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Coastal Carolina University’s Andrew Vereen and Connor Cartmell
claim Bassmaster College National Championship on home waters
GEORGETOWN, S.C. — When
it was announced the Strike King
Bassmaster College Series National Championship presented
by Bass Pro Shops would be held
on Winyah Bay, Murrells Inlet
native Andrew Vereen and his
Coastal Carolina partner Connor
Cartmell knew they had to qualify for the prestigious tournament.
With a three-day total of 40
pounds, 2 ounces, Vereen and
Cartmell made their goal a reality
and earned the National Championship victory on home waters.
They hoisted their trophies in
front of a raucous crowd filled
with hundreds of their supporters
in downtown Georgetown, just a
few miles from where Vereen
grew up, as well as the school
they attend.
“When I was 14, I remember
watching it on TV and thinking it
would be so cool to win that,”
Vereen said. “We go to so many
tournaments and see the trophies
and only one team wins them. To
win a National Championship
feels like a million bucks.”
Not only did the Coastal Carolina duo win $5,000 and two
Humminbird Helix 10 units, they
also secured their spot in the College Classic Bracket. The Top 3
teams from the National Championship will compete in the
Bracket with date and location to
be announced soon.
“We have traveled so far to get
to this point,” Cartmell said.
“People thought we were crazy
driving to Michigan, to Arkansas
and even to Lake Norman. Driving all these miles. ‘Why are you
spending so much money to go
catch a bass?’ This is why.”

Andrew Vereen and Connor Cartmell of Coastal Carolina University have won the 2022
Strike King Bassmaster College Series National Championship on Winyah Bay presented
by Bass Pro Shops with a three-day total of 40 pounds, 2 ounces. (Photo by Dalton
Tumblin/B.A.S.S.)
After landing in second after
Day 1 with 14-6, Vereen and
Cartmell took the lead on the
second day with 15-1 before finishing the tournament with 1011, enough to give them a 2-5
advantage over Jackson Swisher
and Seth Slanker from Florida
Gateway College.
After falling short at Saginaw
Bay, Vereen and Cartmell qualified for the National Championship at the Wild Card event at
Logan Martin in June with an
eighth-place finish.
“When we qualified in Alabama
it was the best drive home,” Vereen said. “All I have been thinking about is this tournament for
the whole summer. I’ve been
saving money so I can pay for
gas and everything. For it to

come together like it did, it is
crazy.”
Vereen and Cartmell focused
their efforts way up the Santee
River, a very shallow part of the
river with current that flows from
the dam at Lake Marion that only
got shallower as the tide receded.
In that area, they targeted several
types of wood cover, but mostly
big laydowns that stuck out in the
water.
“The bigger bites we had, the
logs were probably 20 to 40 feet
long and 3 to 5 feet wide. Some
were in 3 feet of water, including
our biggest fish, and some were
in 6 or 7 feet of water. As long as
we could see the logs, we were
getting bit.”
Gizzard shad, current and a
plethora of structure created the

perfect ingredients for the CCU
duo. Big topwater walking baits
were the best producers, but they
mixed in a popper, a prop bait
and a jig as the tournament progressed.
“The fish had nowhere else to
go,” Vereen explained. “Water
flows down from Lake Marion
and right now they aren’t turning
water loose, which is good. It
keeps it steady so the fish are
willing to bite a little better. That
river is full of nothing but rock,
timber and wood when you get
that far up and that is all we are
fishing. The easiest thing to
throw is a big topwater and
sometimes they will flat out
crush it.”
The biggest bass they saw all
week, particularly Sunday, never

bit.
“Three times today we had a
small school follow a fish (we
hooked) out,” Cartmell said. “He
caught one that was pushing 2
pounds and there were four or
five others with it that were over
5 or 6 pounds. You can see them
roaming at times. Today I saw
two over 8 pounds just cruising
the bank.”
With bags of 11-15, 16-2 and 912, Swisher and Slanker finished
with 37-13 total. While they may
not have won the event, the Florida Gateway College team secured their ticket to the College
Classic Bracket with their second-place finish.
“It is an amazing opportunity
and another toward to going to
the Bassmaster Classic,” Slanker
said. “I have dreamed about that
since I started bass fishing. I
couldn’t be more thankful and
blessed to be here.”
Last year, Swisher had an opportunity at qualifying for the
Classic via an Opens win, but
fell just short of that goal. Now,
he will get a second chance.
“It is a supercool thing,” he said.
“I was close last year and I blew
my shot. It feels nice to get
another shot at it. You don’t get
this opportunity very often.”
Swisher and Slanker fished a
specific creek in the Santee
River that they shared with
Hayden Gaddis and Ben Cully
of Carson-Newman University,
who finished sixth. Once they
got there, they put the trolling
motor on high and didn’t pick it
up until they left for weigh-in.
With cypress trees and laydowns all around, a buzzbait and
a Senko were their best pro-

Second Amendment Foundation files ‘All Writ’ petition to
challenge California gun suit law; Joined by FPC and others
From The Shooting
Wire.com
BELLEVUE, WA – Attorneys
representing the Second Amendment Foundation and its partners
in the case of Jones v. Bonta,
challenging a California law restricting the rights of young
adults to purchase long guns, are
asking the Ninth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for an “All
Writ” enjoining the state from
enforcing a new state law that penalizes plaintiffs in cases contesting state gun laws.
SAF is joined by the Calguns
Foundation, Firearms Policy
Foundation, Firearms Policy Coalition, Inc., North County
Shooting Center, Inc., Beebe
Family Arms and Munitions,
LLC, Poway Weapons and Gear
and PWG Range, Thomas Furrh,
Kyle Yamamoto and Matthew

SAF is joined by the Calguns
Foundation, Firearms Policy
Foundation, Firearms Policy
Coalition, Inc., North County
Shooting Center, Inc., Beebe
Family Arms and Munitions,
LLC, Poway Weapons and
Gear and PWG Range,
Thomas Furrh, Kyle Yamamoto and Matthew Jones.
They are represented by attorneys David H. Thompson,
Peter A. Patterson, John D.
Ohlendorf and Haley N.
Proctor at Cooper and Kirk
PLLC, and John W. Dillon,
Dillon Law Group, APC.
Jones. They are represented by
attorneys David H. Thompson,
Peter A. Patterson, John D.
Ohlendorf and Haley N. Proctor

at Cooper and Kirk PLLC, and
John W. Dillon, Dillon Law
Group, APC.
According to the All Writs petition, “This case concerns California laws that restrict the rights
of 18-to-20-year-old law-abiding
adults to purchase long guns.
Plaintiffs seek a declaration that
these restrictions violate the Second Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution and a preliminary
and permanent injunction against
their enforcement.”
The petition asks the court to
prevent the state from enforcing
provisions in Senate Bill 1327,
passed earlier this year, specifically Section 2 of the law, which
applies only to suits that seek
“declaratory or injunctive relief”
against the enforcement of any
“law that regulates or restricts
firearms.”
Plaintiffs respectfully request

that the Court issue a writ pursuant to its authority under 28
U.S.C. § 1651 enjoining Defendants from initiating a future action to obtain costs and attorneys’
fees under Section 2 regardless
of the outcome of the present action, the petition states.
“We are taking this unusual step
because of the chilling effect this
new law has on challenges to
state gun laws,” said SAF
founder and Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. “Section
2 of the new statute is preempted
by the Supremacy Clause of the
U.S. Constitution. It violates the
First Amendment which, among
other things, protects the right of
the people to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
“As we note in our petition,” he
added, “without access to the
courts, citizens cannot defend
any of their rights. Contrary to

‘A Football Life’ returns on NFL Network with
Joe Theismann as first profile on September 16
N.Y., N.Y., -The Emmy-nominated and highly acclaimed NFL
Films-produced series A Football
Life returns for an 11th season on
NFL Network, beginning Friday,
September 16 at 9:00 PM ET
with a profile of Super Bowl
champion quarterback Joe Theismann.
This season, new episodes of A
Football Life air Friday at 9:00
PM ET and PT on NFL Network
and profile the following subjects:
Emmy-nominated actor Josh
Charles returns as narrator for the
series.
Below is a broadcast schedule
for A Football Life:
September 16 – Joe Theismann
September 23 – Rod Woodson
November 18 – Edgerrin James
November 25 – Julian Edelman
December 23 – Franco Harris
December/January (exact premiere date TBD) – 1972 Miami

Dolphins
All NFL Network programming
is available across multiple devices (smartphone, PC, tablet and
connected TVs) through the NFL
app and NFL Network app for
subscribers of participating NFL
Network
providers.
Visit
NFL.com/watch for more information on how to watch.
ABOUT NFL MEDIA
NFL Media is comprised of NFL
Network, NFL RedZone, NFL
Films, NFL.com, the NFL app,
NFL+ and streaming service, the
NFL Channel.
Seven days a week, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year, fans turn to
NFL Network to receive information and insight straight from
the field, team headquarters,
league offices and everywhere
the NFL is making news.
Launched in 2003, NFL Network

Remember First Responders and those who
lost their lives on September 11, 2001.

gives fans unprecedented yearround inside access to all NFL
events, including the Super
Bowl, Playoffs, regular season,
preseason, Pro Bowl, Pro Football Hall of Fame induction
weekend, NFL Draft, NFL
Scouting Combine, Senior Bowl,
league meetings, minicamps and
training camps.
For fans on the go, all NFL Net-

work programming can be
streamed live through the NFL
app and NFL Network app on
smartphones, tablets, PCs and
connected TV devices (Amazon
Fire TV, Android TV, Apple TV,
Roku and Xbox One). Access is
available for NFL Network subscribers of participating TV providers. For more information, go
to NFL.com/nflnetwork.

what the state may argue, this
isn’t about guns, it’s about rights.
“The California Legislature and
Gov. Gavin Newsom may think
they can ride roughshod over the
Constitution,” Gottlieb observed,
“but they really can’t, and we’re
hoping the court quickly erases
any doubt.”
The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation’s oldest and largest
tax-exempt education, research,
publishing and legal action group
focusing on the Constitutional
right and heritage to privately
own and possess firearms.
Founded in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more than
720,000 members and supporters
and conducts many programs designed to better inform the public
about the consequences of gun
control.
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ducers.
“Today, Seth picked up a prop
bait and gave us a 2-pounder in
the last five casts which really
made a big difference,” Swisher
said.
Tyler Christy and Trey
Schroeder from McKendree University were the only team in the
Top 10 fishing the Sampit River
and it paid off with a three-day
total of 36-4 and a third-place
finish.
They were one of the most consistent teams, landing 12-14 on
Day 1, 12-0 on the second day
and then 11-6 on Championship
Sunday. Christy made the College Bracket his first season and
now will get another opportunity.
“We have been in this situation
before,” Christy said. “Just the
thought of another opportunity to
get back there knowing how
much I have grown as an angler
in four years is something I have
wanted since I made it the first
time. I know I am so much better
now and now I get one more shot
to complete my dream.”
Using a buzzbait and a shaky
head, one pocket produced most
of their bass this week.
“It was almost like trout fishing,” Schroeder said. “You
would pull one off a little eddy
and there would be another one
there two minutes later. The biggest key was putting the trolling
motor on 8 and getting into
skinny water and making a few
fish react.”
Solomon Glenn and Ryan
Thomas from the University of
Montevallo won the Big Bass of
the Tournament with a 7-3 largemouth they caught on Day 2.

Wave Flag on
September 11
from sports 2
Greene, Joann Miller and
Carmen Foote) were moved to
find an old American flag they
had stored at home and stand on
a hill in Freeport, Maine, waving
that flag to honor victims. These
women became nationally
known as “The Freeport Flag
Ladies,” and proudly hoisted the
Stars and Stripes every Tuesday
morning for the following 18
years. After they retired on September 11, 2019, (their last 9/11
remembrance) the following
Tuesday, September 17, 2019,
Wreaths Across America took the
helm and continued the weekly
flag-waving tradition along US
Route 1 in Jonesboro, Maine.
To learn more go to
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org .To watch the Facebook
live
event
go
to
https://fb.me/e/2UPjaByZj.
Wreaths Across America is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded to continue and expand
the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery begun by Maine businessman
Morrill Worcester in 1992. For more
information or to sponsor a wreath
please visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

