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Ballentine and Loos win
Bassmaster High School
Series ... from sports page 3
Commission.
2022 Bassmaster High School
Series Presenting Sponsor:
Academy Sports + Outdoors
2022 Bassmaster High School
Series Platinum Sponsor: Toyota
2022 Bassmaster High School
Series Premier Sponsors: Berkley, Humminbird, Mercury, Minn
Kota, Nitro Boats, Power-Pole,
Ranger Boats, Rapala, Skeeter
Boats, Yamaha
2022 Bassmaster High School
Series Supporting Sponsors:
AFTCO, Daiwa, Garmin, Huk
Performance Fishing, Marathon,
Strike King, Triton Boats, VMC
2022 Bassmaster High School

Series Youth Sponsors: Shimano,
SPRO
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the
Bassmaster tournament leagues,
events and media platforms, is
the worldwide authority on bass
fishing and keeper of the culture
of the sport, providing cutting
edge content on bass fishing
whenever, wherever and however bass fishing fans want to
use it. Headquartered in Birmingham, Ala., the 515,000-member
organization’s fully integrated
media platforms include the industry’s leading magazines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. Times), website
(Bassmaster.com).

Emani Jefferson earns AAC
Weekly Honor Roll Award

Page 4 Sports

NFL Pro Bowl presented by Verizon will
showcase entertainment lineup on Feb. 6
New York, NY (January 24,
2022) – The NFL announced the
entertainment lineup for the 2022
Pro Bowl presented by Verizon.
The 2022 Pro Bowl will be
played at Allegiant Stadium on
Sunday, February 6 at 12:00 PM
PT. Fans can visit ProBowl.com
to buy tickets.
Prior to the game, fans will have
the opportunity to watch select
Pro Bowl player arrivals on the
PRO BOWL RED CARPET. Ten
Pro Bowl players will walk the
Red Carpet where one ultimate
best-dressed winner will be
crowned. The Red Carpet will be
judged by a panel of celebrity
judges as well as a few lucky
fans chosen from the audience.
Fans attending are encouraged to
show out in their most eccentric
fan gear.

Also during pregame, DJ JON
BLAK, representing the AFC,
and DJ PREMONITION, representing the NFC, will hype up
the crowd with a pregame DJ
battle. DJ Jon Blak is the resident
DJ of the New York Jets and one
of the most sought-after DJs in
New York City. DJ Premonition
is the house DJ for the Washington Football Team.
Contemporary gospel singer,
PATTI PENNINGTON AND
THE HOUSE OF BLUES GOSPEL CHOIR will sing "Lift
Every Voice and Sing".
The PLAYER'S CHOIR will
sing the national anthem. The
Player's Choir is led by 2015 Pro
Football Hall of Famer TIM
BROWN and is composed of
NFL Legends including:

Michael Gaines – Former Panthers, Bills, Bears, Browns, and
Lions tight end
Tommie Harris – Former Bears
defensive tackle and three-time
Pro Bowler
Olrick Johnson – Former Patriots, Vikings, and Jets linebacker
and entertainer
Cameron "Cam" Newton –
Former Falcons and Panthers
safety
Bryan Scott – Former Falcons,
Saints, and Bills linebacker; 2012
Walter Payton NFL Man of the
Year nominee
As the Air Force celebrates its
75th anniversary year, its F-16
Fighting Falcon fighter jets, part
of the 16th Weapons Squadron
assigned to Nellis Air Force Base
located in Las Vegas, will participate in the PRO BOWL
FLYOVER.

Fans at Allegiant Stadium will be
treated to a special performance
by world-famous dance crew, the
JABBAWOCKEEZ, as they perform at halftime. The Jabbawockeez gained their fame by
winning the MTV Hip-Hop reality series, Randy Jackson Presents America's Best Dance Crew
(ABDC) in March 2008. The
crew uses their signature plain
white masks and gloves to guide
the audience's attention away
from individual identities and towards a unified group. The group
is known for their creativity, oneof-a-kind choreography, athleticism
and
intricate
synchronization.
Starting at 12:00 PM PT, the
2022 Pro Bowl will be televised
on ESPN, ESPN Deportes and simulcast on ABC.

NFL Championship Sunday features battles for Lamar
Hunt and George Halas Trophies ... from sports page 3
2005 Steelers won Super Bowl
XL, seven teams have advanced
to their conference Championship Games as a No. 6 seed, including the SAN FRANCISCO
49ERS this year. The list includes the 2008 Eagles, 2008
Ravens, 2010 Jets, 2019 Titans
and Super Bowl XLV champion
Packers in 2010.

Emani Jefferson shows off why she received the AAC
Weekly Honor Roll Award. (Photo credit: Memphis
Athletics/Matthew A. Smith)
MEMPHIS, Tenn. January 24,
2022– Following back-to-back
double-digit performances and
helping to ignite the Tiger defense, sophomore Emani Jefferson has earned her second AAC
Honor Roll accolade of the season, the conference announced
Monday afternoon.

ond time this season she led the
team in scoring in a single game.
In the team’s battle with Houston on Saturday afternoon, Jefferson recorded 13 points, where
six of them came from the free
throw line, while grabbing seven
rebounds and dishing out four
assists.

Jefferson, who averaged 15.0
points and 5.5 rebounds per
game, opened the week with a
17-point performance at Tulane
where she went 6-10 from the
field and added in four rebounds,
two assists and two steals. Wednesday’s game marked the sec-

Jefferson was also an integral
part in the Tiger’s defense that
forced the Cougars in to 11 turnovers and held them to more than
12 points below their season
scoring average.
This is the second career AAC
Weekly Award for Jefferson.

More Military News...

Wreaths Across America
remembers ‘The Four
Chaplains’ on February 3
COLUMBIA FALLS, Maine –
Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 – On
Thursday, Feb. 3rd, 2022,
Wreaths Across America will
honor the American heroes
known as “The Four Chaplains”
with a special Facebook live
event at 12pm EST, from the
Balsam Valley Chapel and tip
lands located in Downeast
Maine.
On January 23, 1943, the
U.S.A.T. Dorchester left New
York harbor bound for Greenland carrying over 900 officers,

On January 23, 1943, the
U.S.A.T. Dorchester left New
York harbor bound for Greenland carrying over 900 officers,
servicemen
and
civilian workers. The ship
was a coastal passenger
steamship requisitioned and
operated by the War Shipping
Administration (WSA) for
wartime use as a troop ship.
The ship was transiting the
Labrador Sea when it was
torpedoed by a German Uboat (U-233) on February 3,
1943.
servicemen and civilian workers.
The ship was a coastal passenger
steamship requisitioned and operated by the War Shipping Administration (WSA) for wartime
use as a troop ship. The ship was
transiting the Labrador Sea when
it was torpedoed by a German Uboat (U-233) on February 3,
1943. The ship sank and 675
people on board lost their lives.
Amidst the chaos to save 230
lives four chaplains guided soldiers trapped below deck to es-

cape hatches and gave away their
life jackets to save others on that
fateful day. When the chaplains
had done all they could, they
linked arms to pray and sing
hymns as the Dorchester slipped
beneath the waves.
In this ceremony, participants
will hear messages and stories
about Lt. George L. Fox (Methodist), Lt. Alexander D. Goode
(Jewish), Lt. Clark V. Poling
(Dutch Reformed) and Lt. John
P. Washington (Roman Catholic), “The Four Chaplains.” As
well as remembrances for the
crew of the U.S.A.T. Dorchester
and African American Coast
Guardsman Charles Walter
David Jr., who jumped into icy
Greenland waters, from a nearby
rescue ship, to save two men
from drowning and then continuing to help rescue a total of 93
survivors from lifeboats. After
his heroic acts, 54 days later
Charles Walter David Jr., succumbed to pneumonia stemming
from those icy waters.
Replica dog tags of the Four
Chaplains and Guardsman
Charles Walter David Jr. hang on
trees located on the Tip-land in
Maine as part of the Wreaths Across America Remembrance Tree
program. This FREE program
(open to all fallen veterans and
their families) hangs replica dog
tags on the branches of live balsam trees used to make veterans
wreaths to honor their lives. To
view on Facebook and for more
information or to sponsor a
wreath please visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

SUPER BOWL PIPELINE:
Since the 49ers advanced to
Super Bowl XLVIII in the 2012
season, the NFC West has produced five of the previous nine
NFC champions. After the 49ers
or Rams win on Sunday, six
NFC West teams will have advanced to the Super Bowl in 10
seasons, including three in the
past four years (the Rams in
2018, 49ers in 2019 and Sunday’s winning team).
A look at the AFC and NFC
Championship Games:
CINCINNATI BENGALS (127) at KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
(14-5) (Sunday, 3:00 PM ET,
CBS/Paramount+ )
While the two franchises have
never met in the postseason, they
did meet only four weeks ago, in
Week 17 at Paul Brown Stadium.
Cincinnati overcame a 14-point
deficit to defeat Kansas City, 3431, and clinch the AFC North.
Bengals quarterback JOE BURROW passed for 446 yards and
four touchdowns while rookie
wide
receiver
JA’MARR
CHASE had 11 receptions for a
franchise-record 266 yards and
three touchdowns. Chase surpassed JERRY BUTLER (255
receiving yards on Sept. 23,
1979) for the most receiving
yards in a game by a rookie ever.
The Bengals, who began as an
expansion franchise in 1968,
own the best record in AFC
Championship Game history, 20 (1.000), minimum two games.
Cincinnati advanced to the Super
Bowl in 1981 and 1988, both
times losing to the San Francisco
49ers. The Bengals (2-0) and
New York Giants (5-0) are the
NFL’s only teams in the Super
Bowl era without a loss in a
Championship Game (31 of the
32 teams have played in the
contest).
The Chiefs with a win would advance to a third consecutive
Super Bowl. Only the BUFFALO BILLS (four, 1990-93),
MIAMI DOLPHINS (three,
1971-73) and NEW ENGLAND
PATRIOTS (three, 2016-18)

have appeared in at least three
consecutive Super Bowls.
Kansas City is the first team in
NFL history to host a Championship Game in four straight seasons, and the seventh to play in
the game in four consecutive
years. The Chiefs are 2-2 all-time
in AFC Championship Games,
including victories in each of the
past two seasons. The franchise
was 3-0 in AFL Championship
Games, with wins in 1962 (as the
Dallas Texans), and 1966 and
1969 after moving to Kansas
City.
The Chiefs’ ANDY REID has
now guided two teams to four
consecutive
Championship
Games, Philadelphia (2001-04)
and Kansas City (2018-21). No
other head coach in the Super
Bowl era has made four straight
appearances in the game with
multiple teams. BILL BELICHICK (eight from 2011-18) and
Pro Football Hall of Famers
JOHN MADDEN (five from
1973-77), TOM LANDRY (four
from 1970-73) and MARV
LEVY (four from 1990-93) are
the only other coaches with fouror-more consecutive Championship Game berths in the Super
Bowl era.
Reid also has 252 career wins, including the postseason. Only Pro
Football Hall of Famer DON
SHULA (347), Pro Football Hall
of Famer GEORGE HALAS
(324), BILL BELICHICK (321)
and Pro Football Hall of Famer
TOM LANDRY (270) have
more.
Cincinnati’s ZAC TAYLOR
could become the sixth individual
to win his first three postseason
games as an NFL head coach,
joining
BRIAN
BILLICK
(2000), JEFF FISHER (1999),
JOHN FOX (2003), DOUG
PEDERSON (2017) and KEN
WHISENHUNT (2008).
The Bengals are 2-1 (.667)
against Kansas City since Reid
took the reins of the Chiefs in
2013. Only the Titans (5-2, including the postseason) have a
better record against the Chiefs in
that span.
Kansas City’s PATRICK MAHOMES is expected to become
the first quarterback in NFL history to start four conference
Championship Games prior to
turning 27 years old.
Mahomes is 7-1 in eight career
postseason starts at Arrowhead
Stadium, with 23 touchdown
passes, one interception and a
120.5 passer rating.

Anthony Jones selected to
participate in NCAA and
NFL Coaches Academy
from sports page 1
national office in Indianapolis,
Ind. The program is delivered in
collaboration with the NFL, who
will bring in 25 additional attendees, all of whom will be
former NFL players coaching at
various levels in the collegiate,
high school, or professional

ranks.
For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Football, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow the team's social media channels on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.

Including the postseason, Mahomes owns a 4-1 career record
against opponents to which he
lost previously in the same season, including wins in the 2020
AFC Championship Game and
last week’s victory, both over
Buffalo. His only loss was to the
New England Patriots in the 2018
AFC Championship.
The
Bengals’
JA’MARR
CHASE, who enters Sunday with
225 postseason receiving yards,
needs 18 receiving yards against
the Chiefs to break the NFL’s
postseason rookie record held by
TORRY HOLT (242 in 1999).
Chase, who had 116 receiving
yards in the Wild Card win
against Las Vegas and 109 last
week, is the first player in NFL
history with multiple postseason
games of 100-or-more receiving
yards.
In 2021, five pairs of NFL teammates each reached 1,000 receiving yards and two of those duos
are featured on Sunday: JA’MARR CHASE (1,455) and
TEE HIGGINS (1,091) and the
Chiefs’ TYREEK HILL (1,239)
and TRAVIS KELCE (1,125).
Kelce, who had eight catches for
96 yards and the game-ending
touchdown reception in last
week’s win, has at least 90 receiving yards in five straight
postseason games, the longest
streak in the Super Bowl era.
Kelce also joined Pro Football
Hall of Famer JERRY RICE and
ROB GRONKOWSKI as one of
three players in NFL history with
90-or-more receptions and 10plus touchdown catches in their
postseason careers.
In NFL history, only Rice (151
postseason receptions), JULIAN
EDELMAN (118) and Gronkowski (98) have more career
postseason catches than Kelce
(96).
Hill, who registered 172 receiving yards in the 2020 AFC Championship, had 11 catches for 150
yards and a touchdown in last
week’s win. He joined LARRY
FITZGERALD, JULIO JONES,
STEVE SMITH and Pro Football
Hall of Famers FRED BILETNIKOFF and JERRY RICE as the
only players in NFL history with
multiple career postseason games
of at least 150 receiving yards.
In last week’s Divisional win at
Tennessee, quarterback JOE
BURROW completed 28 of 37
attempts for 348 yards, while
wide receiver TEE HIGGINS
had seven receptions for 96 yards
and wide receiver JA’MARR
CHASE had five catches for 109
yards.
Burrow, the No. 1 overall selection in the 2020 NFL Draft, became the first quarterback to win
two playoff games in his second
season since RUSSELL WILSON led the Seahawks to a Super
Bowl title in 2013.
Bengals rookie kicker EVAN
MCPHERSON converted a
game-winning, 52-yard field goal
with no time remaining to send

Cincinnati to the AFC Championship. McPherson, who kicked a
54-yard field goal earlier in last
week’s win at Tennessee, tied the
single-game NFL postseason
record with two field goals of at
least 50 yards.
McPherson, who converted all
four field-goal attempts in both
the Wild Card and Divisional victories, is the first kicker in NFL
history with four-or-more field
goals in multiple games of the
same postseason. With eight field
goals, he also has tied the NFL’s
rookie postseason record, held by
STEPHEN
GOSTKOWSKI
(2006).
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (127) at LOS ANGELES RAMS
(14-5) (Sunday, 6:40 PM ET,
FOX/FOX Deportes)
The Rams are the first team in
NFL history to host a conference
Championship Game at the site of
a Super Bowl in the same postseason. With a win, Los Angeles
would become the second team
ever to play a Super Bowl on its
home field, joining last year’s
Buccaneers. Prior to 2020, that
had not happened over the first 54
Super Bowls.
The 49ers and Rams have met
only once in the postseason: The
1989 NFC Championship, a 30-3
San Francisco win at Candlestick
Park. San Francisco went on to
defeat Denver in Super Bowl
XXIV.
San Francisco, making its second
appearance in the NFC Championship in three years, has
reached a conference Championship Game for the 17th time,
more than any franchise in the
Super Bowl era. Since 2011, the
49ers are making their fifth appearance in the NFC Championship. San Francisco is 7-9 all-time
in the NFC title game.
The Rams are making their 11th
appearance in the NFC Championship Game, tied with the
Packers for the third-most since
the 1970 league merger. Only the
49ers (17 including this season)
and Cowboys (16) have more appearances in the NFC Championship.
This season, beginning with their
Week 10 win vs. the Rams, the
49ers have won nine of their last
11 games entering Sunday’s
contest, including the postseason.
In 2021, the Rams have won
seven of their past eight, including the regular season. Their only
setback in that span was a loss to
the 49ers in the Week 18 season
finale, a game San Francisco had
to win to clinch a playoff berth.
San Francisco has won three
straight road games against the
Rams and has been victorious in
five of its last six trips to meet the
Rams in Los Angeles. This season, the Rams lost five overall
games and two were to San Francisco.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual
Black History special in February 2022!

