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Tigers welcome winning
addition to coaching staff
in Kabrina Merriweather
MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
Tiger head women’s basketball
coach Katrina Merriweather is
excited to announce the addition
of her sister, Kabrina Merriweather, to her staff as an assistant coach for the upcoming
2022-23 season.
A native of Indianapolis, Ind.,
Kabrina Merriweather comes to
Memphis after two years at the
University of New Mexico
where she was as an assistant
coach under Mike Bradbury this
past season after serving as the
team’s Director of Operations
during the 2020-21 season. Merriweather worked with the Lobos
post players where she helped
guide Shaiquel McGruder to the
Mountain West All-Conference
and All-Defensive teams and
Paula Reus to the Mountain West
All-Freshman team this past season.
“When I evaluated what we
needed, I didn’t have to look far.
Kabrina was a no-brainer because of her character and passion for positively impacting
young people,” said Katrina
Merriweather. “She is loyal,
committed, compassionate and
will build relationships with our
young women, university and
community quickly. She is a
sponge with the brightest personality and will be great for our
chemistry as she is already familiar with our staff.”
The Lobos staged a historic run
in 2021-22; after finishing the
regular season 23-8 and 14-4 in
Mountain West play, they would
advance all the way to the conference tournament semi-finals
before being selected to play in
the Women’s National Invitational Tournament (WNIT) for
the second consecutive season.
New Mexico would go on to defeat Grand Canyon and San
Diego before falling in the third
round of the tournament to Oregon State.
New Mexico proved to be one
of the most dangerous teams during the 2020-21 season. The
Lobos went 15-5 overall and 113 in Mountain West play to claim
the regular season title. They
would advance to the conference
semi-finals before earning an

automatic bid to the WNIT. That
year, they ranked in the top-10 in
the country in scoring offense,
assist-turnover ratio and threepoint field goals made per game.
“I am so very blessed and humbled to be joining the staff at the
University of Memphis. It has always been a dream to work for
one of the best head coaches in
the business and her amazing
staff that helps create a culture of
respect, growth and winning, of
course. I cannot wait to get
started on this next chapter of my
journey,” said Kabrina Merriweather.
Prior to her stint at New Mexico,
Merriweather spent a season as a
coach with the Indianapolis Bandits, a semi-professional basketball team. Preceding her stint
with the Bandits, Merriweather
as a was a teacher and basketball
coach at alma mater, Tindley
High School, in Indianapolis,
Ind. for four years. She also
spent eight years with The
Family Inc., an AAU powerhouse, in various capacities, including serving as a coach.
A former forward for Florida
A&M and Georgia Southwestern
State from 2011-15, Merriweather earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology with a minor
in education in 2015. Despite a
college career stunted by injury,
Merriweather spent three years
as a member of the Student-Athlete
Advisory
Committee
(SAAC).
Merriweather had a highly decorated prep career, finishing her
four years at Tindley High
School with 1,500 points and
1,000 rebounds.
“I know firsthand that we will
benefit from Kabrina’s time
working with Mike [Bradbury]
and his tremendous staff at New
Mexico. The bonus is that we
learned the game from a player’s
coach whose strength is player
development, specifically, in the
post,” said Katrina Merriweather.
For complete information on
Memphis Tigers Basketball, visit
www.GoTigersGo.com and follow the team's social media
channels on Twitter, Instagram
and Facebook.

World Games flag football
in Alabama ... from sports 1
“We are thrilled to have flag
football join the official sports
program at The World Games for
the first time,” said Pierre Trochet, President of IFAF. “This is
a milestone in the sport’s development and a fantastic opportunity to showcase flag as a truly
world-class, international sport.
“We believe flag football - our
fast paced, exciting, and inclusive format - is perfectly suited to
this multi-sport platform. Our
highly skilled men’s and
women’s athletes will undoubtedly deliver a truly historic
moment in Birmingham next
month, one that ignites and inspires the next generation of
players and fans, and we are delighted to work together with The
World Games and NFL to make
it happen.”
The World Games 2022 Birmingham will take place from July
7-17. The Flag Football compe-

tition kicks off with preliminary
matches July 10-11 and playoffs
starting July 12. The tournament
concludes with the finals on July
14, when the first-ever flag football medals of The World Games
will be awarded. NFL Network
will broadcast an enhanced package of the men’s and women’s
gold medal games on July 21
with Rhett Lewis and NFL Legends Michael Robinson and
Maurice Jones-Drew on the call.
Bobby Taylor and Tony Richardson will be on site for the flag
football competitions as honorary Legends Captains.
For more information about The
World Games 2022’s flag football
competition,
visit
https://twg2022.com/flag-football/. Tickets for can be purchased online for flag football,
and all other events, at
https://am.ticketmaster.com/twg2
022/.

Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame

partners with Nashville
Sounds ... from sports page 1
sports across the state, are some
of the newest additions to the
Hall, and new items are being
added regularly.
The Nashville Sounds will host
36 home games at First Horizon
Park from July through the end
of September. Information about
the Nashville Sounds can be
found online at www.NashvilleSounds.com
For more information, visit
www.tshf.net.

Established in 1966, the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame enshrines and honors athletes,
teams, coaches, sports writers
and sports administrators who
have made an impact on the history of Tennessee sports. The
Hall serves as a platform to connect athletes, coaches, sports
fans, and supporters by acknowledging life achievements implemented through sports. The Hall
celebrates athletes of all forms,
from all across the state.
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Wreaths Across America will recognize local
volunteers throughout July from sports page 2
...

over the last 14 years and has
helped support local charitable
efforts that include helping living
veterans, combating homelessness, and feeding those in need.
In Tennessee last year, the following
local
Sponsorship
Groups ranked at the top in the
state for their efforts to raise
funds for local philanthropic efforts while raising wreath sponsorships for local service
members laid to rest in their
communities.
1.Rolling Thunder Chapter 4 TN
in Mountain Home
2.Tri-Cities Military Affairs
Council in Mountain Home
3.Defenders of Freedom and
Liberty in Shelbyville
4.Vietnam Veterans of America
Captain Bill Robinson Chapter
1078 - Knoxville John Sevier in
Knoxville
5.Oak Ridge High School
NJROTC in Oak Ridge
6.Rocky Top Bourbon Charity in
Knoxville
7.Optimist Club of Knoxville in
Knoxville
8.Kingsport Composite Squadron CAP SER-TN-004 in Mountain Home
9.Veterans Heritage Site Foundation, Inc. in Gatlinburg

10.Military Order of the Purple
Heart Chapter 356 in Knoxville
“I have long said it would be disingenuous for us as an organization whose mission is to
Remember the fallen, Honor
those that serve and their families, and Teach the next generation the value of freedom, if we
do not support other like-minded
programs doing just that in their
communities,” said WAA Executive Director Karen Worcester. “Our Group Sponsorship
Program is a year-round effort,
but through Giving in July we
hope to remind people that veterans and our current military
service protect us 365 days a year
and it is never too early to make
a difference in your own community.”
Wreaths Across America is the
non-profit organization best

known for placing wreaths on
veterans’ headstones at Arlington
National Cemetery. However, in
2022, the organization placed
more than 2.4 million sponsored
veterans’ wreaths at 3,100 participating locations nationwide.
Throughout the calendar year,
you can tune in to Wreaths Across America Radio, 24/7, to
learn more about the mission and
those who support it across the
country, as well as the hundreds
of local charitable efforts nationwide that are funded through
wreath sponsorships.
The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by
coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and other
locations in all 50 states and beyond. This year, on Wreaths Across America Day, December
17th, 2022 more than 3,100 cemeteries will participate in National Wreaths Across America
Day, including these locations in
(state) (top five cemetery locations).
Since being formalized as a 501
(c)3 in 2007, WAA has partnered
with hundreds of local charities,

community programs, and civic
groups throughout the country to
remember and honor our nation’s
veterans and active-duty military
throughout the year. Giving in
July celebrates these local “give
back” efforts and highlights the
opportunity to ‘do good twice’
through the sponsorship of veterans’ wreaths.
You can help a deserving group
in your area by sponsoring a veteran’s wreath. Each $15 sponsorship goes toward a live, balsam
wreath that will be placed on the
headstone of an American hero
as we endeavor to honor all veterans laid to rest at noon on Saturday, December 17, 2022, as
part of National Wreaths Across
America Day. To sponsor a
wreath, go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org and sponsor a
wreath today or to find a local
participating cemetery near you.
Wreaths Across America is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded to continue and expand
the annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National
Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester For
more information or to sponsor a
wreath please visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

Coach Penny Hardaway adds veteran Emmanuel Akot
to Memphis 2022-23 program ... from sports page 1
athleticism to get his shot off
from all three levels of the floor,
while also being able to post up
smaller defenders. Defensively,
he will bring incredible value
with his ability to guard multiple
positions and rebound at a high
level. He has a winning background and helped Boise State to
its winningest season in program
history this past year. We are excited to introduce him to Tiger
Nation.”
Akot played the 2020-21 and
2021-22 seasons at Boise State,
where he appeared in 54 games,
with 39 starts, on two Bronco
postseason teams. He averaged
10.0 points, 3.3 rebounds and 1.9
assists per game at Boise State,
and he was an All-Mountain
West Conference honorable
mention selection in 2022 after
averaging 10.6 points per game
and shooting 38.7 percent from

“Emmanuel is a tremendous
addition to our team and exactly the type of player we aspire to bring into our
program,” Hardaway said.
“He is the definition of a twoway player and the ultimate
competitor who impacts winning...”
3-point range (55-142). The
Broncos won the Mountain West
regular season and tournament titles a season ago.
Prior to Boise State, the Winnipeg, Manitoba, native began his
collegiate career at Arizona in
2017-18 and 2018-19. He appeared in 48 games for the Wildcats and was part of Arizona’s
2018 Pac-12 Tournament championship team. After deciding to
transfer from Arizona, Akot redshirted the 2019-20 season due to
NCAA transfer rules.

In his 102 career games prior to
Memphis, Akot is shooting 36.1
percent from behind the arc (99274).
In high school, Akot was rated a
five-star recruit and the No. 24
overall recruit in the country. He
represented his home nation of
Canada in the FIBA U17 World
Championships in the summer of
2016, averaging 9.9 points and
2.9 rebounds per game. He averaged 17 points, seven rebounds
and two assists per game as a
senior at Wasatch Academy
(Utah) and helped guide his team
to a 21-win season and an appearance in the Dick's Sporting
Goods National Tournament in
New York City.
The Tigers finished the 2021-22
season with a 22-11 record and
the program’s first NCAA Tournament appearance since 2014.
In four seasons at the helm, Har-

daway has amassed an 85-43
record, four-straight 20-win seasons and the 2021 National Invitation Tournament championship
in addition to the 2022 NCAA
Tournament appearance.
Hardaway’s 85 wins are secondmost among 14 first-time NCAA
Division I head coaches hired
prior to the 2018-19 season and
tied for third-most among Tiger
head coaches in their first four
seasons. In his tenure, Hardaway
has mentored three first-round
NBA Draft picks and four overall, three AAC Freshmen of the
Year, five all-conference selections and five all-freshman honorees.
For complete information on
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basketball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com
and follow the team's social media
channels on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.
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