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The NFL and IFAF form
‘Vision28’ for Olympics
from sports page 1
ball at these Games, which have
seen 8 women's and 8 men's
teams representing 10 countries
from across 3 continents light up
the iconic Legion Field stadium
in a series of electrifying
contests.
As Co-Chairs of the Vision28
group, Trochet and Vincent will
spearhead efforts to build on
flag's World Games success with
an eye on inclusion as an additional sport at the Olympic
Games LA28. The double appointment underscores the true
partnership between IFAF and
the NFL – and the strength of
both organizations' commitment
to deliver flag's Olympic dream.
The Vision28 group will bring
together key executives and ambassadors from IFAF, the NFL
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and the wider American football
community, with a mission to
showcase everything flag football can offer to LA28 and the
Olympic movement, long-term.
Flag football is a short, non-contact format of American football,
which is the United States' most
popular sport. Flag is played by
teams of five and prioritizes
speed, creativity and athleticism
– qualities that align with modern
sports consumption habits and
are popular with Gen Z audiences. It is also adaptable to a
wide range of venues – stadiums,
indoor arenas and temporary
urban sports parks – making it a
flexible and low-cost proposition
for multi-sport event organizers.
Flag football is a cornerstone of
the NFL's participation and development strategy and a growing focus for the organization.
Internationally, it is one of the
fastest-growing sports, already
played by men and women
through IFAF programs in more
than 100 countries. The game has
great scope for further growth
thanks to its highly accessible
and inclusive qualities, notably as
a platform for female participation in American football.
Pierre Trochet, President of IFAF,
said:

"It's an honor to work alongside
Troy to realize our shared ambition of flag football in the
Olympic Games. This joint leadership sends a clear message
about the strength of our shared
belief in everything flag football
can bring to the Olympic Games
and the Olympic movement.
"Flag is one of the world's fastest-growing sports for a reason.
It's fast, it's creative, it's skillful,
it's fun. It's America's sport with
a Californian spirit. Flag will be
a statement pick for LA28, embodying the vision of new-era
Games at the nexus of sports and
entertainment. We have seen a
glimpse of all that potential here
at the World Games."
Troy Vincent, Executive Vice
President of Football Operations
of the NFL, said:
"We see flag football as an allinclusive sport, which makes it a
great vehicle to spread the values
of American football around the
world.
"As co-chair of the Vision28
mission, the NFL is committed to
place critical assets such as technological, broadcast, commercial, sports science, youth
engagement, fan engagement at
the service of the Olympic movement and our shared global goal
of football for all."
Diana Flores, IFAF Athlete Ambassador, member of the Mexican women's national team, said:
"As an athlete it is my dream to
see flag football in the Olympic
Games - to see the game that I
love represented on sport's greatest stage. It would truly be the
highlight of my life to represent
my country at Los Angeles 2028.
"Flag football is special - it's
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fast, creative and exciting - but
most importantly it is for everyone; men and women; young and
old; tall or short. On the field we
are all equal. When I play, I feel
free and empowered. In 2028, I
hope the whole world will share
our love for this sport."

Watch Olympians at the Ed
Murphey Classic at UofM on
July 29-30 ... from sports page 1
the mid-50s. To honor his legacy,
the Ed Murphey Award has been
given annually since 1965 to the
top male track and field athlete at
the University of Tennessee. For

“My father would be incredibly proud of this event
named in his honor. He spent
many years of his life promoting track athletes at the University of Tennessee and now
we can build on that and help
spotlight the sport of track
and field throughout the
United States and around the
world...”
more on Ed’s career and accomplishments, visit www.edmurpheyclassic.com
“My father would be incredibly
proud of this event named in his
honor. He spent many years of
his life promoting track athletes
at the University of Tennessee
and now we can build on that and
help spotlight the sport of track
and field throughout the United
States and around the world. He
would also find gratifying the
youth component of this event

and the opportunity for our kids
to rub shoulders with Olympians
and learn from them how to be
successful in life and how TO
STAY ON THE RIGHT
TRACK.”
– Eddie Murphey Jr, President of
the Ed Murphey Classic
“We couldn’t be more excited
about our partnership with the Ed
Murphey Classic. This meet has
everything we look for in a partner. A great organization team
with progressive views on the
sport always with a focus on development and integration with
the community. With the move to
the University of Memphis’
world class facility, I couldn’t
dream of a better cap to our season.”
– Paul Doyle, founder of the
PUMA American Track League
For more information about the
event including a full event
schedule and tickets, previous
winners, and other details. please
visit the website at www.edmurpheyclassic.com.
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When a young Black woman is a good role
model, she gets no notice ... from sports page 1

Sydney McLaughlin is shown here with her husband, Andre Levrone, Jr., a former NFL player. The two were married
in May of 2022. (Photo/Courtesy: Sydney McLaughlin).
community.
She doesn’t appear to have any
tattoos, no piercings, has her own
hair, and can speak the King’s
English. A PR executive’s dream
come true.
What I find amazing is that I
could take Sydney to the “hood”
in any town in the U.S. or to
“high society” in New York or
Paris and she would be comfortable in either environment, and
everything in between.
This is a direct result of her upbringing by her parents. They
need be recognized for this great
gift they have given to their children.
Oh, and did I tell you that
McLaughlin is also one of the
most beautiful women I have
ever seen! Again, a PR dream
come true.
She makes it easy to forget how
beautiful she looks because her
behavior shows how beautiful
she is.
By now, McLaughlin should be
a household name. She should
be all over TV, radio, newspaper,
and social media with corporate
endorsements.
She holds the world record in the
400-meter hurdles, setting the
world record last month at the
World Championships in Oregon
by running an amazing 51.42s.
Last month’s 51.42s in Oregon,

But that is not the case, because she is a Christian and
doesn’t fit Hip-Hop’s ghettoization of the Black female
image that appeals to corporate America. I can most assuredly guarantee you that if
she came out tomorrow
morning and said she was homosexual, had tattoos all
over her body, and wore less
than lady-like clothing in
public she would have well
over $ 50 million dollars in
endorsement deals already in
the bank.
broke her own world record from
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in the
400-meter hurdles. She ran a
stunning 51.46s, winning a gold
medal.
McLaughlin was also the first
woman to ever run under 52 seconds in the 400-meter hurdles.
She ran an astonishing 51.90s at
the USA Olympic trials in 2020.
With all these accomplishments
under her belt and after her world
record setting race last month in
Oregon, you know what she did?
Absolutely nothing. That’s right
NOTHING!!!!!
She did all of her mandatory
media interviews and went back
to her hotel.
Sha’Carri Richardson, are you

listening? Can you hear me
now?
Sydney has over a million followers on her Instagram, she is
following 449 people, and only
posted a mere fifty-two times
since her account was set up.
She just broke and set the world
record and acted like she had
been there before. In a world of
social media, where everything is
about me, me, ME; do you understand how much humility and
maturity McLaughlin is showing
for a twenty-two-year-old?
Now juxtapose McLaughlin’s
Instagram page with Richardson’s Instagram page. Richardson has more than twice as many
followers, but everything on her
page says “look at me.”
Whereas everything on
McLaughlin’s page says “look at
God!”
Richardson is trying to make a
living and McLaughlin is trying
to make a life and a wife.
Which was probably part of her
calculation in getting married at
the ripe old age of twenty-two.
Her husband Andre Levrone,
Jr.,a former NFL player, seems
like the perfect fit for her. They
both are devout Christians and
seem to practice what they
preach.
He played wide-receiver for
three years in the NFL. Now he

works in corporate America.
They both come from God fearing Christian families who instilled in them great morals and
values.
With McLaughlin’s success on
the track and her character off the
track, you would think she would
be having endorsement deals
raining down on her.
But that is not the case, because
she is a Christian and doesn’t fit
Hip-Hop’s ghettoization of the
Black female image that appeals
to corporate America. I can most
assuredly guarantee you that if
she came out tomorrow morning
and said she was homosexual,
had tattoos all over her body, and
wore less than lady-like clothing

Unfortunately,
corporate
America doesn’t seem to
value women like McLaughlin, especially if they are
Black. Ask fellow Olympian,
Allyson Felix.
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Don’t believe me about corpo-
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