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Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders appoints Jamie Anderson to
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Arkansas Game and Fish Commission for seven-year term

Jamie Anderson

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.— Gov-
ernor Sarah Huckabee Sanders
announced that she has appointed
Jamie Anderson as the newest
member of the Arkansas Game
and Fish Commission. Jamie’s
seven-year term will last until
2032. He is replacing outgoing
Chairman John David “J.D.”
Neeley.

“I’ve been lucky enough to call
Jamie and his wife, Elizabeth,
friends for years and I am beyond
excited to appoint Jamie to the
Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission," said Governor Sanders.
"As a longtime aquaculture
farmer and hunter, Jamie’s
knowledge of wildlife and con-
servation policy will be a great
asset to Arkansas. I have no

Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders and First Gentleman Bryan Sanders with newest Ar-
kansas Game & Fish Commissioner Jamie Anderson and his family. (Photo Credit: Will
Newton.)

doubt he will approach this ap-
pointment with strong leadership
and a servant heart."

"Whether it be through business
or recreation, my life revolves
around the outdoors and conser-
vation," said Jamie Anderson.

"Through that, I have seen the
stellar reputation of the men and
women of the Arkansas Game
and Fish around the country, and
how highly they are thought of
by their peers. Arkansas is on the
forefront of wildlife manage-

ment and resource conservation,
and I am deeply honored that
Governor Sanders has put her
trust in me to be a part of that at
this level."

Jamie Anderson is a fourth-gen-
eration aquaculture farmer at L.F.

Anderson Farms, a family-run
business founded in 1949 by his
grandfather and great-grand-
father.

A University of Arkansas grad-
uate, Jamie has helped lead the
farm into the modern era, hold-
ing a patent on the Black Salty
Baitfish and developing a system
that reliably ships live fish over-
night to more than 40 states.
Jamie currently serves as Vice
President of the National Aqua-
culture Association and chairs
the Arkansas Farm Bureau’s
Aquaculture Committee. He also
sits on the boards of the Arkansas
Bait and Ornamental Fish
Growers Association and the Lo-
noke County Farm Bureau. His
expertise in wildlife and environ-
mental policy has led to national
appointments, including the Na-
tional Wildlife Services Advi-
sory Committee under President
Trump and Chair of the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission’s
Aquatic Nuisance Species Com-
mittee.

A lifelong outdoorsman and
conservationist, Jamie 1is a
founding member of the Arkan-
sas Waterfowl Association, a
nonprofit that creates hunting,

fishing, and outdoor opportuni-
ties for underserved youth. He
has served in every leadership
role there, including President.
Jamie was instrumental in relo-
cating the APHIS-certified
Health Inspection Lab from
UAPB to the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

He and his wife, Elizabeth, also
spearheaded fundraising for the
Lonoke Business Academy, a
workforce development center
focused on agriculture for high
school students.

In addition to his work in aqua-

culture and conservation, Jamie
represents the agriculture sector
on the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis’s Industry Council and
has served on the Arkansas Alco-
holic Beverage Control Board
since 2017.

Jamie and Elizabeth, whose
families represent nearly 200
years of business legacy in Ar-
kansas, live on the farm in Lo-
noke with their two teenage sons.
Both are deeply invested in serv-
ing their community and Arkan-
sas.

Bassmaster launches its first-ever fishing-only 24-7 FAST
Channel on Roku platform, expanding reach to millions

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., July 15,
2025 — B.A.S.S. is casting a
wider net than ever before with
the launch of the Bassmaster
Channel, the first-ever Free Ad-
Supported Streaming Television
(FAST) channel dedicated exclu-
sively to the sport of fishing.
Launching July 15 on the Roku
platform, this groundbreaking
digital network will bring Bass-
master’s world-class content to a
massive new streaming audience
— 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The Bassmaster Channel will de-
liver an unmatched lineup of pro-
gramming, including event
coverage from the Progressive
Bassmaster Elite Series, Bass Pro
Shops Bassmaster Classic pre-
sented by Under Armour, Bass-
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master Elite Qualifier Series, St.
Croix Bassmaster Opens pre-
sented by SEVIIN and much
more. Original content, archived
footage of iconic moments, an-
gler features, educational how-tos
and lifestyle programming will
round out the lineup, giving fans
a front-row seat to the most cele-
brated moments and stories in
bass fishing history along with
world-class coverage of the latest
fishing industry developments.

BASSMASTER

CHANNEL

“Launching a FAST channel is a
major milestone not only for
B.A.S.S., but for the sport as a
whole,” said Phillip Johnson,
Chief Operating Officer of
B.A.S.S. “The Bassmaster brand
has always been about educating,
inspiring and bringing fans closer
to the action, and now we’re
making that easier than ever. By
streaming on Roku, we’re deliv-
ering Bassmaster content to mil-
lions of living rooms, mobile

“Our partnership with
Bassmaster is off to a fan-|
tastic start, and we're ex-
cited to further expand
their offering on The Roku|
Chanel," said Joe Fran-
zetta, Head of Sports, Roku
Media.

devices and smart TVs — reach-
ing new fans while giving life-
long anglers a place to stay
connected to the sport they love,
anytime and anywhere.”

FAST channels represent one of
the fastest-growing segments of
digital media, and Roku’s expan-
sive user base offers B.A.S.S. un-
precedented access to a broader
unreached audience. With the

sport growing at all levels, from
youth competition to the Elite
Series, the Bassmaster Channel
will serve as a powerful platform
to introduce new viewers to com-
petitive bass fishing and deepen
engagement among longtime
fans.

"Our partnership with Bass-
master is off to a fantastic start,
and we're excited to further ex-
pand their offering on The Roku
Chanel," said Joe Franzetta,
Head of Sports, Roku Media.
"Our audience has demonstrated
a strong appetite for Bassmaster
tournaments, which makes us
even more thrilled to give
viewers additional opportunities
to enjoy the best of professional
fishing as the launch partner for

Bassmaster's first FAST chan-
nel."

This new offering is part of a
broader digital content strategy
at B.A.S.S., which includes ex-
panded live event coverage,
more on-demand video, and
deeper integration with sponsors,
anglers and fans. The Bass-
master FAST Channel will also
serve as a platform to showcase
fresh, creative bass fishing
content alongside extended cov-
erage of the sport’s most popular
events.

With live coverage already air-
ing on FOX, FS1 and Bass-
master.com — along with a
strong presence across social
media.

Smith and Blanton claim second straight national title

JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. , July
12, 2025— For the first time
ever, overtime decided the Strike
King Bassmaster College Na-
tional Championship presented
by Bass Pro Shops. Even more
history was made at Cherokee
Lake when Andrew Blanton and
Garrett Smith landed a 2-pound
largemouth just five minutes into
their sudden death fish-off with
Carson Newman’s Andrew
Turner and James Sumrell and
became the first ever two-time
College National Champions.
With a three-day total of 43
pounds, 3 ounces, plus their
overtime largemouth, Blanton
and Smith became the first team
since the inception of the Col-
lege Series to win multiple Na-
tional Championships, doing so
in back-to-back fashion after
hoisting the trophies at Lake
Hartwell in 2024.

Not only that, they join only a
handful of anglers to qualify for
the College Classic Bracket pre-
sented by Lew’s multiple times.
“This means the world to me,”
Smith said. “Last year was such
an amazing experience, and we
get to do it all again and it is
going to be even better. We are
going to enjoy this.”

Opening the tournament in sixth-
place with 14-13, Blanton and
Smith jumped into second-place
on Day 2 with 15-12 before
landing 12-10 on the final day,
which included a dead-fish pen-
alty that kept them from winning
the tournament in regulation.

Watch for
The Mid-South

Tribune’s Agriculture
Special Edition

Garrett Smith and Andrew Blanton of Lander University
have won the 2025 Strike King Bassmaster College National
Championship at Cherokee Lake presented by Bass Pro
Shops with a three-day total of 43 pounds, 3 ounces.
(Photo by Chase Sansom/B.A.S.S.)

“We thought for sure that (pen-
alty) cost us the tournament,”
Blanton said.

Turner and Sumrell entered
Championship Saturday in sixth-
place, catching limits of 14-6

and 13-3 before landing 15-10
on Saturday, the biggest total of
the day.

Deadlocked at 43-3 at the con-
clusion of weigh-in, both teams
returned to the lake knowing the
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first team to catch a legal keeper
bass would be declared the
winner. Blanton and Smith’s pri-
mary areas were over 20 minutes
away from takeoff at the TVA
Cherokee Dam launch, so instead
of wasting valuable time running,
they made a very short run to the
dam and found a promising rock-
pile using their forward-facing
sonar.

“We stopped at the dam knowing
they were probably going to
catch one before (we made it to
our best spot),” Blanton said.
“Within five minutes, I saw some
sitting on a perfect boulder. The
first bass I threw to bit my jig.”
Once Smith netted the large-
mouth, which likely weighed
about 2 1/2 pounds, they quickly
confirmed it measured at least
15-inches before celebrating.

“It was insane,” Smith said. “The
fish followed it down (perfectly).
It is probably the happiest I’ve
ever felt, even with everything
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that went on last year. It is a mo-
ment [ will never forget.”
Blanton and Smith combined
shallow and deep patterns to
claim the victory this week. Up
the river, the Lander duo targeted
three stretches of banks grass lo-
cated on inside channel swings
during the morning hours with a
True South V-Twin buzzbait
paired with a Zoom Horny Toad.
While there wasn’t much of it,
Blanton said the baitfish in the
area seemed to gravitate to those
stretches of grass.

“It was always an early morning
thing. After 9 o’clock it was
done,” Blanton said. “We caught
some flipping bushes too, but if
it didn’t have the bank grass, we
didn’t get a bite. When you are
around good bank grass, you’ll
shad flickering.”

As the day wore on, they moved
back down the lake to fish iso-
lated boulders and slate rock in
25 to 35 feet of water using a 3/4-

ounce or 1/2-ounce Greenfish
Tackle jig and a drop shot paired
with a morning dawn Robo-
worm. While seemingly unim-
pressive in practice, those
offshore areas proved to be valu-
able as they made several key
culls in those areas each day.
Shad also had to be present to
generate bites.

The key to success, however,
was making sure they managed
their best areas correctly. Blan-
ton and Smith did not fish their
better areas on Day 2, electing to
stay closer to takeoff instead, a
decision that paid off with the
biggest bag of the day.

“We knew this tournament would be
about managing fish,” Blanton ex-
plained. “We ran up the river Day 1,
but knew if we went up there the
next day there would be no way to
keep up on the third day. So we
fished a bunch of new water on Day
2 and things fell our way.”
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