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renew partnership to
stop domestic violence
N.Y., N.Y. -The National Football League (NFL) joined the National Domestic Violence Hotline
(The Hotline) and RALIANCE
in announcing their continued
partnerships today. April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
and highlighting the work of the
NFL's national and local partnerships that provide year-round resources to educate communities
and support survivors is part of
the League's broad commitment
that includes more than $50 million in donations since 2014.
For more than eight years, the

"We are extremely grateful
for the National Football
League's renewed commitment and support to ensure
all those impacted by domestic violence have access to
The Hotline's 24/7 services—
said Katie Ray-Jones, CEO of
the National Domestic Violence Hotline. “This is coming at a time when survivors
are needing services more
than ever. We are experiencing the highest contact volume in our history...”
NFL has provided financial support to The Hotline in its mission
to shift power back to those in the
U.S. affected by relationship
abuse. The Hotline remains the
only national, 24-hour, yearround resource for survivors offering services via call, chat and
text. Through funding from the
NFL, The Hotline was able to answer over 400,000 calls, texts
and chats in 2021 alone—more
answered than in any other year
since the organization's inception
in 1996. Additionally, support
from the NFL has helped The
Hotline connect survivors with
over 200,000 referrals to shelters
and domestic violence service
providers and over 190,000 referrals to additional resources across
the nation this past year.
The NFL and The Hotline have
renewed their partnership another
three years through a grant from
the NFL, which will empower
The Hotline to continue their direct services and grow their capacity to meet the increased
contact volume, further its policy
work to advocate for expanded
resources for survivors and establish the National Survivor Data
Institute with an emphasis on research on the experiences of survivors, especially those from
marginalized communities.
"We are extremely grateful for
the National Football League's
renewed commitment and support to ensure all those impacted

by domestic violence have access
to The Hotline's 24/7 services—
said Katie Ray-Jones, CEO of the
National Domestic Violence Hotline. This is coming at a time
when survivors are needing services more than ever. We are experiencing the highest contact
volume in our history. Together
we must do more to advocate for
expanded resources for survivors
and ensure access to services.
The road ahead for true systemic
change is a long one and it will
take all of us committed to ensure
that relationships are healthy and
free from violence. We are encouraged whenever an industry
leader, such as the NFL, steps
forward to stand with and support
survivors".
With the NFL's support, RALIANCE was created in 2016 to
unify the national sexual violence
field to better support victims and
survivors. In addition to supporting their general operations, communications and advocacy work,
together the NFL and RALIANCE have awarded nearly $3
million in grants to prevention
programs and projects that support survivors and make communities safer. Using an
intersectional approach to prevention, the majority of the 68
projects funded to date were
awarded to programs serving
people of color, LGBTQ+ communities, people with disabilities,
religious minorities, immigrants,
young people, and others who
often are heavily impacted by
sexual violence yet historically
overlooked by funders.
This month, the NFL has renewed a three-year grant partnership with RALIANCE to expand
their work with grantees by offering more resources, prioritize
grant funding to organizations at
the intersection of sexual misconduct prevention and social justice, and with other organizations
to provide them the right tools to
create a safe environment when
it comes to sexual harassment
and abuse.
"We are proud to partner with
the NFL in the years ahead as we
work to change cultures to prevent and end sexual violence,
misconduct, and abuse," said
Sandra Henriquez, founding
member and Managing Partner
of RALIANCE. "Through this
generous grant, we will be able to
advance our mission to help organizations across sectors create
inclusive and safer environments
for all. We look forward to the
work ahead."
For more information, visit
www.thehotline.org and www.raliance.org

Ja Morant named 2021-22 Kia
NBA Most Improved Player
from sports page 1
wins and captured the Southwest
Division championship, the first
division title in franchise history.
In his third NBA season, Morant
set career highs for scoring average, rebounds per game, steals
per game, field goal percentage
(.493) and 3-point percentage
(.344). Compared to the 2020-21
season, he raised his field goal
percentage by 4.4%, while increasing his shot attempts by 5.4
per game, and upped his 3-point
percentage by 4.1% on an additional 0.7 attempts per game.
The 22-year-old was selected as
a starter for the 2022 NBA AllStar Game, becoming the second
All-Star starter in franchise history and the youngest Grizzlies
player to participate in the event.
Morant led all NBA players in
points in the paint per game
(16.6), becoming the first guard
to do so in 25 seasons since data
was first tracked, and ranked second in fast break points per game
(4.4), helping the Grizzlies lead

the NBA in both categories. He
set a single-game franchise
record with 52 points on Feb. 28
vs. San Antonio, the first 50point performance in Grizzlies
history.
In addition, Morant became the
sixth player in NBA history to
average at least 25 points, five
rebounds and five assists in his
age-22 season, joining Oscar
Robertson (1960-61), Kobe
Bryant
(2000-01),
Tracy
McGrady (2001-02), LeBron
James (2016-17) and Luka
Dončić (2021-22).
Morant has started all of his 187
regular season appearances and
has averaged 21.2 points, 4.5 rebounds and 7.1 assists in 32.2
minutes through his first three
NBA seasons. He was named the
2019-20 NBA Rookie of the
Year after being second overall
in the 2019 NBA Draft following
his sophomore year at Murray
State University.

skills to utilize in crisis controls
fear; sadly, most have none…
Since any number of mass murders have happened, I have
watched the news, read the internet “chatter” (much is just BS)
and even seen a few videos telling people what to do if they are
ever in such a situation. One was
quite detailed, telling the viewer
step by step what to carry with
them at all times, how to chart a
path of escape and even how to
break a window. It was good information, but most folks will
watch it, nod their head up and
down and then forget everything
they just saw. Let me make this
process as simple as possible:
Carry a gun (if possible), carry a
knife (if possible), carry a compact flashlight (did you know
there is one on your phone?)
and…
NEVER GO IN ANY PLACE
YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW
TO GET OUT OF!
And keep in mind it WILL NOT
be the way you came in.
Recently, after class ended on
Sunday evening, I accompanied
a good friend to a high-end restaurant for a fine meal. As we
were being seated, I asked the
server for directions to the men’s
room. A common occurrence and
the server gave me said directions. Did I have to hit the head?
Sure, but it wasn’t critical, I was
more interested in performing a
reconnaissance before I sat down
to dine. As I walked to the restroom, I looked to see where the
windows were and whether or
not the chairs located nearby
could break them. As I walked
past pillars, I knocked on them to
see if they sounded solid or hollow, where was the door to the
kitchen, where were the fire exits
and if I barricaded in the restroom, how solid were the walls,
could I lock the door and what

“(I now carry a smoke mask
everywhere I travel, but did
not have it then). I opened the
sliding glass door that led to
the balcony of my room and
climbed down the balconies
below to the ground. It turned
out to be a non-event, but I
am not the type of person who
likes to wait and have someone else tell me it’s safe. Like
my company motto says, I
want to be “an active participant in my own rescue!”
were my fields of fire? Where
were the fire extinguishers and
what type were they?
I basically formed an escape
plan, looking for anything that
could be a weapon along the way
and kept in mind the room would
be filled with panicked people if
I needed to use said plan! Keep
in mind the shortest exit route
will also be the most congested
… a longer path may take less
time due to less traffic consisting
of fear-filled people. Do you realize that some panicked folks
will not use a fire exit unless
there is a fire, even if it is warranted? They will read the restriction sign attached to the door
and obey. Panicked behavior can
be quite strange.
I did all of this in less than a minute without drawing undue attention to myself. This is
important! If an active killer is
casing the place, your “switched
on” demeanor may draw attention and you might be the first
person he kills! I have gone to
dinner with students who try to
impress me with their “tactical
behavior”, keeping their head on
a constant swivel looking for
threats. On some occasions they
look as if they are having a seizure and I have to tell them to

relax … it is possible to have a
relaxed level of awareness…and
quit drawing attention to us! Try
to be “low profile” (the "grey
man" is being used so much it is
starting to mean nothing) as you
stay alert in life.
Such a lifestyle should include
more than just public establishments like restaurants and nightclubs; it should be any place you
may inhabit. When I check into a
hotel, the first thing I do is walk
the stairs and check for fire exits.
If I’m above the first floor, I
check the windows to see if they
can be broken and what path I
may take if I have to climb down.
You may laugh, but I did this
years back when a fire alarm
went off in my hotel late one
night. I checked the door for heat
and when I did not feel any, I
cracked the door and saw smoke
(I now carry a smoke mask everywhere I travel, but did not
have it then). I opened the sliding
glass door that led to the balcony
of my room and climbed down
the balconies below to the
ground. It turned out to be a nonevent, but I am not the type of
person who likes to wait and
have someone else tell me it’s
safe. Like my company motto
says, I want to be “an active participant in my own rescue!”
Being an “active participant”
means preparing for life’s
dangers, whatever they may be
and accepting that they will
happen. Waiting for someone
else to rescue you is seldom a
good plan, so be prepared to take
action. The act of fighting back is
oftentimes not as difficult as
building the will to take action
and fight. Anything can be a
weapon if the mind makes it so!
Thus, start looking at common
objects and visualize how you
might use them to defend your-

self and those you care about. Be
willing to do harm. While governments and do-gooders will tell
you violence is not the proper
course of action, history has
shown they are full of dung.
Think about the faces on those
people huddled in the bathroom
stall in the Pulse…do you want
that to be you or someone you
care about? Not me. Violence is
never the answer, but all too often
it is the only solution!
Enjoy life, have fun but be
ready…just in case...
More about Dave Spaulding
Dave Spaulding is a professional
firearms instructor with 36 years'
experience in law enforcement
and federal security. The recipient of the 2010 Law Enforcement Trainer of the Year Award
from the International Law Enforcement Training and Educators Association, Dave has
worked in all facets of law enforcement including communications, corrections, court security,
patrol, evidence collection, training and investigations. He was a
founding member of his agency’s
SWAT Team and acted as its
training officer for 8 years.
He spent a year in an undercover
capacity and was the commander
of a multi-jurisdictional narcotics
task force, has been an adjunct
instructor at the former Heckler
& Koch International Training
Division and the Tactical Defense
Institute. In addition to his many
published articles (over 1,400),
Dave is the author of two acclaimed books, Defensive Living
and Handgun Combatives.
He operated his own training
company with focus on “the
combative application of the
handgun” www.handguncombatives.com.

Woman indicted in vehicular homicide;
Victim was former basketball standout
MEMPHIS, TN, April 19, 2022
– A 19-year-old woman was indicted Tuesday on vehicular
homicide charges stemming
from an incident last year in
which her car struck a house,
killing a man inside whose body
was not discovered until some
four hours later, said Shelby
County Dist. Atty. Gen. Amy
Weirich.
A grand jury returned the indictment against Miracle Renee
Rutherford, alleging that she
drove recklessly and created a
substantial risk of death or serious bodily injury. She remains
free on $30,000 bond.
Investigators said the crash occurred around 2:45 a.m. on June
5, 2021, as Rutherford was driving at a high rate of speed southbound on Horn Lake Road
toward Shelby Drive in southwest Memphis.
Her car crossed two northbound lanes, left the road, continued through a yard and went
airborne, striking the corner of a
frame house in the 4500 block of
Horn Lake.
Police responded, but there
were no injuries reported at the
crash scene. A woman in the
house told police she lived there
with her adult son, but that he
was not home.
Several hours later at daylight,
other family members arrived to
help remove furnishings and debris from the crash site and discovered the body of the son,
45-year-old Leslie Galen Young.
He was pronounced dead at the
scene.
Young was a former basketball
standout at Hillcrest High School
and for the UNC-Charlotte 49ers

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s
Special Edition
on Fatherhood!
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where he was named MVP in the
1999 C-USA Tournament. He
also played professionally for 13
years in the United States and

abroad.
The case is being handled by
Asst. Dist. Atty. J. D. Hamblen
of the District Attorney’s Verti-

cal Team 5 which prosecutes
cases in General Sessions Division 13 and in Criminal Court
Division 9.

