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Fourth of July events
in TN... from sports-ent. page 5
All-American
Elvis-Inspired Fireworks Extravaganza – Memphis
Head to the King of Rock
n’ Roll’s estate, Elvis Presley’s Graceland, for an AllAmerican Elvis-Inspired
Fireworks Extravaganza
July 2-3. Attendees will be
able to enjoy all things
Elvis, BBQ and fireworks,
including a performance
by the 2021 Ultimate Elvis
Tribute Artist contest
winner Pat Dunn.
Celebration – Norris
While most Americans celebrate
Independence Day with fireworks, the Museum of Appalachia marks the occasion with
old-fashioned anvil shoots, a
once common way for pioneers
to celebrate holidays, elections
and other special events. Other
activities taking place during the
day include live music, flag procession and demonstrations from
blacksmiths, beekeepers, woodworkers and much more.
Pepsi Independence Day –
Johnson City
Spend July 4 in the foothills of
the Blue Ridge Mountains in
Johnson City, where guests can
partake in two huge July 4 bashes
– a free summer concerts series
in King Commons Park on July
1 and the Pepsi Independence
Day Celebration on July 3. Enjoy
fireworks, live music, food and a
beer garden.
Middle Tennessee
Let Freedom Sing! Music City
July 4 – Nashville
One of the nation’s largest July 4
celebrations happens in Music
City. Head to Nashville on July 3
to catch the city’s largest fireworks show yet synchronized to
a live performance by the Nashville Symphony. The celebration
continues on July 4 with performances by some of Nashville’s biggest stars, including
Old Dominion, Gramps Morgan,
Cassadee Pope, Levi Hummon
and more.
Red, White & Book July
Fourth Celebration – Cookeville
Spend July Fourth weekend in
Cookeville, where there are
many opportunities to get in the
American spirit, including a
Classic Car Cruise in Celebration, the Patriotic Concerts featuring the 129th US Army Band,
Celebration of Upper Cumberland Music and Community
Concert and wrap the weekend
with Cookeville’s very own Jake
Hoot, season 17 winner of The
Voice, with a concert and secondlargest fireworks show in Tennessee July 4.
2022 Independence Day Celebration – Clarksville
Kick off the weekend on July 1
with a free concert by America’s
Heart Tribute Band, Barracuda,
at Downtown Commons. On
July 3, celebrate Independence
Day with live music, inflatable
games, food and a fireworks
show at Liberty Park.
Freedom Fest 2022 – Monterey
Join Chris Janson, Davisson
Brothers, Darryl Worley, Ty Hendon and Andy Griggs at The Old
Gray Amphitheater’s first annual
Freedom Fest July 1-July 2.
Enjoy over 75-acres of Fourth of
July fun with food trucks, a kid
zone, BBQ and fireworks show.
Fireworks on the Cumberland
– Historic Granville
Celebrate the red, white and blue
with family and friends at Historic Granville’s free professional
fireworks show. Bask in the
specular fireworks reflected off
Cordell Hull Lake.
Maury County Park’s Fireworks – Columbia
Celebrate Independence Day

with fireworks at Maury County
Park Sunday, July 4. Fireworks
begin at 9 p.m. and will be shot
from the top of the hill to provide
attendees with many viewing
points. Tune your radio to 87.9
FM to hear synchronized music.
51st Annual Smithville Fiddler’s Jamboree and Crafts
Festival – Smithville
Join Downtown Smithville for
the 51st Annual Smithville Fiddlers’ Jamboree and Crafts Festival, July 1 - July 2. From 9 a.m.
until 10 p.m., enjoy bluegrass and
Appalachian style music, dance,
handmade crafts and food
booths.
West Tennessee
All-American Elvis-Inspired
Fireworks Extravaganza –
Memphis
Head to the King of Rock n’
Roll’s estate, Elvis Presley’s
Graceland, for an All-American
Elvis-Inspired Fireworks Extravaganza July 2-3. Attendees will
be able to enjoy all things Elvis,
BBQ and fireworks, including a
performance by the 2021 Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist contest
winner Pat Dunn.
West Tennessee Independence
Day Celebration– Hornbeak
Book a stay at Blue Bank Resort
to take part in the West Tennessee
Independence Day Celebration
July 1-4. Enjoy the beautiful
view of Reelfoot Lake while
Reelfoot Lakes Tourism fireworks show takes place over the
water. While in the area, visit
Discovery Park of America on
July 2 for a wide array of activities including a reenactment of
the Boston Tea Party, ringing of
the bells ceremony and the annual reading of the Declaration of
Independence.
Collierville’s
Independence
Day Celebration – Collierville
On July 2, head to West Tennessee for Collierville’s Independence Day Celebration for food
vendors, entertainment and fireworks show choreographed to an
18-minute musical salute by the
TN Mass Choir.
City of Milan Fireworks Show
& Live Music - Milan
Grab a blanket and lawn chairs
and head to Milan City Park on
July 1, 6-9:30 p.m., to enjoy live
music from local band, Mostly
Locust, food trucks and a fireworks show.
Festival of the Lakes – Lexington
Festival of the Lakes returns to
Beech Lake July 4 with Independence Day celebrations kicking off at 5 p.m. with music,
entertainment and a stunning
fireworks extravaganza.
2022 White Squirrel Festival –
Kenton
Start your July Fourth weekend
early in Kenton this year at the
White Squirrel Festival June 28July 4. Throughout the week,
participate in the 2022 White
Squirrel Festival Parade, Arts &
Crafts Market, the Car, Truck,
Bike and Tractor Show, fireworks
and much more.
To find more Fourth of July
events across the state, visit
www.tnvacation.com.
ABOUT TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
Tennessee is the home of the
blues, bluegrass, country, gospel,
soul, rockabilly and rock ‘n’
roll— delivering an unparalleled
experience of beauty, history and
family adventure, infused with
music that creates a vacation that
is the “Soundtrack of America.
Made in Tennessee.” Explore
more at tnvacation.com and join
other Tennessee travelers by following “TNVacation” on Facebook,
Twitter,
Pinterest,
Instagram and YouTube and
“Tennessee” on Snapchat.

Grizzlies acquire David Roddy
from sports page 1
ing 40.9% from the field and
36.1% from 3-point range in his
four-year NBA career with the
Phoenix Suns and Memphis
Grizzlies.

lected with the No. 46 overall
pick in the 2018 NBA Draft,
averaged 9.3 points, 3.8 rebounds
and 2.7 assists in 20.9 minutes in
three seasons with the Grizzlies.

The 24-year-old, who was se-

For more, visit Grizzlies.com.
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McDougal rounds out baseball coaching staff
from sports page 1
Julius as a member of our Tiger
family," Jackson said. "I have
followed the progression of his
career and have continued to be
impressed every step of the way.
He has a very good understanding of how to develop young
men both on and off the field, because it is literally in his blood.
He grew up in the game, as his
father is a Jackson State legend,
and Julius was selected twice in
the Major League Baseball

"I am honored and grateful
for the chance to work with
Coach Jackson and the University of Memphis," McDougal said. "I'm looking forward
to helping the program
achieve continued success in
the community, in the classroom and on the field."
Draft. He is one of the most underrated recruiters in our industry, and I have every confidence
that his hard work and dedication
will lead to great things for our
program."
"I am honored and grateful for

the chance to work with Coach
Jackson and the University of
Memphis," McDougal said. "I'm
looking forward to helping the
program achieve continued success in the community, in the
classroom and on the field."
Prior to Georgetown, McDougal spent the 2018-20 seasons at
Eastern Kentucky University as
the program's recruiting coordinator, infield coach and assistant
hitting coach after spending the
2017 season as the volunteer assistant coach.
In 2020, McDougal helped
Eastern Kentucky start the 2020
season with a 12-2 mark, including a Friday night win at No. 11
LSU, before the season was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A known recruiter,
McDougal helped put together

Perfect Game's No. 65 recruiting
class in the nation in 2020. EKU
had six of the top-28 freshmen in
the Ohio Valley Conference according to Perfect Game, which
was the most of any school in the
conference. Between 2018-19,
McDougal had three recruits selected in the MLB Draft.
In 2018 and 2019, EKU posted
consecutive 30-win seasons for
the first time since 1999-00. The
program's 16 conference wins in
2019 were the most since 2013,
and McDougal helped lead an offense that ranked in the top-25
nationally in walks, runs, home
runs and stolen bases. McDougal
helped the Colonels upset two
nationally-ranked teams in 2018
– No. 15 Virginia and No. 11
Vanderbilt – as well as advance
to the final three at the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament.
McDougal spent the 2016-17
seasons as the head coach at Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
He led Stillman to the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-

ence regular-season conference
championship in 2016, advancing to the finals of the conference
tournament as the No. 1 seed,
and he saw five players sign professional contracts. He served as
an assistant coach at Stillman
during the 2015 season and at
Kentucky State University in
2014.
McDougal played collegiately
at Claflin University in South
Carolina. In 2010, he was chosen
to the all-conference team after
hitting .416, which was ranked
53rd in the country. He was
named Claflin's Defensive Player
of the Year in 2011.
Season ticket deposits for the
2023 Memphis Tiger baseball
season . Fans interesting in supporting the program and earning
unique experiences can also join
the Diamond Club.
For complete information on
Memphis Tiger Baseball, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow the team's social media channels on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.

The NFL and IFAF wrap up Olympic Day with Flag
Football showcase in Africa ... from sports page 1
Olympic Committee's overarching message of “Together For A
Better World”. Olympic Day has
been held annually on 23 June
since 1948.
The Flag Football Day was one
of a range of sporting activities,
including a local talent identification camp and a fan event, during
NFL
Africa:
The
Touchdown, a week of festivities
designed to engage the growing
American Football fanbase and
attract new players and fans across the nation and wider region.
In particular, IFAF and the NFL
are promoting flag football – the
quicker, more inclusive, noncontact discipline of American
football to drive forward the
sport's international expansion
plans and accelerate global
growth.
Current NFL stars that took part
in the event and wider week of
activities included: Seattle Seahawks Uchenna Nwosu (Nigeria), Houston Texans Ogbonnia

Pierre Trochet, President of
IFAF, said: "The partnership
and integrated approach between the NFL and IFAF
have helped to deliver amazing American football events
in Ghana that showcase the
youth-focused flag football
discipline. "American football is growing globally and
we believe flag will power the
next phase of its development
in Africa and worldwide as a
fast-paced, inclusive, easy to
play and watch, format of the
sport.
Okoronkwo (Nigeria), Cleveland
Browns Jeremiah Owusu-Koramoah (Ghana), and Indianapolis
Colts Kwity Paye (Liberia). The
line-up also included NFL Legends
Mathias
Kiwanuka
(Uganda) and Osi Umenyiora
(Nigeria).
With more than 100 players of

African descent (born in Africa or
first generation born in the U.S.)
playing in the NFL, this week's
events highlighted the contributions of its African players and
introduced the sport to the next
generation of fans. These international events again reaffirmed
the growing popularity of flag
football and IFAF and the NFL's
shared commitment to develop
the discipline globally.
Pierre Trochet, President of
IFAF, said: "The partnership and
integrated approach between the
NFL and IFAF have helped to deliver amazing American football
events in Ghana that showcase
the youth-focused flag football
discipline. "American football is
growing globally and we believe
flag will power the next phase of
its development in Africa and
worldwide as a fast-paced, inclusive, easy to play and watch, format of the sport. "On the
occasion of Olympic Day, and
looking ahead to flag's debut at

The World Games next month,
we are committed to growing the
game around the world and engaging the next generation of
sports fans."
Damani Leech, NFL Chief Operating Officer of International,
said: "Flag football is the cornerstone of the NFL's youth participation strategy. As we continue
to invest in growing our youth
fan base in both our domestic
and international markets, flag
football will increasingly be a
focus of growth for the NFL.
What we have witnessed this
week in Africa gives us enormous confidence that American
football has huge potential
around the world. Our relationship with IFAF, particularly
through our flag development
programs, will be crucial in realizing that potential and introducing a new generation of players
and fans to the sport."
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