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Sports & Entertainment

The Harlem Globetrotters and Stria Sport announce  
official footwear for 2026 for historic Centennial Season
 All Globetrotter and Washington 
Generals Players to Wear Stria 
107 Series Basketball Shoes Be-
ginning With the Season Tipoff at 
Madison Square Garden on De-
cember 14 
 
DECEMBER 5, 2025, Atlanta, 
GA– The world-famous, Harlem 
Globetrotters™ and Stria Sport, 
a performance shoe and apparel 
brand based in Chicago, today 
announced a joint partnership 
making Stria Sport the official 
performance shoe for the 2026 
Centennial season. Stria Sport 
will be outfitting game and per-
formance shoes for the Harlem 
Globetrotters and Washington 
Generals beginning with a spe-
cial event at Madison Square 
Garden on Sunday, December 
14. 
 “Stria is a disruptive, grassroots 
sneaker brand, globally distrib-
uted, outfitting top tier athletes 
from the NBA to the Olympics to 
pro hoops leagues around the 
world. They are an exciting new 
partner as we begin our Centen-
nial season,” said Keith Daw-
kins, President, Harlem 
Globetrotters & Herschend En-
tertainment Studios. “A few of 
our players had been wearing 
Stria sneakers, loved the product, 
and had a relationship with Eric 
Porter and his team. I connected 
with those players to get their 
thoughts on a potentially bigger 
partnership, as getting feedback 
from our athletes is a crucial part 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., December 
5, 2025– United Soccer Coaches 
announced Friday the women’s 
All-American teams, and Mem-
phis junior Finley Lavin was 
named to the first team.  
Lavin is the third member in pro-
gram history named to the United 
Soccer Coaches All-American 
First Team, and the 10th All-
American in total. Lizzy Simonin 
(2011) and Stasia Mallin (2019) 
were also first-team honorees. 
Tanya Boychuk was the most re-
cent All-American in 2021.  
Ashley Henderson was named a 
Third Team All-American behind 
a team-high 10 goals and nine as-
sists. It’s the third year the Tigers 
have had multiple All-Americans 
(2011, 2019).  
One of four defenders named to 
the first team, Lavin is the fourth 
Memphis defender to receive the 
national honor (Olivia Gauthier, 
2018). It caps a week full of ac-
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ognized for their achievements 
during the week leading up to 
Super Bowl LX in the Bay Area. 
The national winner of the 2025 
Walter Payton NFL Man of the 
Year Award presented by Nation-
wide will be announced during 
NFL Honors, a primetime awards 
special airing on Thursday, Feb. 
5. Each of this year’s club 
winners supports a range of 
causes and initiatives off the 
field, including uplifting under-
served communities, empower-
ing young people to lead healthy 
lifestyles and many other notable 
causes. The charitable benefici-
ary of each team’s club winner 
will receive $40,000, and the 
nonprofit chosen by the overall 
national winner will receive 
$250,000. All funds are dona-
tions courtesy of the NFL Foun-
dation and the Nationwide 
Foundation. 
  Fans are once again encouraged 
to participate in Nationwide's an-
nual Charity Challenge, a social 
media and online contest that al-
lows fans to show support for 
their favorite Walter Payton NFL 

Man of the Year club winner. 
Fans can vote on X/Twitter by 
posting #WPMOYChallenge 
along with the last name/X han-
dle (Simmons/GrindSimmons94) 
of their chosen player or by vot-
ing directly on NFL.com/Ma-
nOfTheYear. The charitable 
beneficiary of the player who re-
ceives the most collective hash-
tag mentions and online votes 
will win an additional $35,000 
donation from Nationwide, with 
the nonprofit partners of the 
runner-up and third-place fin-
ishers receiving $10,000 and 
$5,000, respectively. Charity 
Challenge voting takes place 
from Dec. 4 through Jan. 5, 2026. 
Beginning Week 14 and continu-
ing through the end of the season, 
each of this year's club winners, 
including Jeffery Simmons, will 
wear a special Walter Payton 
NFL Man of the Year helmet 
decal in recognition of their ac-
complishments on and off the 
field. For more information about 
the award, please visit 
NFL.com/ManOfTheYear.  

national appearances. Stria will 
be featured through in-game pro-
motions across the tour. The 
footwear will also be showcased 
in all media moments, appear-
ances, and CSR activations. 
 The full 100th Anniversary Tour 
will continue onwards with Bos-
ton and Pittsburgh on Friday, De-
cember 26th and continue the 
roll out across 200+ domestic 
markets and over 125+ markets 
internationally. Fans can also ex-
pect all-new surprises like the 
Golden Basketball by Spald-
ing®, epic pre-game Magic Pass 
experiences, 100 Year limited 
edition merchandise and many 
other new innovations for the 
“Ambassadors of Basketball.” 
International markets such as 
France, United Kingdom, Italy, 
Germany, Spain, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Mexico, 
and across Asia are just a few of 
the many locations the Harlem 
Globetrotters will be touring in 
winter of 2026 and running 
through the remainder of the 
year. 
 
ABOUT STRIA SPORT 
Founded in 2021 and based in 
Chicago, Stria Sport was created 
to be the next generational per-
formance shoe for athletes and 
has already reached the top 
levels of sports competition. 
Stria Sport comes from the Latin 
term Industria, meaning dili-
gence – a foundation of how 
Stria Sport has operated and 
formed its community. Stria 
Sport’s debut performance bas-
ketball shoe, the 107 Series, pays 

homage to one of the founder’s 
athletic accolades making 107 
Threes in a row, and was quickly 
followed by its casual shoe line, 
the Easy Stride, prior to the re-
lease of the G1 Court Shoe for 
Pickleball. With a lightweight 
and support focus, the 107 Series 
has been worn all over the world 
by more than 100 professional 
athletes in 15 countries, includ-
ing the 2024 Paris Olympics, 
Harlem Globetrotters and 
players competing at the highest 
levels in the NBA and WNBA. 
Stria Sport shoes and apparel are 
available in select retail across 
the country and on the STRIA 
SPORT Website. 
 
ABOUT THE WORLD-FA-
MOUS HARLEM GLOBE-
TROTTERS™ / HERSCHEND 
ENTERTAINMENT STUDIOS 
Now entering their Centennial 
season, The Harlem Globe-
trotters™ are THE originators of 
applying sport to deliver good-
will, excitement, showmanship, 
and athleticism to a global au-
dience every year. Since 1926, 
with a legacy of elite talent that 
has included many of the great-
est stars of men’s and women’s 
basketball from HBCU’s to Di-
vision I, II, III, NAIA, The NBA, 
and the WNBA, the Globe-
trotters are the first team ever in-
ducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. They have utilized their 
talents to showcase their iconic 
brand of basketball to tens of 
millions in over 124 countries 
and territories across six con-

of many aspects of our business, 
and here we are with a great fit 
for both organizations.” 
"We are extremely excited to of-
ficially launch our partnership 
with the world-renowned Harlem 
Globetrotters for their upcoming 
100th anniversary season," said 
Eric Porter, Stria Sport founder. 
"Our goal has always been to de-
sign the highest-performing 

shoes that can help athletes 
around the world succeed at the 
peaks of their careers. We are in-
spired, humbled and motivated to 
contribute to the next phase of 
the Globetrotters legacy and their 
commitment to excellence on the 
court and in the community." 
 
Athletes will wear Stria Sport 
footwear during all official 
Global Tour games, ensuring 
strong brand visibility across 
hundreds of domestic and inter-

tinents. 
 Never ones to stop innovating, 
the award-winning organization, 
which currently holds an un-
precedented 80+ Guinness World 
Records, the most of any profes-
sional sports team, has expanded 
its media footprint to make their 
content available to fans new and 
old on whatever platform they 
choose, from EMMY nominated 
broadcast shows, specials, and 
feature films, to their own FAST 
channel, as well as reimagining 
the memorabilia and collectible 
space through a new partnership 
with cllct, with uniforms and 
other special apparel created by 
legendary designer, Jeff Hamil-
ton. Content partners include; 
Hidden Pictures, Vantage Pic-
tures, Aspire TV, and Hearst 
Media Production Group; com-
mercial partnerships and con-
sumer products include Zara, 
EQL, IMG, Jerry Leigh, OVO, 
Shoe Palace, Philcos, and Excel 
Sports as well as the official ball 
partner, Spalding and Exact 
Sports. Coined by the U.S. State 
Department in 1951 as Ambassa-
dors of Goodwill, and now serv-
ing The Official Ambassadors of 
Goodwill for the United Nations 
as well, the team leverages their 
moniker to drive its Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) ef-
forts globally around their strate-
gic pillars of Health & Wellness, 
Education, and Community Em-
powerment. For more infor-
mation about the Harlem 
Globetrotters™ and the Tour, 
visit their official website: 
www.harlemglobetrotters.com Finley Lavin named First 

Team All-American by 
United Soccer Coaches

colades for the Tiger captain, 
who was named a MAC Her-
mann Trophy semifinalist on 
Monday and an All-South Re-
gion First Team selection on 
Wednesday. Fans can vote for 
Lavin for the MAC Hermann 
Trophy. For more information, 
visit www.gotigersgo.com . 
The Jarrettsville, Maryland, 
native captained the 17-1-3 
Tigers through a historic season. 
She played every minute in 17 of 
21 matches, anchoring a Mem-
phis backline that conceded six 
goals in the regular season and 
finished with a 0.66 goals-against 
average.  
 Lavin converted a penalty in a 1-
0 win at Tulsa, her only goal of 
the season and third of her career. 
The twice-reigning American 
Conference Defender of the Year 
helped post 14 shutouts, tied for 
fourth-most in the nation and 
second-most in program history.  
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Jeffery Simmons named 
Titans NFL Man of Year 
from sports page 1
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