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Bluff City Balloon Jamboree partners with Special Olympics
Greater Memphis and Thrive Memphis ... from sports page 1
also giving back to our community.”
The non-profit Special Olympics
Greater Memphis transforms the
lives of children and adults living
with intellectual disabilities
through year-round sports training and athletic competition in a
variety of Olympic-type sports.
You can find more information at
their website: https://specialolympicsmem.org/.
Thrive Memphis is a non-profit
with a mission to enrich the lives
of people with intellectual disabilities by meeting their social,
recreational, and continued educational needs. You can find
more information at their webs
i
t
e
:
https://www.thrivemem.org/.
“We are so thankful to The Bluff
City Balloon Jamboree for including us in this year’s festival.
We know our program participants will love attending the festival and we can’t wait to see all
the beautiful balloons in person.
The support of the festival will
help us in our work of providing
life-changing opportunities for
people with intellectual disabilities,” said Jo Anne Fusco, Executive Director of Thrive
Memphis.
The Bluff City Balloon Jamboree
will hold a free, private event, A
Special Night for Special Kids,
on Thursday, June 16, for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities. Guests and their families will enjoy hot air balloon
tethered rides, a hot air balloon

The Bluff City Balloon Jamboree will hold a free, private
event, A Special Night for
Special Kids, on Thursday,
June 16, for children and
adults with intellectual disabilities. Guests and their
families will enjoy hot air
balloon tethered rides, a hot
air balloon glow show, live
entertainment, The Kidz
Zone, a hot air balloon photo
booth, food and drinks, and a
few surprises!
glow show, live entertainment,
The Kidz Zone, a hot air balloon
photo booth, food and drinks, and
a few surprises!
“We would like to extend a special thank you to Skip and Toni
Durham for including us, and our
athletes, in the Bluff City Balloon
Jamboree this year. We applaud
The Bluff City Balloon Jamboree

“We are so thankful to The
Bluff City Balloon Jamboree
for including us in this year’s
festival. We know our program participants will love
attending the festival and we
can’t wait to see all the beautiful balloons in person. The
support of the festival will
help us in our work of providing life-changing opportunities
for
people
with
intellectual disabilities,” said
Jo Anne Fusco, Executive Director of Thrive Memphis.

transfer
Shelbee Brown
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and was second on the team in
steals.
In her sophomore year, the 5-11
forward started in 27 games
while making 28 appearances
while averaging just over 10
points per game and shooting an
astounding 49.2% from the field.
Brown would help her team to a
27-3 overall record and a trip to

A group of children poses in front of a balloon during the “A Special Night for Special
Kids” event in 2021. (Photo/Courtesy: Special Olympics Greater Memphis, Thrive Memphis, and
Bluff City Balloon Jamboree)

“For a $125 donation, you can
provide a family with special
memories ensured to last a lifetime," said Durham. “Last year,
we welcomed more than 250
families to the festival grounds to
enjoy the Special Night with
Special Kids event. With your
help, we hope to increase that
number this year to 350 families.”
Special thanks to all sponsors including VIP sponsor, Ellichman
Vein & Vascular Centers - StopLegPain.com.
Sponsorship opportunities are
still available. Those interested in
learning more about sponsorships should contact Valerie
Morris
Bearup
at
Valerie@mmgmemphis.com. All
sponsorship levels are customizable based on company/individual needs.
Event volunteer opportunities
are also available as The Bluff
City Balloon Jamboree is not
possible without the help of volunteers. Volunteers must be 15
years or older. To learn more,
visit https://thebluffcityballoonjamboree.com/be-a-volunteer.

Merriweather
inks champion
for
2022-23 season

for making inclusivity a priority
with the A Special Night for Special Kids event and look forward
to a great event,” said Lisa Taylor, Director of Special Olympics
Greater Memphis.
Those interested in sponsoring a
special needs family for the Special Night for Special Kids event
may do so for a $125 donation.
The donation will allow a family
with special needs members the
ability to enjoy the Bluff City
Balloon Jamboree and a ride in a
hot air balloon for free on Thursday,
June
16.
Visit
https://tickets.thebluffcityballoonjamboree.com/app/ to donate.
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This family poses in front of a hot air balloon during the “A Special Night for Special
Kids” event in 2021. (Photo/Courtesy: Special Olympics Greater Memphis, Thrive Memphis, and

In her sophomore year, the 511 forward started in 27
games while making 28 appearances while averaging
just over 10 points per game
and shooting an astounding
49.2% from the field. Brown
would help her team to a 273 overall record and a trip to
the FCSAA/NJCAA District
Tournament Championship
Game – where they collected
a 41-point victory with Brown
nearly missing a double-double of 10 points and nine rebounds
the FCSAA/NJCAA District
Tournament
Championship
Game – where they collected a
41-point victory with Brown
nearly missing a double-double
of 10 points and nine rebounds.
A Whitehaven graduate, Brown
led her team to the TSSAA Division I State Title Game. During
her prep career, Brown averaged
just over 12 points per game
while grabbing 8.6 rebounds.
“The magic thing about home
(Memphis), is that it feels good
to explore other places, but it
feels even better to return. I’m
excited to be joining this program and to be home to play in
front of my family,” said Brown.
Brown chose Memphis over
Clemson, Mississippi State, Dayton, UTC and Southern Illinois.
For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Basketball, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow the team's social media channels on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.

Remember to honor
our Vietnam Vets
and those who
gave their lives on
this Memorial Day.

Bluff City Balloon Jamboree)

F.Y.H. - For Your Health

Free Sleeves Up Shelby County Summer Wellness Fair includes
counseling, outdoor activities and giveaways; Event set for June 4
MEMPHIS, Tenn., May 20,
2022 – The free Sleeves Up
Shelby County Summer Wellness fair will offer mental health
counseling, nutrition advice, outdoor activities, giveaways, and
more Saturday, June 4 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. just outside the
grand re-opening of the Ed Rice
Community Center located at
2907 N Watkins Street. This
event will be hosted by Leadership Memphis, Volunteer Memphis, and the Shelby County
Health Department in conjunction with Memphis Housing and
Community Development and
Memphis Parks. The Summer
Wellness Fair will be free for
anyone to attend, and you can
find more information online at
https://volunteermemphis.org/su
mmer-wellness-fair/.
“Our June 4 Summer Wellness
Fair will bring health resources
directly to the community. We
are excited to provide counseling
services, wellness kits, and much
more to people in a place they
trust,” said Reggie Crenshaw,
President and CEO of Leader-

“Our June 4 Summer Wellness Fair will bring health
resources directly to the
community. We are excited
to provide counseling services, wellness kits, and
much more to people in a
place they trust,” said Reggie Crenshaw, President
and CEO of Leadership
Memphis and Volunteer
Memphis.
ship Memphis and Volunteer
Memphis.
The Summer Wellness Fair will
feature a “wellness row” where
several local agencies will set up
booths to answer people’s questions about mental health, nutrition, wellness, and more. These
benefits will be free to the public
and anyone who visits the booths
will receive a summer gift. Volunteers will also hand out free
health and wellness kits and other
gifts to people who show their
Tenncare or EBT cards.
In addition to healthcare services,

the Summer Wellness Fair will
be a fun event for families.
People can expect face painters,
caricature artists, bouncy houses,
and slides for everyone to enjoy.
Memphis Parks will also be hosting the grand re-opening of the
Ed Rice Community Center.
The Sleeves Up Shelby County
Summer Wellness Fair is scheduled for June 4 from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. outside the Ed Rice Community Center in Frayser Park
located at 2907 N Watkins Street.
The event is free and open for all

These benefits will be free
to the public and anyone
who visits the booths will
receive a summer gift. Volunteers will also hand out
free health and wellness
kits and other gifts to
people who show their
Tenncare or EBT cards.
to attend. Anyone wanting to
learn more about the event can
find more information online at
https://volunteermemphis.org/su
mmer-wellness-fair/.
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