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Cerja and Richardson win Bassmaster Junior National Championship
HUNTINGDON, Tenn. — Victories are not always dramatic
and glamorous, but Mark Cerja
Jr. and Gus Richardson of the
Lone Star Junior Bassmasters
were proud of their gritty, gutsy
effort.
Grinding through a stingy final
round, they tallied a two-day
total of 18 pounds, 5 ounces and
won the Bassmaster Junior National Championship at the Carroll
County
1000
Acre
Recreational Lake.
A Day 1 limit of 10-7 put Cerja
and Richardson in second place.
Catching another limit of 7-14 in
the final round, they claimed the
top award — a $2,000 scholarship they’ll split.
“I’ve been fishing since I was 2,
and I was taught to fish hard and
grind and never give up,” Cerja
said. “Today was a tough, tough
bite; we didn’t get our limit until
about noon, whereas yesterday,
we were culling at 10 a.m.
“It’s just an exciting feeling to
go home national champions. I’ll
sleep well tonight.”
After capitalizing on the barometric fluctuation of Friday’s
passing storm system, which
triggered aggressive feeding,
Cerja and Richardson found the
bass less active on the final day.
“I think it was pretty hard on the
fish because they had just been
fished,” Richardson said. “This is
a pretty small lake and 65 teams
were hitting the same spots (mul-

Mark Cerja Jr. and Gus Richardson of the Lone Star Junior Bassmasters have won the
2022 Bassmaster Junior National Championship on Carroll County 1000 Acre Recreational Lake with a two-day total of 18 pounds, 5 ounces. (Photo by Laura Agee/B.A.S.S.)
tiple times).”
As Cerja explained, their winning strategy was pure persistence, with a good dose of
mobility.
“We started fishing War Eagle
Creek but only had two in the
box, so we went over to Jaguar
Creek and caught one that was
about 12 1/2 (inches),” Cerja
said. “We said ‘We need a couple
of big ones if we really want to
win this.’

“So, we went to Rocket Creek
— that’s where I caught a 4 and
(Richardson) caught a 2 1/2.”
Cerja said he and his partner
caught their fish in 8 to 10 feet of
water. Docks with grass and
brushpiles were best, but they
also fished the backs of shallow
creek channels.
On Day 1, Richardson caught a
4-7 on a white fluke. The
winners caught their other fish
on 4-inch plum finesse worms,

7-inch Berkley Power Worms in
blue fleck and Zoom U-Tale
Worms in tequila green flake.
The latter produced their largest
Day 2 catch — the 4-pounder.
“We thought it was better just
twitching it pretty slowly and
making sure we paid attention to
the action — just making it look
like something a bass would
want to eat,” Richardson said.
Owen Ray and Camdyn Cranfill of the Rhea County Eagle

Anglers finished second with 173. After placing third on Day 1
with a limit of 10-3, they added
a three-fish bag of 7 pounds.
Repeating their Day 1 game
plan, Ray and Cranfill again targeted deeper docks. Unfortunately, the bass were less
cooperative the second time
around.
“It was a lot slower bite today;
our offshore stuff where we
could get a limit (on Friday) did
not work today,” Cranfill said.
“We threw a glide bait around
docks and ended up with two decent ones. We caught one small
one on a drop shot.”
Ray said the day’s cloudy conditions limited their opportunities. As he explained, they
needed more sunshine to position bass on the docks.
Ander Cowan and Alex Fitzpatrick of the PA Bassin Juniors finished third with 17-2. Day 1 saw
them place seventh with four
bass that weighed 7 pounds, but
they gained four spots by adding
10-2 during the final round.
Cowan and Fitzpatrick also
missed their final-round limit by
one fish, but anchoring their bag
with Cowan’s 7-1 made their
day. The fish bit a 1/4-ounce
shaky head with a trick worm in
the bruised banana color.
The bite, Cowan said, was
pretty subtle — he simply lifted
his rod and felt pressure. The
most memorable part of the story

was the utter fiasco that occurred
during the netting process.
“The net got tangled with one of
our poles and we actually netted
that fish with the pole still in the
net,” Cowan said. “That was a
very good comeback; I was definitely not expecting that.”
Fitzpatrick said the key to his
team’s success was fishing deep.
“A lot of the lake’s docks had
been overfished,” he said. “We
were sitting in about 18 feet of
water and fishing in 20.”
Landon Gabby and Carson
Bruner of Marion, Ill., won the
Big Bass award with their 8-3.
The Bassmaster Junior Series
National Championship was
hosted by the Carroll County
Chamber of Commerce.
2022 Bassmaster Junior Series
Platinum Sponsor: Toyota
2022 Bassmaster Junior Series
Premier Sponsors: Bass Pro
Shops, Berkley, Humminbird,
Mercury, Minn Kota, Nitro
Boats, Power-Pole, Progressive
Insurance, Ranger Boats, Rapala,
Skeeter Boats, Yamaha
2022 Bassmaster Junior Series
Supporting Sponsors: AFTCO,
Daiwa, Garmin, Huk Performance Fishing, Marathon, Strike
King, Triton Boats, VMC
2022 Bassmaster Junior Series
Youth Sponsors: Shimano, SPRO

Troy Ruiz inducted into Mississippi Outdoor Hall of Fame for
his decades of work and education in the hunting community
From The Hunting
Wire.com
MADISON, Miss. – July 20,
2022 – Troy Ruiz, former host on
The Truth About Hunting, was
recently inducted into the Mississippi Outdoor Hall of Fame for
his decades of work positively
impacting the outdoor and hunting community in Mississippi
and beyond. Remarks from Ruiz’
long-time friend and founder of
Primos Hunting, Will Primos,
were read at the ceremony.
“From the first time I met Troy,
it was obvious he was passionate
about the outdoors and would be
going places,” Primos said. “No
one works harder, anticipates
better and can call better than
Troy Ruiz! He can do it all with
just his natural voice!”
Ruiz is best known for his career
as a host on Primos Hunting’s
The Truth About HuntingTV
program. At the early age of
nine, the deer hunting bug hit
him, and Troy began taking pictures and video to share his ex-

The mission of the Mississippi Wildlife Heritage
Foundation, the nonprofit
organization that organizes
the museum, is to preserve
the history, heritage and
traditions of hunting, fishing and the great outdoors
in Mississippi. To honor the
people who have

Troy Ruiz, former host on The Truth about Hunting , shows off award flanked by supporters. (Photo/Courtesy: Mississippi Outdoor Hall of Fame)
periences with friends and
family. Troy’s love for the outdoors and sharing it with others
motivated him throughout his ca-

reer.
“Troy, you of all the people in
the hunting world deserve this
honor,” Primos said. “As far as

that goes, you are not only a hall
of famer in Mississippi, but you
qualify for being a hall of famer
in Canada, Africa, Alaska, Mon-

tana, New Mexico, California,
Alabama, definitely Louisiana
and every place in between.”
During the award presentation,
Ruiz was joined by his wife, Belinda, and daughter, Shanna.
The mission of the Mississippi
Wildlife Heritage Foundation,
the nonprofit organization that
organizes the museum, is to preserve the history, heritage and
traditions of hunting, fishing and
the great outdoors in Mississippi.
To honor the people who have
been a part of it and to educate
the public on the vast natural resources of the great state of Mis-

sissippi. The museum chronicles
the evolution of hunting and fishing in the state as well as the outdoor photographers and artists
who have portrayed it.
About Primos Hunting
Primos Hunting, a Vista Outdoor
brand, manufactures calls for elk,
deer, turkey, predator and waterfowl as well as blinds, shooting
accessories, game cameras, attractants and supplements,
clothes, and other hunting accessories. Primos also produces the
ever-popular video series “The
TRUTH” and the television show
“Primos’ TRUTH
About Hunting
For news and information, visit
www.primos.com or follow on
Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/primos_hunting/ and
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/primoshunting/.
Stream the Language on YouTube
at
www.youtube.com/user/PrimosHuntingVideo.

Opinion: Congressional show hearings are unconstitutional and good
reminders of the importance of 2nd Amendment ...from sports page 2
fles, technology that has existed
since the late 1800’s and was
commercially available in the
early 1900s. These rifles operate
the same way as popular duckhunting shotguns and self-defense handguns.
Lawmakers never alleged an actual crime by the firearm manufacturers. Nor did they blame
the criminals committing the
crimes. The hearing was a madefor-television production designed to boost Chairwoman
Maloney’s profile as she heads
into an August Democratic primary against Rep. Jerrold Nadler
(D-N.Y.). The two are facing off
against one another in for the
same Congressional seat after

Opinion
Justice Clarence Thomas
wrote in the Bruen decision,
that, “…the government must
demonstrate that the regulation is consistent with this
Nation’s historical tradition
of firearm regulation.”
their respective Congressional
districts were merged.
Chairwoman Maloney’s gun
control hearing, and the Assault
Weapons Ban of 2022, passed by
Chairman Nadler from his
House Judiciary Committee and
by the House in a 217—213
vote, was nothing less than polit-

ical chest-thumping to their New
York gun control base. They
would snatch Constitutionally
protected rights from law-abiding Americans to outdo one
another in their increasingly desperate attempt to cling to power.
Chairman Nadler is no better. He
admitted during the mark-up for
H.R. 1808, the bill to ban MSRs
and some semiautomatic shotguns and handguns, that he knew
the legislation was unconstitutional and defied the rulings by
the U.S. Supreme Court in both
Heller and Bruen.
Heller held that firearms in common use by the American public
are protected. NSSF released the
most recent MSR production fig-

History of FedEx St. Jude Championship
at TPC Southwind in Memphis, Tennessee
MEMPHIS, TN - The FedEx St.
Jude Championship is the first of
three events in the FedExCup
Playoffs, the culmination of the
season-long competition that is
the centerpiece of the PGA
TOUR Season. Played August 814 at TPC Southwind, the FedEx
St. Jude Championship features
the top 125 players in the FedExCup Ranking, with the top 70
players advancing in the FedExCup Playoffs. The City of Mem-

phis has held a PGA TOUR

Since 1970, Memphis’ PGA event every year since 1958, and

TOUR stop has raised more
than $50 million for the tournament’s primary charitable
beneficiary, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
helping to ensure patients’
families never receive a bill
and can focus solely on helping their child.

2022 will mark Memphis’ first
year hosting a Playoffs event.
Since 1970, Memphis’ PGA
TOUR stop has raised more than
$50 million for the tournament’s
primary charitable beneficiary,
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, helping to ensure patients’ families never receive a
bill and can focus solely on helping their child.

ures that show there are more
than 24.4 million MSRs in circulation between 1990 and 2020.
That doesn’t include what’s been
produced in 2021 and so far in
2022, nor those made from 1963
– when they entered the commercial market - and 1990. That
dwarfs the estimates of Ford FSeries pick-up trucks on the road,
which number just 16.1 million
in comparison.
Justice Clarence Thomas wrote
in the Bruen decision, that, “…
the government must demonstrate that the regulation is consistent with this Nation’s

historical tradition of firearm regulation.”
The Bruen decision further held
that modern arms are analogous
to those arms in existence at the
time the Second Amendment was
ratified.
For Congressman Nadler, history, tradition, the Constitution
and the Supreme Court be
damned. He, and the other 217
Members of Congress that voted
for this ban couldn’t be bothered
with the rights of “the People.”
He needed to “one-up” Rep. Maloney on his gun control credentials. Her points were already
scored. She wasn’t even there for

the final vote on the bill instead,
she attended a political fundraiser.
This legislation has no chance in
the U.S. Senate. That doesn’t
mean these attacks on the firearm
industry or gun rights will end.
That’s why it is imperative for all
who value freedom and their
Constitutional rights to learn the
issue, register to vote and show
up on Nov. 8 to #GUNVOTE.
Don’t risk your rights.
***
Lawrence G. Keane is the Senior
Vice President and General
Counsel for NSSF, the firearm industry trade association.

