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Noted jazzman and musician James Mtume succumbs at 76
The Mtume family sadly announced the passing of James
Mtume (Forman) - sunrise January 3rd, 1946, sunset January 9th,
2022.

Phyllis Hyman (“You Know
How to Love Me”) and Stephanie Mills (“Whatcha Gonna
Do With My Lovin’”, “Never
Knew Love Like This Before”).

The biological son of jazz saxophone great Jimmy Heath, James
Mtume was raised by incredible
parents James and Bertha
Forman. He pursued training as a
swimmer while attending Pasadena City College and was recruited for the 1968 Olympics
but decided to instead take a different direction and joined the
Cultural Nationalist Organization
US. It was during this time that
he’d taken the namesake of
Mtume (Swahili for “messenger”). In the early 1970’s
Mtume shifted towards music as
a solid percussionist who went
on to tour and record with Miles
Davis. Mtume would eventually
record with his own group the

In the early 1980’s Mtume
formed the group that bore his
namesake and created five best
selling albums as well as eleven
R&B hits, including the #1 multiplatinum smash “Juicy Fruit”
(1982) and the Top 3 hit “You,
Me and He” (1984). It was during this time that Mtume took his
“Sophistifunk” sound and combined it with the emerging technology of drum machines and
synthesizers

James Mtume (Forman)
Mtume Umoja Ensemble as well
as on sessions with Duke Ellington, McCoy Tyner, Freddie Hubbard, Sonny Rollins and a host of
other jazz greats.
By the mid-late 1970’s with
longtime musical partner Reggie

Lucas, Mtume forged a path
combining soul, jazz and funk
(he called it “Sophistifunk”). The
result was a slew of hit productions with Roberta Flack/Donny
Hathaway (“The Closer I Get to
You”, “Back Together Again”),

In the 1990’s Mtume made his
way into the world of soundtracks, creating music for films
such as scoring for the film
“Native Son” and served as the
music supervisor for the televi-

In the 1990’s Mtume made his
way into the world of soundtracks, creating music for
films such as scoring for the
film “Native Son” and served
as the music supervisor for
the television series “New
York Undercover” (producing
the music for scenes at the fictional nightclub Natalie’s). At
the same time, Mtume’s activism continued via his co-hosting duties on NYC’s
WBLS-FM’S community talk
series Open Line, a role he
served for eighteen years.
sion series “New York Undercover” (producing the music for
scenes at the fictional nightclub
Natalie’s). At the same time,
Mtume’s activism continued via
his co-hosting duties on NYC’s
WBLS-FM’S community talk
series Open Line, a role he

Grizzlies’ MLK Day events... from sports page 2
laying the foundation for future
leaders through their careers in
sports.
In honor of the Grizzlies 20th
Annual MLK Day Celebration
game, the Grizzlies will host
Amplifying Youth Voices: Driving the Dream spoken word
contest presented by Verizon.
The top three finalists will receive scholarship money and the
first-place winner will be featured in-game during the Martin
Luther King Jr. Celebration game
against the Chicago Bulls.
On Friday, Jan. 14, the Memphis Grizzlies will host its annual
MLK High School Classic presented by Nike. Varsity boys and
girls teams from Holcomb and
Neely High Schools, both of
Missouri, will compete on the
Grizzlies’ main court and then attend that evening’s game against
the Mavericks. Also on Friday,

the Martin Luther King Jr. NBA
Coaches’ Forum will be held in
the Draft Room at FedExForum
from 7-8:30 p.m. The program
will feature presentations from
the Positive Coaching Alliance
and a special guest panel. The
forum, moderated by Grind City
Media’s Mike Wallace, will discuss using sports to overcome
bias. Local coaches and sports
administrators from all levels can
register for this free event at
https://MemGrizzYouth.com/.
On Saturday, Jan. 15, the
Grizzlies will host the Martin
Luther King Jr. “Play Like The
Pros” Showcase presented by
Nike. The daylong slate of youth
basketball games will take place
at FedExForum and features elementary and middle school
teams from Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama of the Tennessee
Valley
Basketball

NFL announces AFC Players
of WK ... from sports page 4
287 yards and tied a career-high
with four touchdowns passes
with no interceptions for a 138.9
rating in Tennessee’s 28-25 win

Tannehill becomes the first
former Texas A&M Aggie to
win three Offensive Player of
the Week award.
over Houston to secure the top
seed in the AFC playoffs. He led
the AFC in both passing touchdowns and rating in Week 18.
This Tannehill’s third career Offensive Player of the Week
award and second with the Titans:
2015: Week 7 (with Miami)
2019: Week 14 (with Tennessee)
2021: Week 18 (with Tennessee)
He joins Marcus Mariota (fourtime winner), Steve McNair
(four) and Vince Young (two) as
Tennessee quarterbacks to earn
the honor multiple times.
Tannehill becomes the first
former Texas A&M Aggie to win
three Offensive Player of the
Week award.
DEFENSE:
DE
MAXX
CROSBY,
LAS
VEGAS
RAIDERS
Crosby recorded six tackles,
three tackles for loss, three
passes defensed and two sacks in
Las Vegas’ 35-32 overtime win
over the Los Angeles Chargers to
secure a playoff berth. Crosby
has three games with at least two
sacks this season, tied for second-most in the AFC this season.
This is the third Defensive Player
of the Week award for Crosby

(second this season) and fourth
overall Player of the Week
award:
2019: Week 11
2020: Week 17 (Special Teams)
2021: Weeks 1, 18
Crosby’s three defensive Player
of the Week awards are tied with
linebacker Khalil Mack, cornerback Terry McDaniel and linebacker William Thomas for the
most-ever by a Raiders player.
He is the first Raider to earn the
honor multiple times in a season
since Mack (2016).
SPECIAL TEAMS: K DANIEL
CARLSON, LAS VEGAS
RAIDERS
Carlson converted all five field
goal attempts – from 24, 31, 40,
47 and 52 yards – as well as making both point after attempts. His
47-yard kick was a game-winner
in overtime, earning a 35-32 win
over the Los Angeles Chargers to
clinch a playoff berth.
He is the only player in the
league this season with two
games of five made field goals.
This is the sixth Special Teams
Player of the Week award for
Carlson and fourth this season.
Carlson’s six Player of the Week
awards are the second-most by a
Raiders kicker, trailing only Sebastian Janikowski (seven).
Carlson is the first kicker ever to
win four Player of the Week
awards in one season

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual
Black History Month Edition,
coming in February 2022.

Association.
The event lineup will continue
with the annual Earl Lloyd
Sports Legacy Symposium, presented by the Hyde Family
Foundation, from 1-2 p.m. in the
Grizzlies Built Ford Tough
Training Facility at FedExForum. The symposium, hosted
by Grizzlies television play-by-

play announcer Pete Pranica, will
feature Bogues, Hayes and Houston, who will share stories of
their community work and experiences through their career in
sports, in the spirit of Dr. King.
The symposium will feature
opening remarks from National
Civil Rights Museum President
Russ Wigginton. The symposium

will be broadcast live on Bally
Sports Southeast.
While admission is free to the
symposium with the purchase of
a ticket to the Grizzlies vs. Bulls
game, space is limited. Doors
open at 12:30 p.m. For more information on the Grizzlies, visit
grizzlies.com.

served for eighteen years.
The millennium found Mtume
sharing his knowledge regarding
the business of music in arenas
such as the Red Bull Academy in
Tokyo and TED Talks.
James Mtume is survived by his
wife Kamili Mtume; brother Jeffrey Forman; sons Faulu Mtume,
Richard Johnson; daughters
Benin Mtume, Eshe King, Ife
Mtume, Sanda Lee; grandchildren Sukari Mtume, Yamani
Mtume, Craig McCargo, Mazi
Mtume, Aya Mtume, Jhasi
Mtume.

Watch for
The Mid-South Tribune’s
27th Annual Black History
Month special edition
in
February 2022.
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