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Mississippi’s herring claims overall title at 2022 Bassmaster
High School Combine presented by Skeeter on Wheeler Lake
DECATUR, Ala., Sept. 19, 2022
— Talented high school anglers
from across the U.S. gathered for
the second Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Combine
presented by Skeeter on Wheeler
Lake in Decatur, Ala., for a
weekend combining skills challenges and recruiting visits in
hopes of reeling in college fishing offers. After three challenges
— Casting Distance, Technical
and Casting Accuracy — the
combine’s overall points winner
was Phillip Herring of Richton,
Miss.
With a total of 288 points, the
Greene County High School senior narrowly edged Bryce Distefano of Denham Springs, La.,
by four points. In three total
challenges, Herring finished no
worse than 10th place out of 98
anglers.
Herring was surprised to take
home the highest honor from the
High School Combine.
“It feels pretty amazing,” Herring said. “I came in expecting to
have the opportunity to talk to a
few colleges and maybe even get
a couple of campus visits out of
it, but I didn’t really have any expectations for the competition
part of this event.”
Herring, who attended the combine alongside teammate Calup
Williams, has qualified for three
consecutive Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School National
Championships presented by
Academy Sports + Outdoors.
The duo also fished together at
the 2019 Bassmaster Junior
Series National Championship,
where they finished seventh.
In addition to winning the overall award, the south Mississippi
native also took home the first-

Zenon Reel paired with an Abu
Garcia Winch Rod, Preston cast
a Berkley Cane Walker Topwater
just inches farther than the second-place finisher Cambre Webb
of Clinton, La., who cast 64.9
yards.
“I took a risk by turning the
breaks completely off, loosening
the spool tension all the way off
and just prayed I didn’t backlash,” said Preston. “Out of three
casts, I backlashed twice, but the
one time I didn’t, I cast it 65
yards.”
Preston considers Lake Lanier
his favorite tournament lake, and
regularly throwing a big walking
topwater played into his success
in this event.

Alex Standerfer of New London, Wis., (Casting Accuracy), Phillip Herring of Richton, Miss., (Technical Challenge &
Overall) and Nathan Preston of Newnan, Ga., (Casting Distance) took home awards at the 2022 Abu Garcia Bassmaster
High School Combine presented by Skeeter. (Photos by Kyle Jessie/B.A.S.S.)
place prize in the Technical Challenge. The Technical Challenge
tested each angler’s ability to maneuver a Skeeter FXR20 bass
boat around an obstacle and
make three pinpoint casts to
floating targets.
Herring was able to blaze
through the Technical Challenge
in just 42 seconds to take home
his second piece of hardware.
“I turned the trolling motor up
wide-open and began casting at
the target as I was going around
the obstacle and actually hit one
target before even getting around

it; then I hit the last two targets
with my first two flips,” Herring
said when asked about his
strategy.
Herring accredited his fishing
strengths of flipping and pitching to his success in the Technical Challenge as well as the
Casting Accuracy Challenge,
where he finished fifth.
“We fish a lot of shallow tidal
rivers, so we’re flipping, pitching and making short little roll
casts all the time, which helped
out a lot,” he said.
Herring is looking forward to

his campus visits and making a
final college decision.
“This event helped me a ton,” he
said. “I had an idea of about five
to seven schools that I was interested in, but this event has helped
me narrow it down to about three
schools. This combine is really
great overall; getting to meet all
these other anglers and talking
with the coaches is amazing.”
In just 35 seconds, Alex Standerfer of New London, Wis., was
able to knock down every target
with his Abu Garcia rod and reel
combo to take the first-place

prize in Casting Accuracy.
“I didn’t really have a strategy
going into the event,” Standerfer
said. “Coming from a river background, fishing around wood and
getting your bait in places where
others can’t is a strategy in itself,
so this was definitely my forte.”
In addition to winning the Casting Accuracy Challenge, Standerfer finished eighth in the
overall standings.
With a booming cast of 65 yards,
Nathan Preston of Newnan, Ga.,
took first in the Casting Distance
Challenge. Using an Abu Garcia

At the end of the weekend, two
anglers — high school fishing
partners Cody Morgan and Brant
Langley from Florida’s Marion
County High School Bassmasters — signed with Southeastern University and Coach
Weston Marsh, which will begin
competing in Bassmaster College Series tournaments in 2024.
“There are so many amazing
benefits to attending SEU, including new facilities and a great
scholarship,” explained Morgan.
“But it is also important to both
of us to be part of building something here in our home state of
Florida. We’re really excited.”
The 2022 Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Combine
presented by Skeeter was hosted
by Decatur Morgan County
Tourism.
The 2022 Abu Garcia Bassmaster High School Combine
presented by Skeeter Points Totals.

Japanese angler Daisuke Aoki announces Wreaths Across America receives huge
retirement from Bassmaster Elite Series donation from the National Association
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Threetime Japanese Angler of the Year
and Academy Sports + Outdoors
Bassmaster Classic qualifier Daisuke Aoki has announced his retirement from the Bassmaster
Elite Series. The 39-year-old angler hailing from Yamanashi,
Japan, has fished professionally
for 20 years, including one season on the Bassmaster Elite
Series.
During the 2021 season, Aoki
won the Bassmaster Southern
Open at Douglas Lake on his
way to qualifying for the 2022
Bassmaster Elite Series. The best
finish in his one and only season
on the Elites came by way of
Chickamauga Lake, where Aoki
finished in sixth place. But this
was the highlight of his season as
tough fishing landed him in 88th
place in the Progressive Insurance Bassmaster Angler of the
Year points.
Aoki has posted a 17-minutelong video to his YouTube channel where he cited his reasons for
retiring from the Elite Series. He
was visibly upset in the video
and expressed that the decision
to leave the Elites was a painful
one. But he is also relieved that
the decision has been made.
Being in a new place, far from
home, for extended periods of
time while trying to qualify for
the Elite Series over the last few
years was hard enough on Aoki.
But this year, piled on top of this
were the rigors of competing in
the Bassmaster Elite Series, and
Aoki was simply overwhelmed
before the season even started.
With all the preparations required to get ready for competition, the 2022 season weighed
heavy on Aoki from the start. But
he thought he might change his
mind about wanting to continue
on the Elite Series, especially
around April with his near-miss

of Independent Truckers (NAIT)
from sports-military 2
ensure that WAA’s mission to
Remember, Honor, Teach, is met
through this annual journey of remembrance.

Daisuke Aoki recently announced his retirement.
at an Elite Series win on Chickamauga.
But the short-lived success wasn’t enough to stem the tide, and
Aoki became disillusioned as the
season wore on.
Aoki stated that he wanted to
leave his mark on fishing and
make a contribution in the U.S.
among the best anglers in the
world. He expressed his frustration in exiting the Elite series
after a tough first season.
Aoki is grateful to have qualified
for the Bassmaster Classic in just
four years of trying, citing that
qualification as one of his greatest accomplishments. Though
Aoki believes he’ll continue to

fish tournaments, he admits his
feelings toward tournament competition are half-hearted at the
current time.
Aoki plans to do many things
moving forward — including
fishing for fun — but plans to
give himself time to consider
what’s next.
Aoki’s decision opens one more
spot on the Elite Series. Chad
Morgenthaler’s
retirement
opened a spot for Frank Talley,
while Jay Yelas’ retirement announcement last week preserved
a spot for Justin Atkins. With
Aoki’s departure, Rick Clunn
will requalify for the Elites without using a Legends point.

“It is partners like NAIT that
continue to step up and amaze us
with their generosity, not just
with financial assistance for the
professional drivers supporting
the mission, but in their commitment to veterans and local communities,” said Don Queeney,
Director of Transportation,
Wreaths Across America. “This
donation will help ensure that
owner-operators who want to
help with the delivery of veterans’ wreaths to locations across
the country will have access to
resources to make that a reality.
We are grateful to NAIT and all
the professional drivers and
Honor Fleet members that help
us move the mission.”
This generous outpouring of
support helps ‘lighten the load’
for professional drivers wanting
to support the mission through a
contribution of their time and
equipment, and importantly,
demonstrates to the families of
our nation’s heroes just how
much their sacrifices are appreciated by a grateful nation.
“The National Association of Independent Truckers is honored to
once again partner with Wreaths
Across America for the 2022
Mission,” said Jason Sheets, Vice
President, Business Development Independent Contractor
& National Association of Independent Truckers. “NAIT is excited to help Remember, Honor,
and Teach, and we hope everyone will find a way to serve.”
To learn more about WAA’s

Cruz and Welsh take home weekly awards
MEMPHIS, Tenn. September 19,
2022– After opening conference
play with a win over SMU, the
Memphis Tiger men’s soccer
team has found three players on
the American Athletic Conference Weekly Awards list as Al-

berto Cruz was named as the
Rookie of the Week, Colin Welsh
as the Goalkeeper of the Week
and Lineker Rodrigues dos Santos to the Honor Roll.
Cruz, a junior transfer from Madrid, Spain, scored the game-

winning goal for the Tigers on
Saturday night in the 65’. His
only shot of the game, Cruz put
one past SMU goalkeeper, Cole
Johnson, for Memphis’ third consecutive win over the Mustangs.
This is Cruz’s first Rookie of the

Week award for the season and
his career.
Welsh, a sophomore from Overland Park, Kan., picked up his
third shutout of the season and
second consecutive when he

Please see sports page 4

The National Association
of Independent Truckers is
honored to once again
partner with Wreaths Across America for the 2022
Mission,” said Jason
Sheets, Vice President,
Business Development Independent Contractor &
National Association of Independent
Truckers.
“NAIT is excited to help
Remember, Honor, and
Teach, and we hope everyone will find a way to
serve.”
Honor Fleet or to sign up to help
move the mission to one of our
more than 3,200 participating locations,
please
visit
trucking.wreathsacrossamerica.o
rg
This year, National Wreaths Across America Day is Saturday,
Dec. 17, 2022. If you would like
to sponsor a veteran’s wreath for
placement by a volunteer on the
headstone of an American hero,
please visit www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org today!
About Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded to continue and expand

the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery
begun
by
Maine
businessman Morrill Worcester
in 1992. The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach
– is carried out in part each year
by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond. For more information or to
sponsor a wreath please visit
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
About The National Association
of Independent Truckers, LLC
The National Association of Independent
Truckers,
LLC
(NAIT) was founded in 1981 to
serve the needs of Independent
Owner/Operators. Over the
years, NAIT has established
long-term partnerships with providers that share its dedication to
the industry. NAIT works with
members to develop association
benefits to meet industry needs.
A primary focus is providing access to buying power through
benefit programs delivering options to reduce the cost of operating a trucking business. For
more information, please visit
https://www.naitusa.com/

