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Sports & Entertainment
British star RAYE to headline halftime show presented by NetApp at 
first 2025 NFL London game between Vikings and Cleveland Browns 
  Artist Pixie Lott to Perform the 
English National Anthem Ahead 
of the London Game Presented 
by NetApp on Sunday, Oct. 5 
  
LONDON – Sept. 19, 2025 – 
The National Football League 
has announced that RAYE will 
headline the halftime show dur-
ing the 2025 NFL London games 
matchup presented by NetApp 
between the Minnesota Vikings 
and the Cleveland Browns on 
Sunday, Oct. 5 at Tottenham Hot-
spur Stadium. 

With her debut album, My 21st 
Century Blues, propelling her to 
global success, RAYE has be-
come a powerhouse in modern 
British music. The album's hit 
single "Escapism" helped her 
win a record-breaking six BRIT 
Awards in 2024 – the most by 
any artist in a single year – solidi-
fying her status as a major head-
liner, including at Glastonbury 
2025. Having been praised by the 
likes of Beyoncé, Taylor Swift, 
Mark Ronson, Charli xcx, Doja 
Cat and SZA, the South London 
native delivered electrifying per-
formances at this year’s 97th 
Academy Awards and 67th 
GRAMMY® Awards, where she 
made history as the only artist 
ever nominated simultaneously 

for both “Best New Artist” and 
“Songwriter of the Year (Non-
Classical)” in the same year. 
“I’m very grateful to NFL for in-
viting me and the band to per-
form during this halftime show,” 
said RAYE. “Hopefully we can 

provide a memorable and enter-
taining moment for the crowd 
and viewers at home.” 

"London continues to be a sec-
ond home for the NFL, and each 
year we look to elevate the enter-
tainment we bring to fans," said 
Tim Tubito, senior director of 
global game presentation and en-
tertainment at the NFL. "RAYE 
is one of the U.K.'s most exciting 
artists, and we know she’ll de-
liver an incredible performance 
for our fans which continues to 
showcase the NFL's approach to 
providing the best in sports and 
entertainment." 

Ahead of the game, singer and 
songwriter Pixie Lott will per-
form the English National An-
them ‘God Save the King.’ 
"Singing the National Anthem 
before the game is a massive 
honor," said Pixie Lott. "I know 
the energy is going to be electric 
and getting to be a part of that, 
representing my country, is very 
special. I can't wait to see the sta-
dium full of fans for what's going 
to be an incredible day." 
"The NFL is committed to deliv-
ering an unforgettable gameday 
experience for fans in London, a 
city that has hosted 40 regular 
season games since 2007," said 
Henry Hodgson, general man-
ager of NFL U.K. & Ireland. "We 
are proud of the legacy we've 
built here, and want to meet our 
fans’ expectations of a premium 
sporting and entertainment ex-
perience by bringing premium 
artists like RAYE to perform at 
NFL London games halftime 
shows.” 
Beyond the NFL’s first game in-
market, the league is committed 
to growing the game at every 
level across the country, engag-
ing with fans year-round through 
partners, programs and initia-
tives, including NFL Flag and 
community events. 
The 2025 NFL London games 
will also be presented by the 
NFL’s Global Official Intelligent 
Data Infrastructure partner, Ne-
tApp. 
To stay up to date on all things 
NFL London and for more on the 
2025 NFL London games, follow 
@nflukire on Instagram, X and 
TikTok. 
 The multi-award-winning Brit-

ish artist RAYE is redefining 
modern pop through raw story-
telling, genre-defying sound and 
record-breaking success. The 
three-time GRAMMY-nomi-
nated singer, songwriter and pro-
ducer made history at the 2025 
GRAMMY Awards as the first 
artist ever nominated for both 
“Best New Artist” and 
“Songwriter of the Year (Non-
Classical)” in the same year. This 
followed her record-breaking 
sweep at the 2024 BRIT Awards, 
where she won six awards—the 
most ever in a single year—and 
became the first woman named 
“Songwriter of the Year.” 
RAYE has charted 18 Top 40 
U.K. singles and amassed over 
10 billion global streams. Her di-
verse catalog spans pop, R&B, 
hip-hop, gospel, jazz and dance, 
and includes collaborations with 
Stormzy, Central Cee, David 
Guetta, Jax Jones and Disclosure. 
As a songwriter, she’s penned 
tracks for Beyoncé, Charli XCX 
and Jennifer Lopez, and rising 
stars like JADE and Halle. 
Her 2023 debut album, My 21st 
Century Blues (Human Re 
Sources/The Orchard), marked 
her first as an independent artist 
and became a global success, led 
by the viral hit “Escapism.” The 
track reached No. 1 in the UK, 
cracked the Top 10 in over 20 
countries and became the UK’s 
biggest-selling single by a female 
British artist in 2023. The album 
sparked over 150 headline shows 
worldwide, including perform-
ances at Coachella, Glastonbury, 
Lollapalooza, Fuji Rock and the 
Montreux Jazz Festival. Her 
Royal Albert Hall show, backed 

by a 50-piece orchestra and gos-
pel choir, was released on vinyl 
and broadcast on the BBC and 
PBS. 
In 2024, RAYE made her Sat-
urday Night Live debut, opened 
for Taylor Swift’s Eras Tour at 
Wembley, and performed at both 
the Academy Awards (James 
Bond tribute) and the GRAMMY 
Awards (“Oscar Winning 
Tears”). She also appeared on 
The Kelly Clarkson Show, The 
Daily Show, the AMAs, MTV 
EMAs and more. In early 2025, 
she joined LISA and Doja Cat on 
the global hit “Born Again,” 
which she co-wrote and co-pro-
duced, earning the trio an MTV 
VMA. She also collaborated with 
Mark Ronson on two jazz-in-
fluenced singles, one of which 
appeared on the star-studded 
F1® THE MOVIE soundtrack. 
Her 2025 summer festival run in-
cluded sets at Glastonbury’s Pyr-
amid Stage, Governor’s Ball, 
Newport Jazz Festival, All Points 
East and more. 
Currently British Vogue’s Oc-
tober cover star, RAYE’s new 
single, “WHERE IS MY HUS-
BAND!”, is out now and marks 
the first release from her highly 
anticipated sophomore album, set 
to arrive in 2026 and available to 
pre-order now. Co-written and 
produced with longtime collabo-
rator Mike Sabath, the track de-
buted at Glastonbury and blends 
funky brass, syncopated R&B 
grooves and glossy soul-pop pro-
duction. To support the release, 
RAYE will embark on her 40-
date 2026 headline tour. Tickets 
are now on sale.  
 

  In honor of the new Sister City 
relationship between Italy’s Por-
retta Terme, Bologna and Mem-
phis, Shelby County, MALCO 
Theatres, Inc. will present the 
award-winning Italian film, Mio 
Fratello Rincorre I Dinosauri. 
The screening is part of the one-
year-old Film Exchange between 
the different cities. 
  You must pre-register to attend. 
Register at https://www.event-
brite.com/e/1708727924219?aff
=oddtdtcreator  . Check-in begins 
at 12:30 pm, Saturday, Sep-
tember 27th at The Malco Para-
diso Cinema, 584 Mendenhall 
Road in East Memphis.  The pro-
gram begins at 1 p.m. Seating is 
limited. 
  Free popcorn & soda come with 
free admission to see this heart-
warming, enchanting story with 
a serious theme, most suitable for 
adults and teenagers. It tells the 
story of learning to accept people 
-including family members - who 

Sister City Film Exchange 
happening Saturday, Sept. 
27; Free popcorn and soda

differ from us. Children under 12 
must be accompanied by a par-
ent. 
  According to Italian critic 
Rossy De Palma, “It’s one of 
those movies that after watching, 
you leave the theater a better per-
son.” 
  Additionally, two short, locally 
shot films by Memphis Shelby 
County filmmakers will precede 
the feature. Noah Glenn’s “The 
Devil Will Run” and Caleb 
Suggs’ music video “Love 
Shake” both screened at The 
Porretta Film Festival last year. 
The Memphis filmmakers will 
be present to introduce their 
films. Porretta Film Festival Di-
rector Luca Elmi will introduce 
the feature. 
  Special Thanks to The Mem-
phis & Shelby County Film/TV 
Commission Foundation, The 
Porretta Film Festival, and The 
Emilio-Romagna Film Commis-
sion.                                              

 
 

win. 
Ward joined Marcus Mariota 
(2015) as the franchise's only 
rookie quarterbacks to start each 
of the team's first three games of 
a season. For the second consec-
utive week, he found fourth-
round rookie wide receiver Elic 
Ayomanor for a touchdown, this 
time on an eight-yard pass on 
fourth-and-goal. The last occa-
sion in which a Titans rookie 
quarterback and rookie wide re-
ceiver connected for multiple 
touchdown passes in a season 
was 2015 (Mariota and Dorial 
Green-Beckham). 
Ayomanor, the 136th overall 
draft pick in 2025, has 10 recep-
tions for 107 yards and two 
touchdowns. Among all rookie 
wide receivers this season, he 
ranks third in receiving yards, is 
tied for third in receptions, and is 
tied for second in touchdown 
catches. 
 Kicker Joey Slye made field 
goals of 57 and 42 yards—the 
second consecutive week he 
made a 57-yarder. The only field 
goal in franchise history from a 
longer distance was 60 yards by 
Rob Bironas in 2006. Slye, who 
previously made four field goals 
in each of the first two games, 
ranks second in the NFL with 10 
field goals through three weeks. 
Following this week's game, the 

Titans will be on the road for two 
more weeks. They 
play at Arizona on Oct. 5, fol-
lowed by the franchise's first 
game at Las Vegas on Oct. 12. 

 
 THE TEXANS 

 
Head coach DeMeco Ryans, who 
was hired to his current post in 
2023, led Houston to an AFC 
South title in each of his first two 
campaigns. The Texans had iden-
tical 10-7 records in 2023 and 
2024, followed by finishes in the 
divisional round on both occa-
sions. 
Along with Ryans, quarterback 
C.J. Stroud is entering his third 
season with the club. He was 
drafted with the second overall 
pick in the 2023 NFL Draft, and 
since then, he has passed for 
8,434 yards and 45 touchdowns 
with 20 interceptions. 
In Week 3, the Texans visited 
Jacksonville, where they lost 17-
10 to the Jaguars. 
 
After Texans wideout Nico Col-
lins caught a 50-yard touchdown 
pass from Stroud to help tie the 
game at 10-10 in the fourth 
quarter, Jaguars running back 
Travis Etienne scored the game-
winning touchdown with less 
than two minutes remaining.

Titans travel to Houston 
from sports page 4


