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Gov. Lee heads grand opening of Memphis Tigers top Tulsa, 67-64 and
lodge at Fall Creek Falls Park will take on Cincinnati on January 9
SPENCER – Gov. Bill Lee on
January 4 led the grand opening
of the highly anticipated Lodge
at Fall Creek Falls, a $40.4 million, 85-room hotel with conference space and a full-service
restaurant and lounge at Fall
Creek Falls State Park.
“This new lodge is an outstanding attraction at a premier state
park,” Lee said. “It’s an example
of why Tennessee has one of the
best state parks systems in America. We are eager to welcome the
many visitors who will stay at the
lodge and continue to make Fall
Creek Falls State Park a yearround destination.”
A limited number of rooms are
currently available for reservations. The restaurant is open with
limited hours and limited menu.
“We are eager for Tennesseans
to stay at this lodge in one of our
most popular state parks,” Commissioner David Salyers of the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation said.
“We are grateful to Governor Lee
and the Tennessee General Assembly for their leadership and
commitment to making Tennessee State Parks such a great attraction year after year.”
“Our goal was to provide a space
where visitors could seamlessly
transition from the beautiful outdoor scenery of the state park to
modern and relaxing accommodations,” said Department of
General Services Deputy Commissioner John Hull. “We hope
Tennesseans and visitors from all
over the country will enjoy this
state-of-the-art facility for years
to come.”

“Fall Creek Falls is one of
the true treasures of Tennessee's state park system,” said
Lt. Gov. Randy McNally, ROak Ridge. “This new facility
will highlight the beauty of
our state while attracting jobs
and tourism dollars to the region. I appreciate all the work
that has gone into making this
day a reality, especially State
Senators (Janice) Bowling
and (Paul) Bailey whose advocacy was critical to bringing this project to fruition."
“Fall Creek Falls is one of the
true treasures of Tennessee's state
park system,” said Lt. Gov.
Randy McNally, R-Oak Ridge.
“This new facility will highlight
the beauty of our state while attracting jobs and tourism dollars
to the region. I appreciate all the
work that has gone into making
this day a reality, especially State
Senators (Janice) Bowling and
(Paul) Bailey whose advocacy
was critical to bringing this project to fruition."
“This is a great day for the City
of Spencer, Van Buren County,
our residents, and the millions
who visit Fall Creek Falls State
Park annually,“ said House
Speaker Cameron Sexton, RCrossville. “This new lodge will

“This new lodge is an outstanding attraction at a premier state park,” Lee said.
“It’s an example of why Tennessee has one of the best
state parks systems in America. We are eager to welcome
the many visitors who will
stay at the lodge and continue
to make Fall Creek Falls
State Park a year-round destination.”
solidify the park as a premier vacation destination and extend the
length of stay for those visiting
by making Fall Creek Falls a
weeklong destination. The lodge
will also be a huge economic
boom for our surrounding areas
and a facility that would make
our ancestors incredibly proud!”
“I am grateful that the longawaited ribbon cutting for the
new Fall Creek Falls lodge is
now here!” said Deputy Speaker
of the Senate Janice Bowling, RTullahoma. “My prayer is this
new facility will become a meeting destination for families,
clubs, church groups, weddings
and reunions of all kinds. The
beautiful setting in Van Buren
County is the perfect backdrop
for memories to last a lifetime. I
am honored to serve Van Buren
County in Senate District 16.”
“Fall Creek Falls is a very
unique place that has attracted
visitors from all over the world,”
Sen. Paul Bailey, R-Sparta, said.
“For many Tennesseans, it is a
place where many fond memories were made by families who
have visited the park for decades.
This new lodge is poised to welcome visitors with wonderful accommodations, amazing views,
first-class outdoor activities and
the warm Southern hospitality
for which Tennessee is well
known as new generations enjoy
our beautiful Tennessee treasure.”
“Parks bring people together
and serve as a reflection of the
quality of life in our communities, Rep. Ron Travis, RDayton, said. “These renovations
have made Fall Creek Falls State
Park a truly spectacular destination that will connect visitors to
the natural world and foster a
love of the outdoors for generations to come.”
The lodge is built to be an ideal
destination for individuals, families, groups and conferences
looking for escapes in a natural
setting. The guest rooms overlook Fall Creek Falls Lake and
have a variety of sizes. All rooms
feature balconies with views of
the lake. The restaurant has indoor and outdoor lakeside dining
with a total dining capacity of
174 people. The ballroom can be
divided into two spaces and
holds up to 256 people. Conference and meeting spaces are
available inside the lodge and at
several locations throughout the
park.

Tennessee lawmakers give
first responders a choice
from sports page 3
ees as part of the University of
Tennessee Institute for Public
Service, says that most cities in
Tennessee have moved away
from residency requirements due
to difficulties in recruiting. In ad-

dition to increasing public safety,
this measure will also save taxpayer dollars in approximately
$25 million per year on overtime
pay for officers.

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual
Black History Month Edition,
coming in February 2022.

The park last year opened a $2.7
million, 4,800 sq.-ft. visitors
center as part of the $184 million
in investment in capital projects
in state parks across Tennessee
made possible by the legislature.
Fall Creek Falls State Park is one
of Tennessee’s largest and most
visited state parks with its towering waterfalls and spectacular
overlooks. The park, one hour
from Chattanooga and less than
two hours from Nashville and
Knoxville, encompasses more
than 29,800 acres on the Cumberland Plateau. It features 30 cabins
and 222 campsites, as well as
backcountry camping. More than
56 miles of trails can be explored.
The Nature Center at Fall Creek
Falls offers hands-on environmental education through a variety of naturalist-led programs.
The park also features the Fall
Creek Falls Golf Course and the
adventurous Canopy Challenge
Course including wobbly bridges,
rope swings and zip lines. The
park has four playgrounds and
five covered picnic pavilions.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. January 4,
2022– A game where each team
had double digit leads finished in
Memphis’ favor, as the Tigers
earned their eighth-straight
American Athletic Conference
home win with a 67-64 win over
the Tulsa Golden Hurricane
Tuesday night at FedExForum.
Memphis (8-5, 2-1 AAC) fell
behind 10-0 to start the game,
then scored 25 of the next 30
points, led by 18 at the start of
the second half, and held off the
Golden Hurricane when they got
within a point with three seconds
left.
Malcolm Dandridge and Earl
Timberlake led the Tigers with
12 points apiece, and Lester Quinones added 11. Reigning AAC

Freshman of the Week Josh Minott grabbed 11 rebounds to go
along with seven points, five assists and two steals, and DeAndre
Williams contributed nine points
and seven rebounds.
After falling behind 10-0 and
then 12-3, the Tigers ripped off
15-straight points to lead by six
on their way to having a 10-point
advantage of their own on two
occasions the rest of the half.
The Tigers’ lead ballooned to as
large as 18, 46-28, before Tulsa
whittled away and had the game
within single digits for the final
3:21. A Golden Hurricane 3pointer brought the contest
within one point with three seconds remaining, but Landers
Nolley II made two free throws

Grizzlies’ Jenkins named NBA
Western Conference Coach of
Month ... sports page 1
Grizzlies recorded double-digit
steals in 14 of their 16 December
games, including the first 10
games of the month as part of a
franchise-record 11-game streak.
The Grizzlies currently rank
fourth in the Western Conference

(24-14) this season with a
league-leading 14 victories over
opponents with winning records.
Miami Heat Head Coach Erik
Spoelstra was named the NBA
Eastern Conference Coach of the
Month

and sealed the victory for Memphis.
Memphis had 17 assists on its
24 field goals, and the Tigers
turned over the Golden Hurricane 19 times.
Tulsa (6-7, 0-2 AAC) got 25
points from Sam Griffin and 20
from Jeriah Horne.
UP NEXT
The Tigers welcome Cincinnati
to FedExForum Sunday at 2:30
p.m. The game, which is a Blue
Out, can be seen on ABC. After
Sunday, Memphis hits the road to
UCF (Jan. 12) and East Carolina
(Jan. 15).
Tickets and mini plans for 202122 are available online at
www.GoTigersGoTix.com or by
phone at (901) 678-2331.

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual Black History
Month special edition
in
February 2022.
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