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First time exhibitor wins the Best of Show at ICAST 2022
From the Fishing
Wire.com
Orange County Convention
Center, ORLANDO, FL, July 23,
2022– Upstart product developer
Brian McKinnon is the new king
of ICAST after Pacbak, a self-designed portable cooler and vacuum sealer out-dueled more than
900 entries in the New Product
Showcase and some of the biggest brands in fishing.
Three weeks ago, the 38-year-old
from Anchorage, Alaska was still
scrambling to find a spot on the
show floor in Orlando. Ultimately, he landed with a 10×10
booth tucked away on the outer
edges of the Orange County Convention Center for ICAST 2022.
But he didn’t need the spotlight
or prime placement to capture an
award that is the current culmination of an incredible journey to
the top.
On October 1, 2017, McKinnon
and a large crowd of fans gathered in Las Vegas to hear country
music star Jason Aldean. While
McKinnon survived the traumatic event, his best friend,
Adrian Murfitt, did not.
The events that night altered
McKinnon’s life forever.

Upstart product developer Brian McKinnon (center), the new king of ICAST, holds up
trophy for his self-designed portable cooler. McKinnon is flanked by two other participants. (Photo/Courtesy: ICAST)
After surviving the Las Vegas
massacre, McKinnon decided to
return home. Rattled by the
trauma of watching his best
friend die in his arms, and the ef-

fects of substance abuse, McKinnon found himself homeless for
a year following the shooting.
“I went to a couple of different
counselors and they couldn’t ex-

plain what was happening,” said
McKinnon. “I would be walking
into Walmart and something
would trigger it. I would see
people bleeding through their

shirts.”
Without steady income or a
place to live, McKinnon looked
to work in the Alaskan oil fields
to put a roof over his head. With
counselors unable to help him
process trauma, he turned to
American veterans to help him
understand what he was experiencing.
“I got invited to the VA hospital
for post traumatic stress disorder,
and those war veterans were able
to explain to me what was happening and how to deal with it,”
McKinnon said.
For four years, McKinnon lived
paycheck-to-paycheck while
scrapping together funds to build
today’s ICAST “Best of Show”
winner. Pacbak was designed to
be used far afield in the Alaskan
wild. It was born from McKinnon’s childhood dreams and the
need to refocus his life after Las
Vegas.
“Me and my brother grew up on
the river,” said McKinnon. “We
would fish all summer long, and
pretty much out of necessity we
would take two coolers to separate the wet and cold from the
dry and warm. We would take a
table and a vacuum sealer and go
up river until we couldn’t see

footsteps. Then, we would take
salmon right out of the river and
throw them on the grill.”
The flavors of that fish stuck
with McKinnon his entire life. In
travels around the country, he realized the flavor was almost impossible to capture unless it was
captured immediately at the
source. Thus, the concept for
Pacbak was born.
Product development meant researching rotomolds, batteries,
layouts and marketing ideas, all
of which came together this week
at ICAST. Now, Brian McKinnon’s Alaskan startup will
forever hold a place in the industry record books, alongside legendary brands from Shimano,
Berkley, Humminbird, Garmin,
Old Town and Hobie.
“This changes everything for our
company,” he said. “We are getting so much press now and so
much interest. We have people
trying to write checks and all
sorts of stuff. Hands down, I
couldn’t have done it without
ICAST.”
Be sure to check out the ICAST
New Product Showcase “Best of
Category” Winners for 2022.

Dakota Lithium selected as official lithium battery of Bassmaster;
Inks multi-year deal as Bassmaster premier sponsor through 2025
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Dakota
Lithium, a U.S. battery manufacturer founded in 2008, has signed
a three-year partnership with
B.A.S.S. as a premier sponsor of
the Bassmaster Tournament Trail
and the Official Lithium Battery
of Bassmaster through 2025.

“Here at Dakota Lithium, we
are proud to be partnering
with Bassmaster as the first
Official Lithium Battery. Dakota Lithium is the top battery
choice of professional anglers. Partnering with the
leading professional fishing
tournament series just made
sense. We are looking forward
to joining the elite brands that
are supporting the future of
fishing,” said Dakota Lithium
CEO Andrew A. Jay.
“Here at Dakota Lithium, we are
proud to be partnering with Bassmaster as the first Official
Lithium Battery. Dakota Lithium
is the top battery choice of professional anglers. Partnering with
the leading professional fishing
tournament series just made
sense. We are looking forward to
joining the elite brands that are
supporting the future of fishing,”
said Dakota Lithium CEO Andrew A. Jay.
Dakota Lithium already works
with multiple current Bassmaster
Elite Series pro anglers. Twotime Bassmaster Classic cham-

Brock Mosley in Dakota Lithium sponsored boat. (Photo/Courtesy: Bassmaster and Dakota
Lithium)
pion Hank Cherry, Greg DiPalma, Austin Felix, Marc Frazier, Brock Mosley, Chad
Pipkens, Tyler Rivet, Matt Robertson and Kyle Welcher are all
part of the Dakota Lithium pro
staff.
“I was the first Bassmaster Elite
angler to use Dakota Lithium
batteries and have been on the
team from the beginning,” said
Mosley, who has notched five
Top 10 Elite finishes in the past
two seasons. “It is truly amazing
to see how far they have come
and to see them sponsor the 2023
Bassmaster season.”

Fellow Elite pro Matt Robertson
echoed that enthusiasm for the
partnership.
“When you combine the best
lithium battery and the best fishing organization, you get Dakota
Lithium and Bassmaster,” said
Robertson, who has claimed two
Top 10s this season. “Like Bassmaster, Dakota Lithium is the
highest quality, longest lasting
battery on the market. Nothing
makes more sense than Dakota
Lithium becoming the first Official Lithium Battery of Bassmaster.”
Dakota Lithium will be a pre-

Memories of Honor to host next military
tribute race event on August 6
from sport-military page 2
“We are beyond excited to
team up with the Big Machine
Music City GrandPrix to offer
this one-of-a-kind experience
to honor our fallen military
and their families,” said Amy
Cotta, Founder & Executive
Director of Memories of
Honor. “We are also honored
to have veteran-founded,
Black Rifle Coffee Company
join our efforts in this community outreach event.”
from 7:30 AM – 8:45 AM
• Everyone must be off the track
by 9:00 AM
REGISTRATION INCLUDES
• Racetrack Street Access (without cars): You can walk, bike,
military ruck. Strollers welcome.
• General Admission Ticket: to
Saturday’s Music City Grand
Prix event, which includes: allday access to the festival
grounds, fan zone, racing activities, and music performances
• Commemorative Event T-shirt
A Fallen Hero Memorial Bib:

Marathon-style bib containing
the rank, name, branch, and date
of passing of one of our Nation's
fallen heroes.
About Memories of Honor:
Memories of Honor is a national
501(c)(3) nonprofit based in
Nashville, Tennessee. The organization’s mission is to make
EVERY DAY Memorial Day.
MOH uses athletics, entertainment, special events, and social
media campaigns to create living
breathing memorials so that no
loss of life in or due to military
service is forgotten. MOH also
produces other athletics events
which honor military and veterans such as the Bataan Challenge,
Social
Distancing
Challenge, Boots For Troops, 101
Heroes Ride, and others. Visit
memoriesofhonor.org to learn
more or to become involved.
About Black Rifle Coffee Company:
Black Rifle Coffee Company
(BRCC) is a Veteran-founded

coffee company serving premium coffee to people who love
America. Founded in 2014 by
Green Beret Evan Hafer, Black
Rifle develops their explosive
roast profiles with the same mission focus they learned while
serving in the military. BRCC is
committed to supporting Veterans, active-duty military, first
responders and the American
way of life.
To learn more about BRCC,
visit www.blackriflecoffee.com,
follow BRCC on social media,
or subscribe to Coffee or Die
Magazine's daily newsletter at
https://coffeeordie.com/presscheck-signup.

mier sponsor for the Academy
Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster
Classic presented by Huk, Bassmaster Elite Series, St. Croix
Bassmaster Opens Series presented by Mossy Oak Fishing,
Strike King Bassmaster College
Series presented by Bass Pro
Shops, Abu Garcia Bassmaster

High School Series presented by
Academy Sports + Outdoors,
Bass Pro Shops Bassmaster
Team Championship and the
grass-roots TNT Fireworks
B.A.S.S. Nation regional and
championship tournaments.
In addition to their tournament
sponsorship, Dakota Lithium
will be highlighted during Bassmaster LIVE, which is streamed
on Bassmaster.com and broadcast Saturday and Sunday mornings on the FOX Sports
platforms, and will enjoy exposure in Bassmaster and B.A.S.S.
Times magazines and across various industry-leading social
media platforms.
Lithium batteries have become
an industry standard for competitive fishing, providing twice the
usable power at half the weight
of traditional batteries. In a
quickly growing market, Dakota
Lithium has become the brand of
choice for professional athletes,
primarily due to Dakota
Lithium’s performance, reliability, lifespan and best-in-class 11year warranty.
“This new partnership with
Bassmaster and Dakota Lithium

shows how Dakota Lithium has
become the go-to battery in the
marine industry, and partnering
with Bassmaster is the next step
in continuing that dominance,”
said Craig Storms, Dakota
Lithium national sales representative and pro staff manager.
“We are proud to welcome Dakota Lithium as a new premier
partner and look forward to connecting them with anglers and
Bassmaster fans,” said B.A.S.S.
CEO Chase Anderson. “Dakota
Lithium already works alongside
so many anglers at all levels, and
we are excited to introduce their
long-lasting batteries to our passionate fans over the next several
years.”
Founded in 2008 in Grand
Forks, North Dakota, by two pilots and a chemical engineer, Dakota Lithium is the leading
consumer lithium battery brand
in the US and Canada. Built on a
culture of relentless improvement
and reliability, Dakota Lithium
batteries have twice the power,
half the weight, and 5X the lifespan of traditional batteries.
Backed up by DL’s best-in-class
11-year warranty.

Memphian Petty Officer 1st Class Marktavius
Littles ... from sports-military page 2
We can accept nothing less than
success.”
Hosted by Commander, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, RIMPAC 2022 will
be led by Commander, U.S. 3rd
Fleet, who will serve as Combined Task Force (CTF) commander. Royal Canadian Navy
Rear Adm. Christopher Robinson will serve as deputy commander of the CTF, Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force
Rear Adm. Toshiyuki Hirata as
the vice commander, and Fleet
Marine Force will be led by U.S.
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Joseph
Clearfield. Other key leaders of
the multinational force will include Commodore Paul O’Grady
of the Royal Australian Navy,

who will command the maritime
component, and Brig. Gen. Mark
Goulden of the Royal Canadian
Air Force, who will command
the air component.
“I'm proud of being recognized
for my volunteerism,” said Littles. “The Navy recognized the
outreach work I've done in Japan,
speaking with school children,
beautifying the outdoor spaces
and making my community a
better place.”
During RIMPAC, a network of
capable, adaptive partners train
and operate together in order to
strengthen their collective forces
and promote a free and open
Indo-Pacific. RIMPAC 2022
contributes to the increased inter-

operability, resiliency and agility
needed by the Joint and Combined Force to deter and defeat
aggression by major powers across all domains and levels of
conflict.
As a member of the U.S. Navy,
Littles and other sailors know
they are part of a legacy that will
last beyond their lifetimes providing the Navy the nation needs.
“Serving in the Navy means I
have an unwavering commitment
to duty,” added Littles. “I’ve put
my family, shipmates, and my
country ahead of myself.”
Additional information about
RIMPAC is available at
http://www.cpf.navy.mil

