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Phillips and Kelly join Tiger NFL announces findings following investigation of
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Penny Hardaway
back state tournament appearances, finishing as the state
runner-up and a quarterfinalist. In
2017, Phillips’ team defeated nationally-ranked Huntington Prep
in the ARC Hoopfest Classic, and
a year later in 2018, defeated
Chicago’s Whitney Young. Phillips compiled a 91-30 record as
the head coach of Whitehaven.
Prior to his stint with Whitehaven, Phillips spent four years
at Mitchell, leading the Tigers to
four-straight state tournaments
and back-to-back state championships in 2014 and 2015. Mitchell had only won seven games
over a two-year span prior Phillips’ arrival. Phillips compiled a
108-29 record over a four-year
span, while also winning four
consecutive sectional championships, four-straight regional
championships,
and
three
city/county championships.
In 2019, Phillips joined Stack-

Prior to his stint with Whitehaven, Phillips spent four
years at Mitchell, leading the
Tigers to four-straight state
tournaments and back-toback state championships in
2014 and 2015. Mitchell had
only won seven games over a
two-year span prior Phillips’
arrival. Phillips compiled a
108-29 record over a fouryear span, while also winning
four consecutive sectional
championships, four-straight
regional championships, and
three city/county championships.
house's Vanderbilt staff as an assistant coach. From 2019-21,
Phillips worked extensively in
skill development, scouting, practice planning, player development, recruiting and academic
development. He helped develop
2020 NBA Draft selections Aaron
Nesmith and Saben Lee, who
went 14th overall to the Boston
Celtics and 37th overall to the
Detroit Pistons, respectively. In
2021, Scotty Pippen, Jr. earned
first-team All-SEC accolades as
he set the school scoring record
for a sophomore and finished as
the SEC scoring leader at 20.8
points per game. Pippen was also
second in the SEC in assists and
steals and matched or increased
his career-high point total six different times.
Phillips worked with Memphisbased AAU Circuit Programs
Team Thad and Bluff City Legends (formerly Team Penny). In
2013-14, he coached with the
Team Thad organization which
featured notable players Terrence
Davis, LaGerald Vick and Jeremiah Martin, who also played for
Phillips while at Mitchell. In
2016-17, Phillips coached Team
Penny and notable players including James Wiseman, DJ Jeffries,
Alex Lomax and Chandler Lawson.

Phillips played collegiately at
Mississippi Valley State from
1995-99, leading the team to the
1996 NCAA Tournament where
they faced the Allen Iverson-led
Georgetown Hoyas. A SWAC
first-team all-conference performer, Phillips averaged 12.6
points in his four-year career and
20.9 points as a senior.
Kelly arrives in Memphis with a
diverse background across all
levels of basketball. Since 2016,
he has worked with the NBA Assistant Coaches Program, which
is designed to prepare former
NBA and WNBA players for a
transition into coaching and
teaching. In 2022, Kelly also was
the Technical Director for NBA

Previously, Kelly spent time
as the Director of Basketball
Operations at Siena (201315) and Radford (2011-13),
was a head coach and General Manager in the Canadian Basketball League from
2015-18, served as head
coach at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School in Rabun Gap,
Ga., from 2019-22 and was
an assistant coach at Catholic
University in Washington,
D.C., in 2010-11.
Basketball School Italy, where
he was responsible for running
basketball camps throughout
Italy and directed over 250
players and 35 staff members.
Previously, Kelly spent time as
the Director of Basketball Operations at Siena (2013-15) and
Radford (2011-13), was a head
coach and General Manager in
the Canadian Basketball League
from 2015-18, served as head
coach at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee
School in Rabun Gap, Ga., from
2019-22 and was an assistant
coach at Catholic University in
Washington, D.C., in 2010-11.
Kelly earned his bachelor’s degree in Communications and
Public Relations from Loyola
(Md.) University in 2010, where
he also played on the basketball
team. He was an invited walk-on
for three seasons before earning
a scholarship for his senior season.
“We are excited to add a person
like Garrett to our program,”
Hardaway said. “He has seen the
game at the highest levels, and
he will bring that experience and
knowledge every day when helping us run our program.”
The Tigers finished the 2021-22
season with a 22-11 record and
the program’s first NCAA Tournament appearance since 2014.
In four seasons at the helm, Hardaway has amassed an 85-43
record, four-straight 20-win seasons and the 2021 National Invitation Tournament championship
in addition to the 2022 NCAA
Tournament appearance.
Hardaway’s 85 wins are secondmost among 14 first-time NCAA
Division I head coaches hired
prior to the 2018-19 season and
tied for third-most among Tiger
head coaches in their first four
seasons. In his tenure, Hardaway
has mentored three first-round
NBA Draft picks and four overall, three AAC Freshmen of the
Year, five all-conference selections and five all-freshman honorees.
For complete information on
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basketball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com
and follow the team's social
media channels on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.

Grizzlies partner with Caesars
Sportsbook ... from sports page 1
senting entitlement to the Caesars Sportsbook Lounge within
FedExForum as well as leverage
the Grizzlies’ digital footprint,
including social media, web and
mobile applications.
The Caesars Sportsbook and
Grizzlies partnership will build
on the digital footprint created
by both brands and will be anchored to some of the most popular digital and broadcast
programs offered by the
Grizzlies and Grind City Media,
an on-demand media platform
and digital content studio. Caesars Sportsbook will become the
presenting partner for several

GCM shows, including the Chris
Vernon Show, a daily sports and
entertainment show hosted by
Grind City Media’s Chris Vernon. In addition, Caesars will become with presenting partner for
the Odds Couple, a sports betting
show breaking down the best
matchups in college football,
NFL, college basketball and
more including betting lines, favorites and guest interviews
hosted by Grind City Media’s
Rob Fischer and Lang Whitaker
along with Jon Roser & CJ Hurt.
Caesars Sportsbook is also set to
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policy violations by Miami Dolphins
other clubs; and (2) whether, during the 2019 season, the Dolphins intentionally lost games to
improve the club's draft position
in the 2020 draft, and whether
Dolphins' Chairman and Managing General Partner Mr. Stephen
Ross offered Head Coach Brian
Flores financial incentives or
otherwise encouraged him to lose
games. The Commissioner
thanked the Dolphins for the cooperation provided by the club
and its leadership.
Tampering
The investigation conclusively
established violations of the AntiTampering Policy on three separate occasions:
The Dolphins had impermissible
communications with quarterback Tom Brady in 2019-20,
while he was under contract to
the New England Patriots. Those
communications began as early
as August 2019 and continued
throughout the 2019 season and
post-season. These numerous and
detailed discussions were conducted by Mr. Beal, who in turn
kept Mr. Ross and other Dolphins
executives informed of his discussions with Mr. Brady.
The Dolphins again had impermissible communications with
both Mr. Brady and his agent
during and after the 2021 season,
while he was under contract to
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
Those discussions began no later
than early December 2021 and
focused on Mr. Brady becoming
a limited partner in the Dolphins
and possibly serving as a football
executive, although at times they
also included the possibility of
his playing for the Dolphins.
Both Messrs. Ross and Beal were
active participants in these discussions.
In January 2022, the Dolphins
had impermissible communications with Don Yee, the agent for
New Orleans Saints' head coach
Sean Payton, about having Mr.
Payton serve as Miami's head
coach. Miami did not seek consent from New Orleans to have
these discussions, which oc-

curred before Coach Payton announced his decision to retire as
head coach of the Saints. Following that announcement, Miami
requested permission to speak to
Coach Payton for the first time,
which New Orleans declined to

The Dolphins did not intentionally lose games during
the 2019 season. Nor did
anyone at the club, including
Mr. Ross, instruct Coach
Flores to do so. No witness
contended otherwise. The
Dolphins competed hard to
win every game, including at
the end of the season when
they beat Cincinnati and New
England, despite worsening
Miami's position in the 2020
draft.
grant.
"The investigators found tampering violations of unprecedented scope and severity,"
Commissioner Goodell said. "I
know of no prior instance of a
team violating the prohibition on
tampering with both a head
coach and star player, to the potential detriment of multiple
other clubs, over a period of several years. Similarly, I know of
no prior instance in which ownership was so directly involved
in the violations."
"Tanking" to Improve Draft Position
The investigation also addressed
whether the Dolphins intentionally lost games during the
2019 season to improve the
club's draft position in the 2020
draft and whether Mr. Ross offered financial incentives or
otherwise encouraged the head
coach to do so.
The investigation conclusively
established the following:
The Dolphins did not intentionally lose games during the
2019 season. Nor did anyone at
the club, including Mr. Ross, instruct Coach Flores to do so. No
witness contended otherwise.
The Dolphins competed hard to

win every game, including at the
end of the season when they beat
Cincinnati and New England, despite worsening Miami's position
in the 2020 draft.
On a number of occasions during
the 2019 season, Mr. Ross expressed his belief that the Dolphins' position in the upcoming
2020 draft should take priority
over the team's win-loss record.
These comments were made
most frequently to Team President and CEO Tom Garfinkel,
but were also made to General
Manager Chris Grier, Senior Vice
President Brandon Shore and
Coach Flores. These comments,
which he took to be suggestions
that he lose games, troubled
Coach Flores and led him to express his concerns in writing to
senior club executives, each of
whom assured Coach Flores that
everyone, including Mr. Ross,
supported him in building a winning culture in Miami. After this,
Mr. Ross no longer made any
such comments to Coach Flores.
One such comment is a claimed
offer by Mr. Ross to pay Coach
Flores $100,000 to lose games, as
to which there are differing recollections about the wording,
timing, and context. However
phrased, such a comment was not
intended or taken to be a serious
offer, nor was the subject pursued
in any respect by Mr. Ross or

One such comment is a
claimed offer by Mr. Ross to
pay Coach Flores $100,000
to lose games, as to which
there are differing recollections about the wording, timing, and context. However
phrased, such a comment was
not intended or taken to be a
serious offer, nor was the subject pursued in any respect by
Mr. Ross or anyone else at the
club.
anyone else at the club.
"Every club is expected to make
a good faith effort to win every
game," Commissioner Goodell
stated. "The integrity of the
game, and public confidence in

professional football, demand no
less. An owner or senior executive must understand the
weight that his or her words
carry, and the risk that a comment will be taken seriously and
acted upon, even if that is not the
intent or expectation. Even if
made in jest and not intended to
be taken seriously, comments
suggesting that draft position is
more important than winning can
be misunderstood and carry with
them an unnecessary potential
risk to the integrity of the game.
The comments made by Mr.
Ross did not affect Coach Flores'
commitment to win and the Dolphins competed to win every
game. Coach Flores is to be commended for not allowing any
comment about the relative importance of draft position to affect his commitment to win
throughout the season."
Based on the findings and conclusions, the following discipline
will be imposed:
The Dolphins will forfeit the
club's first-round selection in the
2023 NFL draft and third-round
selection in the 2024 NFL Draft.
Mr. Ross is suspended through
October 17, 2022. During this
period, he may not be present at
the Dolphins' facility and may
not represent the club at any
team or NFL event. He may not
attend any League meeting prior
to the Annual Meeting in 2023, is
removed from all League committees indefinitely, and fined
$1.5 million.
Mr. Bruce Beal, Dolphins' Vice
Chairman/Limited Partner, may
not attend any League meeting
for the remainder of the 2022
season and is fined $500,000.
This discipline is informed by
the Competition Committee's
clear guidance that more stringent discipline, including suspensions, should be imposed for
tampering violations to deter future violations and to safeguard
the integrity of the game.

Animal Wellness Action accuses U.S. House once
again kicking can down road on PAST and SAFE
Acts ... from sports page 2
legislation continue to face fierce
opposition in the House and Senate as written and will require
changes to the text through the
legislative process if they are
ever to become law.”
During the House Subcommittee
markup on the SAFE Act in June,
U.S. Rep. Kelly Armstrong, RN.D., expressed concerns with
language regarding the legislation’s burden of proof as it relates
to shipping horses over federal
lines for the purposes of slaughter and attempted an amendment
to address the issue that was later
withdrawn.
In addition, the majority of both
the Tennessee and Kentucky
Congressional Delegations have
long opposed the old PAST Act
as written as well as a total of 96
Republicans who voted against
the measure in the U.S. House in
2019.
Former Rep. Ed Whitfield, RKy., the original author and sponsor of the PAST Act who first
introduced the bill in 2012, submitted a letter during the June
Subcommittee markup noting
that compromise is almost certainly going to be required to
pass the measure in the Senate.
Background:
The PAST Act, H.R. 5441/S.
2295, introduced in the 117th
Congress by U.S. Sens. Mike

PAST would eliminate the use
of large, stacked shoes and
ankle chains that are placed
on horses’ feet to exacerbate
pain in the showring and produce the Big Lick; revamp the
USDA’s inspection program,
and provide felony-level penalties to give teeth to the HPA.
Crapo, R-Ida., and Mark Warner,
D-Va., and Reps. Steve Cohen,
D-Tenn., Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.,
Brian Fitzpatrick, R-Pa., Schakowsky, and Kurt Schrader,
DVM, D-Ore., the only veterinarian in Congress, passed the

House by a vote of 333 to 96 in
2019. It was renamed in 2019 the
U.S. Senator Joseph D. Tydings
Memorial PAST Act at the
request of the Tydings family to
honor the late senator, who
passed away in late 2018. The
bill did not see any action in the
Senate because of steadfast opposition from the Senate delegations from Kentucky and
Tennessee.
PAST would eliminate the use of
large, stacked shoes and ankle
chains that are placed on horses’
feet to exacerbate pain in the
showring and produce the Big
Lick; revamp the USDA’s in-

spection program, and provide
felony-level penalties to give
teeth to the HPA.
Following PAST’s passage in the
House in 2019 and knowing of
continued intransigence in the
Senate among key actors there,
Animal Wellness Action leaders
worked with the industry for 19
months on revisions to the bill
that would bring support from
the top organizations in the Tennessee Walking Horse breed and
from senators from Tennessee
and Kentucky, who have long
opposed the measure.
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