Boca Raton, Florida.
Sosin wrote some 3,000 fishing
articles appearing in nearly every
national angling magazine and
published 33 books on angling.
His favorite book, Through the
Fish’s Eye, written with a marine
biologist, was published in the
late 70’s and is still in print.
He pioneered saltwater fishing
television in the national market
with his show, Mark Sosin’s
Saltwater Journal, continuing for
27 years.
Mark was outspoken in his
opinions and a dedicated teacher
of angling tactics, many of
which he originated.
He learned fly fishing with his

Mark Sosin
father on New Jersey trout
streams beginning when he was
four.
He was the originator of the flyfishing records category for the
International Game Fish Association, and wrote the original
rules for fly-rod world record
catches.
He was director emeritus of the

Billfish foundation and a past
president of the Outdoor Writers
Association of America. Sosin
received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Florida
Outdoor Writers Association and
has been inducted into four Hall
of Fames including the Freshwater Hall of Fame and the
IGFA Hall of Fame.
Mark was kind enough to help
me when I was a fledgling outdoors writer many years ago,
regularly sharing tips on fishing

tactics as well as the outdoors
magazine market.
He was never a “watch me fish”
guy, always more interested in
sharing the most arcane technique with anyone willing to
learn—though you had to do it
exactly right to satisfy Mark’s
sense of angling propriety.
We chased roosterfish off the
west coast of Panama, wahoo at
Walker’s Cay and permit in the
Keys on the outdoors writer junkets that were popular in the
80’s. The events were always
loaded up with well-known
writers, but Sosin always had
time to help out a kid just getting
his feet wet. He taught me how
to tie a Bimini twist, how to
properly fill a spinning reel, and
how to pitch a magazine editor.
He came to making his living in
angling late—he served as a

naval officer, earned a masters
degree from the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business School and worked for a
number of big companies including Revlon before escaping the
corporate life to pursue a life in
fishing.
Sosin suffered from blood clots
in his legs in his final year and
lost mobility.
“This has made me realize nothing lasts forever,” he told friend
and noted Olympic skier and angler Andy Mill in a final interview. “But it has been a
wonderful ride.”
He was 88.
***
You may contact Frank Sargeant
at Frankmako1@gmail.com

but I didn’t think I was going to
win.”
Levin, who finished first on the
Ohio state team back in 2011 on
the Mississippi River, caught 138 to land in third on Day 1 and
jumped into second place on Day
2 with a 15-9 limit, just 2 ounces
behind Lee.
Several key fish eluded him on
the final day, however, and Levin
brought 11-0 to the scales to finish in second with 40-1.
“The good Lord blessed me,” he
said. “I caught five fish every day
and that’s all I could ask for. I
won Ohio and that was my main
goal coming down here. Mission
accomplished as far as I’m concerned.”
Finding cleaner water was the
key for Levin, who locked up to
Pool 13 and found a stretch of
lily pads and milfoil in 1 to 2 feet
of water that was holding quality
bass.
“Those were better-than-average
fish. They just came off spawning and were a little beat up,” he
said. “It seems like the river fish
were a little smaller because they
are fighting the current all the
time. The grass fish are fat and
happy.”
He did most of his damage with
a 6th Sense Vega Frog, but would
also flip a Venom tube from time
to time.
“They seemed to shy away from
dirty water,” Levin said. “The
grass was cleaning the water as it
came in and they were sitting in
the line between clean and dirty
water ambushing bluegill, perch
and crawdads.”
Despite catching two bass early
in the morning, Levin struggled
to find consistency on the final
day.
“It was a lot rougher on me,” he
said. “I ran to my main frog area
and they were a little pickier
today. Unfortunately, I missed a
lot of opportunities. I left at least
three 3-pounders out there. I had
the bites to win it today, but it
was about execution for me.”
Nick Uebelhor finished third
overall with 38-8 for a three-day
total, with weights of 13-2, 13-15
and 11-7. The Indiana boater focused his efforts on very specific
lily pads with clear water in 3 to
4 feet of water.
The tournament was hosted by
the Clinton, Iowa Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
B.A.S.S., which encompasses
the Bassmaster tournament
leagues, events and media platforms, is the worldwide authority
on bass fishing and keeper of the
culture.

Shark category returns to 89th Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo
By David Rainer
Outdoor Alabama
At the request of anglers and
spectators, the Alabama Deep
Sea Fishing Rodeo (ADSFR)
will again have a shark category
for the 89th annual event, scheduled July 14-17 at the rodeo site
on Dauphin Island.
Of course, ADSFR officials
checked with marine scientists to
ensure bringing the category
back was ecologically sound.
“It’s been about 7 years since we
had a shark category,” said Mark
Schambeau, this year’s rodeo
president. “We had a lot of
requests from anglers and spectators to bring sharks back. So,
we started talking to Dr. Sean
Powers with the University of
South Alabama (USA), Dr. Marcus Drymon of Mississippi State
and a few others. We wanted to
know about the stock assessment
for sharks and how their numbers
look in the Gulf of Mexico. They
told us they were back to good
numbers. They gave us a goahead to consider bringing the
shark category back.
“We talked to a lot of anglers
about bringing it back. They were
all excited and wanted to help
fund bringing it back. We have
shark as an open category, but we
also have a shark jackpot, sponsored by Gulf Hauling and Construction, which is funded
through a lot of the anglers. This
year we are giving away a guaranteed $12,000 for first place.”
The shark category will only in-

clude four species; tiger, bull,
hammerhead (greater and scalloped) and blacktip. The rodeo’s
minimum sizes for tiger, hammerhead and bull sharks is 80
inches total length. The minimum

Anglers who participate in
the rodeo’s shark categories
are required to possess an Atlantic HMS (highly migratory
species) permit with a shark
e n d o r s e m e n t
(hmspermits.noaa.gov) from
NOAA Fisheries.
size for blacktip sharks is 60
inches total length.
Anglers who participate in the
rodeo’s shark categories are required to possess an Atlantic
HMS (highly migratory species)
permit with a shark endorsement
(hmspermits.noaa.gov)
from
NOAA Fisheries.
“We only want the large sharks,
the mature sharks,” Schambeau
said. “We don’t want small
sharks. We put large minimums
on those sharks because we don’t
want a free-for-all. We will be
making regular posts on our social media to educate anglers on
the legal sizes and species for our
tournament.
“Another reason to have larger
minimums is to make it easier to
identify. That’s why we selected
certain species, to help reduce
any misidentification. We won’t
allow any of the protected shark
species to be brought to our
docks.”
Anglers aren’t the only ones ex-

cited about the return of the category. Marine scientists will be
able to obtain valuable information from the sharks brought
to the rodeo.
Powers, professor and director of
the new USA School of Marine
and Environmental Sciences and
head rodeo judge, said the top
comment from anglers and spectators at the rodeo was about
bringing the shark category
back. He said the timing is right.
“The spectators enjoy seeing
them,” said Powers. “The fishermen, not so much that they
want to fish for them, but they
have seen sharks in this area increase dramatically in abundance. Fishermen, especially
snapper fishermen, are experiencing a lot more bite-offs because of sharks. We, as
scientists, call it depredation.
That’s when you hook something and another species that
you don’t mean to hook comes
and eats it.”
Powers said the likely culprits in
the depredation are sandbar and
bull sharks. The sandbar is one
of the protected species except
for limited scientific collection.

“The rodeo came to us and
wanted to know if we agreed
with their decision to bring the
shark category back,” he said. “I
told them, yes, because I trust the
science that goes behind management. As long as you are harvesting within the regulations in
terms of species and size limits,
then, yes, you can harvest them.
That’s what the best science tells
us. My big thing is to make sure
we educate the fishermen on the
regulations.”
The benefit of harvesting the
sharks during the rodeo is that
the specimens will be used to advance the data collection of the
species. Marine scientists will
collect vertebrae, stomach
contents and reproductive organs
to conduct a battery of tests.
“These sharks will not be

wasted,” Powers said. “They will
be used for science.”
While anglers may complain
about the number of shark encounters on a fishing trip, Powers
assures everyone that an increase
in shark numbers is a good thing.
“This is what a healthy Gulf
looks like,” he said. “We’ve been
fishing for the past 40 years with
a shark population below where
it should be. It’s frustrating to
lose a snapper or tuna to a shark,
but it’s a healthy ecosystem when
we have lots of sharks in it.
“To eliminate killing a lot of
sharks for no reason, the rodeo
went with a higher size limit than
the regulations. We just want
people to bring in sharks that are
really large and can compete for
prizes.”
Powers said the species were

chosen because they are easier to
identify, and they grow to larger
sizes.
“Anyone can catch a blacktip
shark,” he said. “We’re really
looking for the big tiger and bull
sharks. Those are the ones that
are really going to challenge the
anglers, and we can harvest them
sustainably.”
As far as identifying the species,
Powers said some anglers may
confuse blacktips with spinner
sharks, but he said spinners don’t
grow large enough to meet the
minimum size.
He also said the way to differentiate between a sandbar shark
and a bull shark is found on their
backs.
“The thing is everybody calls ev-
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