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Legendary head coach Billy J. Murphy
Pete Bermel dead at 81 to be inducted in 2022 College Football
Hall of Fame ... from sports page 1
UofM’s first soccer coach
MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Memphis
Athletics is saddened to learn of
the passing of Pete Bermel, the
first men's soccer head coach in
school history. Bermel was 81
years old. The announcement
was made on January 5, 2022
"Coach Bermel started this program back when it was Memphis
State University and gave it such
a strong foundation that we are
still using today," current Tiger
head coach Richard Mulrooney
said. "I remember my father taking me over to Echles Field when
MSU played in the 80s, and that
was my first memory of college
soccer and when I was introduced to MSU in person.
"I am forever grateful for the program he started, and I hope to
continue running the program in
the same positive way Coach
Bermel did. Our thoughts and
condolences go out to his
family."
Bermel began the Tiger program
in 1982 and coached for six seasons through the 1987 campaign.
He amassed a 61-48-14 record
during the time, laying the program's groundwork for its next
four decades.
Born June 12, 1940, Bermel emigrated from the Netherlands in
the 1960s, and his well-lived life
included driving Formula Ford
racecars at Silverstone in England during the 1970s, forming
the Tiger soccer team in the
1980s, captaining a 45-foot-long
1969 Hatteras charter fishing
vessel in Destin, Fla., during the
1990s and cruising the Caribbean
in a sailboat with his wife in the
2000s.
His family's business of hair-
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dressing afforded him the opportunity to respond to a Texas advertisement requesting European
hairdressers to come to America.
He soon moved to Memphis, and
his brothers and sisters started to
join him and created the locallyrenowned Bermels Hair Salon
near Poplar Avenue and Humes
Street. Together, their work gave
countless people the confidence
to face the world.
He is survived by all of his sons,
Jeff Norton, Erich Bermel and
Andrew Bermel; his wife, Clare
Ozenovich Bermel; his brothers,
Jozef, Frank, Peter, Hans, Heinz
and Gerard; his sisters, Rina,
Marga, Maria, and Annamarie;
and their many children and
grandchildren.
For more information and to
leave condolences and read Bermel's
obituary,
visit
https://www.canalefuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/AugustinesBermel.
For complete information on
Memphis Tiger Men's Soccer,
visit www.GoTigersGo.com and
follow the team's social media
channels on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook.

Grizzlies’ Ja Morant
named NBA Western
Conf. Player of WK
from sports page 1
Morant has started all 29 of
his appearances this season,
his third with the Grizzlies,
and has averaged 24.7 points,
5.8 rebounds, 6.7 assists and
1.38 steals in 32.2 minutes
while shooting career-best
percentages of 48.9% from
the field and 38.3% from 3point range. Memphis currently leads the Southwest
Division and ranks fourth in
the Western Conference with
a 28-14 record.
his fourth straight 30-point performance. The following night,
he scored six of his 26 points, including the go-ahead basket, and
recorded a key steal in the final
30 seconds of a 110-106 road
victory at Cleveland. After registering 22 points in a 118-88

home win over Detroit on Jan. 6,
Morant finished the week by
posting 16 points, seven assists
and one highlight-reel block in a
127-119 victory over the Los Angeles Lakers, the Grizzlies’ 12th
win in their last 13 road games.
Morant has started all 29 of his
appearances this season, his third
with the Grizzlies, and has averaged 24.7 points, 5.8 rebounds,
6.7 assists and 1.38 steals in 32.2
minutes while shooting careerbest percentages of 48.9% from
the field and 38.3% from 3-point
range. Memphis currently leads
the Southwest Division and ranks
fourth in the Western Conference
with a 28-14 record.
Toronto Raptors guard Fred
VanVleet was named the NBA
Eastern Conference Player of the
Week.

NFL announces AFC Players
of the Week with TN Titans’
Ryan Tannehill leading honors
N.Y., N.Y. Jan. 12, 2022 - Quarterback RYAN TANNEHILL of
the Tennessee Titans, defensive
end MAXX CROSBY of the Las
Vegas Raiders and kicker DANIEL CARLSON of the Las Vegas
Raiders are the AFC Offensive,
Defensive and Special Teams
Players of the Week for games
played in Week 18 (January 8-9).

Titans QB Ryan Tannehill

OFFENSE: QB RYAN TANNEHILL, TENNESSEE TITANS
Tannehill completed 23 of 32
pass attempts (71.9 percent) for
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February 2022.
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(location TBD).
“We know that Memphians everywhere will be proud of the
legacy earned by Coach Murphy
as a football player, coach, administrator and leader,” said
Memphis Vice President and Director of Intercollegiate Athletics
Laird Veatch. “I have heard multiple stories from former players,
fans and Coach Murphy’s family
about the incredible and lasting
impact he made on so many
Tigers in the Memphis community. We are thankful to Mr.
Archie Manning and all of the selection committee for recognizing one of the greatest Tigers of
all time in this special and deserving way.”
The 18 First Team All-America
players and three standout
coaches in the 2022 class were
selected from the national ballot
of 78 players and seven coaches
from the Football Bowl Subdivision, the 99 players and 33
coaches from the divisional ranks
and the NFF Veterans Committee

The inductees will also be
recognized at their respective
collegiate institutions with
NFF Hall of Fame On-Campus Salutes, presented by Fidelity Investments, during the
fall. Their accomplishments
will be forever immortalized
at the Chick-fil-A College
Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta, and each inductee will
receive a custom ring created
by Jostens, the official and
exclusive supplier of NFF
rings.

as Memphis State, and he would
take the program from obscurity
to national prominence with
multiple firsts while winning
67.3 percent of his games before
his exit after the 1971 season
with an overall record of 91-441. In 1960, he led the team’s
transition to major college status
as a member of the NCAA University Division while posting an
8-2 record. As the Tigers’ program grew in stature, Murphy replaced small-college opponents
with major programs, including

upper hand, claiming the program’s first win against Ole Miss
with a 27-17 victory at home.
In 1968, Memphis ended its 27year run as an independent, joining the Missouri Valley
Conference, and Murphy would
earn Missouri Valley Conference
Coach of the Year honors in three
of the school’s first four seasons
in the conference. On Dec. 18,
1971, Murphy led Memphis to its
first appearance and first win in a
major bowl with a 28-9 victory

Springs, Arkansas, before enrolling at Mississippi State in 1939
and playing as an All-SEC tailback for future College Football
Hall of Coach Allyn McKeen
who had previously headed the
Memphis program. In 1943 and
the midst of World War II, Murphy joined the Marine Corps Reserve and transferred to Duke
University for training with the
V-12 Program. He served heroically in the South Pacific, narrowly escaping with his life on at
least four occasions and receiving
the Bronze Star, the Presidential
Citation and the Navy Citation.
Following World War II, Murphy
returned to Mississippi State as
the captain of the 1946 Bulldogs
team.
After graduating from Mississippi State, Murphy took his first
job as an assistant coach at Memphis for a five-year stint. In 1951,
he returned to Mississippi State
under head coach Murray Warmath who he then followed to
Minnesota in 1954 for four seasons as the running backs coach
before becoming the Memphis
head coach at the age of 37 in

candidates.
The inductees will also be recognized at their respective collegiate institutions with NFF Hall
of Fame On-Campus Salutes,
presented by Fidelity Investments, during the fall. Their accomplishments will be forever
immortalized at the Chick-fil-A
College Football Hall of Fame in
Atlanta, and each inductee will
receive a custom ring created by
Jostens, the official and exclusive
supplier of NFF rings.
“We are thrilled to hear about the
tremendous honor for Coach
Murphy and his family, for him
to be named to the College Football Hall of Fame,” Memphis
head football coach Ryan Silverfield remarked. “Coach Murphy
was an unbelievable leader, mentor and role model not only for
the University of Memphis, but
for the city and the entire midsouth region. I’m thrilled that he
and his family are getting the recognition they so richly deserve.”
The winningest coach in Memphis history, Murphy headed the
Tigers’ program for 14 years,
posting winning records in all but
two seasons and leading the
school into the national rankings.
Murphy passed away on February 21, 2008 at the age of 87.
In 1958, Murphy became head
coach at Memphis, then-known

Coach Billy J. Murphy goes through the X’s and O’s of football with players when University of Memphis was known as Memphis State University (MSU). (Photo/Courtesy: UofM
Athletics )
wins against Florida State, Houston, Miami (FL), Mississippi,
Mississippi State, South Carolina, Virginia Tech and Wake
Forest. In 1962, Murphy led the
Tigers to their first win over a
member of the SEC, a 28-7 victory at Mississippi State.
In 1963, the Tigers posted the
school’s first undefeated season
since 1938 with a 9-0-1 record,
and Murphy claimed National
Coach of the Year honors from
The Detroit Times while Memphis running back Dave Casinelli
claimed the NCAA rushing title
and the defense posted five shutouts. The team finished No. 14 in
the UPI Coaches Poll, the highest
ranking in school history. The
lone tie that season, a 0-0 tilt,
came against No. 2 Ole Miss,
which had not been shut out in 47
games. In 1967, Murphy and the
Tigers would finally gain the

over San Jose State in the Pasadena Bowl. The game marked
Murphy’s final appearance as a
head coach, and he transitioned
fulltime to athletics director, a

Murphy grew up in Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, before enrolling at Mississippi State in
1939 and playing as an AllSEC tailback for future College Football Hall of Coach
Allyn McKeen who had previously headed the Memphis
program. In 1943 and the
midst of World War II, Murphy joined the Marine Corps
Reserve and transferred to
Duke University for training
with the V-12 Program.
role he had started in 1966 and
held until 1981.
Murphy grew up in Siloam

1958. Murphy has been inducted
into the State of Tennessee Sports
Hall of Fame, the Mississippi
State Hall of Fame and the Memphis M Club Hall of Fame. Each
year the Billy J. Murphy Award
is presented to a former Memphis
athlete who has excelled in their
chosen profession after graduation, and the Tigers' practice facility is named in Murphy's
honor.
Murphy, born January 13, 1921,
was married to the late Elizabeth
Parrish of Starkville, Miss., and
the couple had two children, son
Michael and daughter Libby.
For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Football, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow the team's social media channels on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.

